'* == Eljjah's nuue Dimitts : 
b. O R, 
The Authors own Funeral 


SERMONS: 


In his Meditations upon 1 Kings 19. 4+ 
It is now enough ; Lord take away my Soule, far 1 
am no better theu my Fathers, 


Where alſo is Treated, 


Of the Immertdity of the Seu's. Of the fate of it, when ſryarated 
from the Body. Of the defiruition of this lower World by Fire, Of 
Locgl Hel, with the : pry torments thereof. Of the Heavens, Of the 
Swperiour World, and the Inhabitants of them; their bappintſs, and glory. 


Together with Eljjab's Epitaph. 


By Thomas Bradiey, D. D. one of his late Mijefties Chaplains, and. 
Przbendaty of York + And Preneh't in. the Minſtee therc, nad in 
his ReQory of Achworth, 1669. /Etatis ſue, 74+ , Oxon. Bxon, 
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The ſecond Impreflion, Correlled and Enlarged 
by the «Author, X 


i. 


i. 


Lord now let thy Sora depart in peace, 
i 1 that mine Eyes may ſee thy ſalwation. 


Sic fic juvat ire ſub umbras, os 


YORK, Prigted by Stephev Bulkley at the 
Croſs Swpwvds in Stonegate, 1672. _ 
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Homas Bradley DoGor in Divinity, &c. 
was borne in Redding in Bark. ſhire 
upon Aſcenſion Day, 1598. Was put 
to Schoole at Okeingham with Maſter 
Henry Mountagne the Elder : And from thenee 
ſent to Oxford, where he was entred into Exeter 
. Colledge ; had to his Tutor Mr. Nathanael Car- 
penter, that famous Philoſopher, which Writ the 
Paradoxes : Where having Lived ſome years un- 
der the Government of Dr. Prideaux ReQor of 
that Colledge, and Regins Profeſſor in Divinity : 
Some in Travaile into Forraign Parts with Ems - 
baſſadors : Soine in the Court, where he was * 
Chaplain to King Charles the firſt : Some in York, 
#- Where he was Przbend : And {ome in Ackworth, 
'* where he was ReGor, there at laſt ended his 
\ Pilgrimage : CRE 


Fo H# Almel-bouſe Built in Ackworth /hews bl £ooadueſs to the Powry 
$;} Mu Learn ed Works, and Pious Books, in Print will zel{ you more, 


| Elia s Nunc Dimins. 

"E So 
+ The Authors own Funerall Sermons, 
la his Medications, upon the 1 Aings 19. 4. 


It 34 now enongh, Lord take away my Soul, for I 
am no. better then my F athers. 


Cc 


PF Heſe Words are the Complaint; of the | 
@ Petition,or the Suite, the Wiſh,or Re+ 
alt Ns | queſt, (call it which you will) of the 
CID Prophet Elijah, now weary of his Life, 


and defiring be might dye : The caules and occaſion 


of it, you may reade in the Context, and in the 


, Chapter immediately precedent, where ye have 


the whole Narrative of the buſineſs ; the ſum of 


| all, you find in the 14th, verſe of this Chapter: I 


w 


ke. been very zealous for the Lord God of Hoſts,be- 
cauſe the Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Cowes 
' nant, caſt down thine Altars, and ſlain thy Prophets 

with the ſword, and I onely am left, and they ſeek my 


Mie to take it away. Thar wicked woman Jezabel; 
tin 
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Elijah's #1 ne Demitt'o, 


(in revenge of her Chaplains, the Prieſts of Baal, 


which he had lately ſo clearly, and fo powerfully 
convinc't and flenc t, and proved to be falſe Pro. 


phets) had ſworn his death, Warrants are ſeal'd, 


and Parſuivants ſent out to take him: Upon this, 
the Prophet flies for his life as far as to Beerſheba, 
the utmoſt border of all Iſrae/ on the South, as 


- Dan was on the North ; yer not thinking himſelf 


ſecure there neither, though at ſfogreat a diſtance, 
he takes a farther flight, A dayes Journey into the 
Wilderneſs, ſuppoſing haply he might finde more 
kindnes there among the wild beaſts, then amongſt 
men in Samaria, more ſavage then they : But here 
he meets with another enemy,as dangerous as any 
of the reſt, Hunger and Thirſt, in danger to pine 
and periſh through famine, his fear and haſt, not 
allowing him either time or means to furniſh him- 
ſelf with Viaticum for ſuch a Voyage, nor the bar- 


ren wildernes affording him ſupplies of ſuſtenance 


in ſuch a want, The Prophet now compaſt about 
with ſo many deaths and yp ra and not know- 
ing which way to turn himſelf, hungry & thirſty, , 
faint and weary, lyes him F pet under a Juniper W 


Tree, w ſhing, That might be the end of bu Pilgri- . 


mage, and with his Pilgrimage, of by life too, Here 


in this Wilderneſs he makes: his Will ; Wherein, 5." 


firſt, 


} 


 Efijah's nave Demittis, 3 

firſt, He bequeaths his ſoul to God that gave it 3 
Lord take away my ſoul, his body to the Earth,irom 
whence 'twas taken, wiſhing, T hat ſpot of ground 
upon which he lay, might be his Grave ; The 7u- 
niper Tree over him, his Monument, with no other 
Inſcription upon it, but onely this, inftead of an 
Epitaph, I am no better then my Fathers. It 14 now 
enough, Lord take away my ſoul, for I amno better 
then my Fathers. 

In the Diviſion of the Text,I ſhall not uſe any 
curioſity at all, the words neither require, nor ad» 
mit it, For the ſumme of them, you may call them 
if you pleaſe, in old Simeon Language, The Pro- 

' _ phet Elyah's naxc Dimittzs: Or in St. Pauls, His 
* Capi diſſolvi. In it theſe Parcels. 

: Firſt, The Dimzttzs 1t (elf, in theſe words, Lora 
" take away my Soul. 

- Secondly, Two Reaſons perſwading him tc 
© make this his Suite at this time : The one prefixt 
t | andfet before the Dimittis, in theſe words, Nun: 
= - fatizeſt, It 5 now enough. The other anncxt,and fol- 
Y> , lowing after it.in thele words, Nam non ſum melior 
er F3»:ajoribxs mens, For I am no better then my Fathers. 
i- . Inallreaſon, we muſt begin firſt with the for- 
Ie mer Reaſon, both becauſe it ftands firſt in the - 
nz Text ; and becaule ir ſtands in our way to the 
ſt, | B 2 Nunc 
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Blijah's nunc Dimittier | 


Nunc Dimitts; and becauſe it is a motive uſhering 
It in, therefore of ir firſt, of Nunc ſatrs: eft, before 
of Nunc Dimittis : It js now enoxgh. 

And Elijab's ſatis eft may be reatonably ground- 
eq upon thee tour Conſiderations z Or in tour re- 
ſpecs might he well ſav, It is now enough. 

t. In reſpe& of what he had ſeen. 
2. In reſpec: of what he bad ſuffered. 
3e In reſþ:& of what he had dene. 
4+ In reſpe&t of the years he had lived. 
In all theſe retpeds, the Prophet might reaſo- 
nably ſay, Nunc ſatis eſt, It 33 now enough : As if he 
ſhould ſay, Lord I have ſeen enough to make me weary 
of this World : And I have ſufjered enough to make me 
weary of my Life : And I have done enough in the 
faithfull diſcharge of my duty in the Office of a Pro- 


| phet, whereunto | was called : And I have lived long 


enonph,e1e5: to defire to live no Jonger in this wretched 


' Worla. F--.fore now Lord, Tbeſeech thee diſmiſs me, 


volt 5s 


Sk /,v'% 


Lore... "2 away my ſou), So here are four exoughs, 


and hey are all grounded 1n the 1 4. werſe of this 
Chapter, and in this Text. For firſt, He complains 
there, [be Children of Urael bave forſaken thy Cove 
nant, broke down thine Altars, and ſlaine thy Pro- 
phets with the Sword : There's his Satis Vidi, I 


hawe (cen enough, 


Second! Y, 
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;  Elijab't zune Dimittis, = 
* , Secondly, He complains, That he onely js left,and 
they ſeek bis Life to take it away : There 8 his Satzs 

Tuli, I bave ſuffered enough. 
Thirdly, I hawe been Zealows for the Lord God of 
| Hoſts : : There's his Satis Feci, I have done enough. 
Fourthly, Thoſe three things before inentioned, 

' which he had Seen, which he had Suffered, and 
which he had Done, were not the work of a ſhort 
time, they were the work of many years; he was 

- now grown old under his ſufferings, and doing his 

| Ras ſo willing to follow the Generation of 

his Fathers, For I am no better then my Fathers : 

© There's his Satis Vixi. And in all theſe reſpe&s he 

\ _» concludes, It ;s now enough, and begs for a aiſmiſſi. £4 

| on, Lord take away my Soule. - "IRIS 
To a!l theſe —_— we ſhall ſpeak ſomething 

briefly, with the interences from them : And farit 

of his Satis Vidi, I h:ws ſeen enongh : That is, (as 

) _ himſelf Ilatcrprets himſelf, ver. 14.) of the wick- 

: edne(s,irreligion, profaneneſs,and {dolatry of the 

$ times and places that he lived in, to make him 


; 


[i 
'Þ 
i 


| weary of the world, and of his life : And that is 


the firſt ground of this his requelt co Almighty 
God, to take away his Soule. 


$ 
F £ The Inference from hence is this : 


1 That to live in evill Times and Places where Half 
6-0 iniquity ©: 


| 6 © Elijab's none imine, 

q iniquity doth abound, is to pious Souls, and to 
| {nach as fear God; matter of great grief and ſor- 
row of heart, even enough to make them weary, 
not onely of thoſe times and places, but even of 
their Lives too. St. Peter tells us of Lot dwel- 
ling in Sodom, T hat his righteous Soul was wext from 
day to day with their unlawfull doings, 2 Pet. 2. 7,8, 


: and bewails his hard condition in this reſpe&, even 
} Pza-1n0,Mn paſſionate expreſſions, Woe 3s me that I am con- 
| 3, flrained to dwell in Meſcech,and to have my habitation 
among the Tents of Kedar. And the Prophet Habak- 

kak, as paſſionately as he, in the ſame caſe, Hab. 
1+ 2, 3, 4. O Lord, how long ſhall T cry, and thou wilt 
'f! not hear ! yea, even cry ont of wiolence, and thou wile 
| uot help *Why doft thou ſhew me iniquity,and canſe me 
'F' to behold ſorrow? for the Law 34 diſſolved, and judge- 
| ment doth not goe forth: the wicked doth compaſs about 
ﬆ the righteous:therefore unjuſt judgement doth proceed, 
v1 Thus we ſee how righteous ſouls are affetted in 
"'# theſe caſes,and afilited with grief and ſorrow un«= 


_ons that are committed under the Sunne, in the 


| __ times and places where they live. Reaſons. 
| 1. Becauſe hereby God is diſhonoured, whoſe 
glory is dear uato them, 


| | 2. The 


4 
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The holy Prophet David complains in this caſe, 


$| der the {ence of the wickedneſlſes,and abominati- ' 


=. ha | 
"T2 % 


- #©K%, Ws 


Elijah's aun Demers. © 

2. The Church is ſcandalized, holy Religion 
reproached, the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift aſperſed, 
and the way of God evill ſpoken of, eſpecially if 


© theſe things be done, and ſuffered in a Chriſtian 


Church or Cammon- wealth. 
- 2. Itgivesſogreat offence to many weak ones, 
that it cauſes them to with-draw themlelves 


| from the ſociety of the faithfull, to abhorr the / $7 


" Sacrifices of the Lord, to deſpiſe the ſtanding 

Ocdinances of the Church, and for thole evills 

- which they ſee; to forlake that which is good, to 
throw up all, and to make ſeparation. 

4. Hereby they deſtroy their own Souls, of 

which, others tearing God,are more fenfible then 

. they themſelves:Chriſt beholding Jeruſalem, and 

fore-ſeeing the calamity that hung over it, Wept 

forit ; they did not ſo for themſelves, Lb. 1 9a 2. 

5. They provoke wrath,and draw down judge- 

- ments upon the place where they live, both upon 

themlclves, and others, for their ſakes : For theſe 

things ſakes comes the wrath of God upon the Chil- 


, © dren of diſobedience, Ephel. 5. 6, 


Upon theſe Confiderations, pious ſouls, men 
fearing God, are ſenſible of the fins of others, as 
well as of their own ; and of the iniquity of the 
-, times and places where tkey live,and they are un- 
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* nune Dimittis. 


to the matter of great ſorrow and prief of 


heart:T beheld the tranſgreſſors, and was griewved, Plal. 
119.158, © 12: Uſes. 

:1. It ſhould teach men wiſedom, where they 
can,and as farr as they can, to uſe Prodence i in the 
choyce of the places of their habitation, and to 


amake this one of their reſpes among all other, 


Lhat they'may ſeat themſelves in ſuch a place 
Where the fear of God is amongſt them, Lot made 


' but an il choyce (though be lighted on the fat of 


the Land) when he choſe che plain of Sodom to 
Pitch his Tent in : Abraham might well be afraid 
to ſojourne in Gerar, when he perceived, The fear of 
God was net inthat place, Gen. 20. 11. When we 
match our Sons, or Daughters, we enquire dilts 
gently, what Portion, what Parentage;we enquire 
after the fatnefs of the Land, fruitfuineſs of the 
Soyle,convenience of ſituation, and the like, and 
all this with good diſcretion too ; but among all 
the reft, we ſhould not leave out this, as a maine 
conſideration, whether we diſpoſe- of them to 
ſuch a place, where the fear of God 1s among the 
Poople, the Inhabitants there, Whether they live 
under a good Miniſtery, a good Majeſtracy, a 
good Government, where wickedneſs and vice is 
puniſhed, where Religion and podlineſs 1s fet up, 
counte- 


% 
* 


1 


and anger z1if you have any in this caſe, you ma 
' ſee as our Prophet did, The Law forſaken, the Co+ 
. eenant broken, the Worſhip of God negleGed, the Or» 
 dinances deſpiſed, the Sabbath prophan'd, the Sacra» 


on nes td ag UE TO BARGOTU GC LDL Ip HY iigyt - ED: eo 
countehanc{, and encouraged, whether the fear 


= 


of God be in the place 2 a very conſiderable bleſ- 


4 ſing, and a great part of their happineſs. 


2. Try your zeale and love to Gedand his truth, 
ro holy Religipn, and che Goſpel by this Touchs 
ſtone, by your hatred of ſin,as well inothers,as in. 
your ſelves,and by your grief and ſorrow of heart, 


; when youlee it rejgn and abound in the Land;and: 


in the Times and Places where you liye.Beloyed, 
we live in evill Times, and in Places bad cnough, 


where you have occaſion enough given you to ex-= 


ercile your zeal, and to ſhew your love, and gri 


cf, 


ments ſlighted, ©c. It we can ſee theſe things,and 
not be ienſible of chem, and ſorry for them, at 
leaſt, where we canhot help them, ſurely our zeal 
is cold,and ourlove is bur (mall : Set a mark ({aith 
the Lord) por the. foreheads of all thoſe that mourn 
for the abominations that are done inthe City, Ezek.g. 


4 . » G l Fi 
4+ Tisan Argumeat of a gracious heart,to take 


to heart the tn1quities of the times, to {igh and 
mourn'for them, to be difpleaſed with them, and 


*rcoubled at them. 
| CG 3. Here's 
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EM: ©3.. Here's an objett and opportunity for ſuch as 
arc in place and power,to exerciſe their authorjty 
in ſuppreſſing ſin, in puniſhing the wickedneſs of 
the times and places where they live, in ſtopping 
the courſe and current of iniquity prevailing : If 
>» Mapiſttates, they muſt be cloathed with zeal as 
with a cloak 3 they muſt put on Juſtice as a Robe, 
and Judgement as a Crown or Diadem; they muſt 
_ be pirt about with the Sword of vengeance, and 
5 | Rom i7 let proud and infolent offenders know, they doe 
4 o ja;xg.not bear that Sword in vain :.It Miniſters, they 
{#7 © muſt ery aloud, and not ſpare, and never leave 
+ '{{. - eryingout againſt the prevailing and raigning ſins 
4 of the times and places where they live, till they 
have eryed them down,and take heed they donot 

_ by their ſilence and connivance, make themſelves 
partakers of other mens ſins: Parents of Children, 
Maſters of families, they are in thoſe leſſer ſocieties 
which they are fet to Govern; both Kings, Prieſts, 


and Prophets,all which Offices they muſt execute 


wealth, every one in the ſeveral Sphere wherein he 
moves,and Calling wherein he is {et,according to 
his place and power, is to endeavour: the ſuppreſ- 
ſing of Ga,the puniſhment of wickedneſs,and the 
maintenance and encouragement of trucReligion 


in the Government of their little Common- + 


and vertuc. | 4. Here 'S 


*% 


i'ro make Atonement for the people, and places where 


them, though but a few favourites of Heaven,.to 


_ treat for the reſt ; ; great things hath God Joke! at 


./ot, weare to be admoniſhed to walk warily, fot 
Year of InfeQion, for fear of ſeduction, leaſt we 


Elijak's nune Dimittic, _ it 

. Here's "occaſion and opportunity (in'ſuch 

evill times as here we ſpeak of) for the Saints and 
ſervants of the moſt high, the favourites of heaven 
to ſtand up, and to ſhew themſelves, to make in- 
rerceſſion for the People, and Places where they 
arc, for the diverting of thoſe Judgements which 
cheſe {ins call for, to aſe the Intereſt which they 
have in God, to intreat for the reſt, that God 
would ſpare them; To ſtand inthe gap(as 'Moſ, es G)Pgo. 
they are ; As Aaron did, to divert,ſtay, ſuſpend, or 

remove judgement denounce 4 apainſt them riod | 
wrath js gone forth, and the Plague begun: And bap-' 

PY thoſe” Places, which have ſuch as theſe are ih 


SO 1 in to God, to ule theirntereſt in him ,toin- 


their requeſt, in the behalf of others ; and even 
thoſe that deſpiſe chem, are more beholden to 
chem, then they are, aware of. = 


5. In ſuch evill times and places as we ſpeak 


comme to be corrupted and infected by them ; and 
ſo, while we complain the times arc evill, we our 
 Uclyes make them worſe:So S$:.7 aul argues; Epheſ? | 


C 2 5. 15. 


. F5 


. /G. | E Tija j'8 BOW ow Fþ1s. a Fe 
_ 5.15, Walk cireumſpe&ly, becauſe the days gre evill : 
1 By ng means to have any fellowſhip with the 1p 
=> fruitfull works of darkneſs, but rather reprowe them, 
$4  (Epbeſ. 5. 11.) to ſhew our diſlike of them, by a- 
a | voyding them,to reprove them by a ſober;righte- 
Ns - ous, and godly converſation, the molt reall re- 
E: 1 proof to the lewd and looſe carriage and behavi- 
I . our of wicked men, that can .be ; by this oppoſi- 
'\0 


. 


I tion, the holy converſation of god! y men becoms 
{ -:.4,; more illuſtrious : Thus doth their /zght come to 
ad ollek.s: ſhine before Men, ſo that they ſeeing their goed works, 
| ” are moved zo glorifie the Father which # in Heaven: 
NEPHES. This is to walk as Children of the. light, and to 

- WPkil-2- ſhine as lights in the midſt of a froward and a 
13. dark Generation, which will be the great convi- 
Qion and condemnation of thoſe wicked men 
they live amongſt, and their own high prayſe and 
great reward another day : This was the high 
rayſe of Noah, Gen. 6. 9. Noah was.s juſt Man in 
Fs Generation : Why, what Generation was that ? 
it was an evill Generation ; When all Fleſh bad cor+ 
rupted their wayes before the Lord, Noah full kept 
his integrity, He was a juſt Man in bis Generation. 
For Abraham in Caldea, Lot in Sodom, Job in Vx, 
Noah in his Generation to hold faſt his integrity, 
was their high praylſe. | i 
Og? ws And 


<<. 
£4 
a - H_ ue 
J-ny : 


. * wy , 
6-4 .: a OOO I» et ew ou" 1 Mb 1 vc ln 0 tte A WAS ot | _ 
- . p 4s £4 , 


_ -_ —o——— COOTR—S_ C- 
Hap  —_— = ky: - . . 
= * —_——_— —— / - 
. 


| bawe ſuffered enough; Ang this ariſeth out of thoſc 


. enely am "left, and they ſeek, my Life to take it away: 


plagued like other men, as the Prophet Dayid: oby 


Elijah? une: D 


 Andſagve ap Is. 
thefirſt of his FR Jn re 
bad ſeen. 

We come now $o ceabden of he ſecrindiwbieh 
refhe&8 the evill that-he hed Pffered, Satis Twis,-1 


lj CaE. 
f the evi be 


words in the latter end of the 24.;ver. They hame 
Slain thy. Propbets mith the edge of the Sword, :aud I 


By this, you may gather in what condition he was 
in reſpe& of ſufferings, by Perſecution, Baniſh- 
ment, ," Aa Roan rarity of Ganga, 
'threatning even Death it ſelf. | 46.0 
The inference from hence i is this. | 
| That it. is no news to ſee the beſt of Saints to 
ſuffer the worſt things that.the world can do{un> - 
tothem : To ſee Joſeph * in-the Priſon, Feb'u pot $9324] 
the dunghill, Feremy in the dungeon, Jonah in he $28 
Whales belly, Iſay under the Saw, Paul under theF.: _y 
Axe, Stephen under 'a' ſtorme of Stones; and: all {£7.55 
this under the handsof: wicked mien : And: more 
then this, When ſuch wicked and ungodly men 
live at eaſe, and in peace, proſper, and flouxiſh, 
Come in ng misfortune like other:men ; neither.are they 


ves, Pſal.73+5. Theſe things may {cem fixange 


to a 


: . _—_ o 
3, te ne” 1 ERIE 
Li : - _ F ; þ "Y 


Ito) leaner a pprehepſion, ahddces but they are 

: nonews to thoſe chat are well read in the wayes ' 
of Providence ; nor ſirange neither, when wiſely 
weighted, 2and--rightly- conſideted;: And to help 
+ you in" thoſe Ccofefericicnt; 1 commend you to | 
two of Davids Plalmes, the 37. and 73. both * 
»{pent wholly upon this ſubje&, to take away the | 
ircandall'of' the Croſs: In both which, he firſt | 
:rayſesthe Obje@ions; and'then brings in full an- 
'ſwers to them, for the clearing of Gods Juſtice in 2 
-this croſs diſpenſation of Providence, and for the | 
.Catisfymg-of himſelf and others in- this matrer: ? 
I ſhall therefore wave what: the Prophet hath | 
- there delivered, and onely ſhew you very briefly ! | 
'{dme Reaſons why, and how it comes fo to paſs, | 
and what profitable Ufe' we may make of this _ | 
' Meditation, and ſo paſs on to the next. F 
_ Reaſons. l 
If you ask me then, How it comes to-paſs, that 
* ' the beſt men ſhould ſuffer the worſt things hete 

in this world ? ] Anſwer. 


. 


moon... rods.” Ma. at a _ESS 


oli This proceeds from the malice of Satan, 
ever contriving miſchief ” the Ch urch, Frith 
to the utter ruine of it, if it were poſſible, That 


NokG- the the gates of hell ſhould prevail againſt it : "Thee is 
ſ an 


' an enmit heth cen the Woman-and: he'Serx [t, 
{ which will neverbþe reconciled, Eo nee 
! _ 2. From the hatred that wicked men (well. 
1 nigh as bad as himſelf) bear againſt ic; his very 
{ Inſtruments and Agents are ready toexceute his 
7 will upon it:- The enmity is not: onely between $933 fx 
| the Woman and the Serpcnt, but between their 
! Seed alſo: Wicked men are the very Sced of the 
| Serpent, and doe as naturally-malighe-and hate 
. 3 the Church, and Children of God,/as the Serpend 
| doth a man. 
4 3- From their own. folly, 1 which by ſinne lay 
themſclves open. co their malice.: Balaam knew he 
| | could have no power over the Iſraelites to hute 
. 7 them, except he could deviſe ſome way how ta 
| draw them to fin againſt God, But when he had 
| contriv'd a way to make them.conimit Fornication 
with the Daughters of Moab, he. knew he had his 
3 purpole on them in expoſing them to wrath and 
Lay 4s; 1% Numb. 25. 
. This comes to paſs by the Juſt and wile 
| pes of God,not onely permitting, but .or- 
| dering] it fo, for holy ends, and good purpoſes. 
, For tryall of their Faith, that they may rob 
come out of Rh as Gold refined. 
2. For exerciſe of theic Graces, Vt probentur,” . 


appro- 


> ors — kd 4 Ml —_— SY & 


4 
[ 
: 
: 
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a owed, im RN: agen of; 3 17 of Fr 
Fs For pn and tforrify\ ing s of their 
By. aw erucifying of * cheit laſt and inor- 
dinato affeftions.* + ** + | 
7.24. *For holding of : chem PR 7 
Reperranes; ons ba and A confta k 
p. "af God. 3 
For: ch iwoy ning- ha from this- pre- | 
Nev. exalt world, rhat they might ſeck and affeQt | 
{© ; -better things in a better on And mind the 
7 things that are above; Colof. 3 
21 6.-Thaethey: aty-bia ve? ;ea946 canto heres 4 
after, They ars chaftiſed in rb# world; that they may | 
nor paramore world, 1 Got: ' Hf ELM 7 
2. >0 £9217 2079 C1695 ci} 07 20213 wine Y 
Ar theſe: thenexdewity God 'fuffereth tits | 
Sulntoko ſulla! 'Therr welcome: fulfering s by the [ 
] 


grace of God ;'welcome'aftliftions by che will of 
God,they ſball be a benefitiuntb ws, x preater ads 
vaſtage thei the Ef(e, Pate, aid” Proſperity of 
wicked men-e#h be'unts them*nay,-ther theſe + 
could have been unto 6tir ſelves, if: we had had n 
them: E3ſe ſlayeth the fooliſh, ind the poſperity of }y, 
fools deftroyetb-thevi Prov. 1. $2. Standing Pooles }, 
gather mud-and dirt, when running Streams keep Jy 
pure: 


ptre-and\ clear: Wirid und Thudder purge the | 
Ayte; and the Fire doth nor" conſame;burtefine 
the Gold'that is caſt info it: And ſack-ace” the 
ſufferings of the Saints and ſervants of ; God: to 
thoſe that ate exerciſed underthem> 1! 1171 | 4 
' 2, Think not ſtrange of cthoſe'fiefy tryalls,and- i« 
that the beſt men are ſo often underthem,ie were ANCe"1 
ſtrange-if it were not-ſo ; Chriſtianne Crucianus, | 
the Croſs is the Chriſtians badpe, the Cognifance = _ | 
of a Diſciple,our Lord himfelf-the Caprain of our 7962. | 
ſalvation,was made perfe@ through fufferings; he 19- 
carried the” Croſs -upon” bis own'rſhoulders>up ; 
{ Mourit Calvary, upon which himſelfwagCrugifi- (4-19.17 
! ed: and we may not think much that come after ,, - 
3 him, with Symos the Cyrenian, to carry oneend of Heck 1 
| it: Shew me the man of any ſtanding in the A 
* | fefſi6n'of Chriſtichity, that hath 'been'conftancly 


Þ 
? 


p free from ſufferings 5 and I will ſay, He 5s either a 
: 2? Miracle, 'or 's Monſter in Religion. TA. 
G * "x-- Think not the worſe neither of your ſelves, 


4 nor others in this caſe: Crofles are not Curſes nor 

jo | the greateſt ſufferers (therefore ) the greateſt ſin- - - 
1 ners: The ſufferings of che Saints are ſo'farr from 
of | being Arguments"of Gods difpleaſure' towards 
-* }them 3; that clean'contrary, they are rather evi- 
P Jdences of his love and favour: $6 St. Paul Ar- 
od Oy D gues, 


ghee Hb 13.6. I bow be loouth be liſten by aud 
certeSierh every Sayye whom be receiueth. St. Ferame 
neverfcarcd his eſtate worſe,then when'for three | 
yeass togecher be.lived in peace, and was free from | 
38 14. al trou ble:ardadyerfity. If thou faint in the | 
40- timeof adverſity, thy Rrength is ſmall, Remem- | 
ber, all. a=: of bleſſings and good things | 
made to Goda Children,are made with exception ” 
of the Groſs, againſt which, even grace and good= 
neſs,picty and obedience, bolineſa i it ſelf is no pro». | 
teion : Sandity.and ſuffering may Rand toge= | _ 
qher;-T wah holy ones of . whom God ſpake, | | 
P fuk Bg. 32: 33: Their iniquity will I wiſet wed the 7 | 
 xyaod, andiheir fins with ſcourges : but my lowing kind- "| * 
-, will ] never take from os wor Tufer my truth 7 
top ailes cit mL1bO1 14 L 
. Beware of murmwring, by no means ſufter | ! 
{1 your hearts co. break out tn anyevyill thoughts | * 
| againſt God and his Pfovidence, even in his moſt © 
pee proceedings againiiyou, as, he dealt coo h 
1 bod uit; hardly with you, this were to.chatge God fooliſh- ,” 
<4 Y:4-by But let him be ever Juſtified in bis ſayings and ,* 
i-7.4 floings, ed clear when be i Juaged : : and to ſilence £7 
all clamour, murmurings,and mutinous thoughts... 
In this caſe, take with you theſe two confidera- | þ 
tions, Firſt, See fin in all, let the means by which þ 


you 


" Eljjah's 2»we Dim/er 5 _—_ 
you ſuffer be what it'will\dnd the Infirumetite 
of it what they can, doe but Iook'well ints 4e, 
| and you ſhall find, Sinre lyes at the bottome”: 
1 Davidſaw this, Pfal. 25. 18: EotRipo# wy bdver- 
| fity and biy trodb ls, and forgioe md al by ſins: Jebe- 
1 myſawitin his EamcirdttoÞs, tap.'3:' 39: Why doth 
living man complain, #11 ſaffering for bis ſinnes'? 
| as if he ſhobld\ ſay; There'> no reafon for it Yer bins 
| conſider well of i, and be ſhall fintt is Shines are 
/ greater then hy ſufferings, bs ſufferings leſs then hns 
4 deſervinge. Secondly, See God in'alt;"though fin 
be the caufe'sf all 3 *tis Gott thit the Jalſperdf 
7 att: Ti there any ett! in the City, ant the Dorthanbcnos16. 
| not done it? And if it be the Lord, let hith dve 1 
« what he will ; he neither can,nor will doe mijift- 
. | 19? When Moſes told 4aror in 2'grie vous affliftion 
 , that befell him, Levit.'10. That 'it was from the 
, | Lord: The Text fays, Aarou held his peace, wer''S. 
a 


he had no more to ſay, If zt be the Forts Aoi, ket 
bl TH E190 4139 Is > AN oc: 4 YS. | 
him doe what is god 'in by eyes ; his ill be done'$s 
"well upon ws, as by us ; and ai well in taking awily, as 
« .* giving : Ever (ay with holy Job m'the ike cale, 
4 'Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, Job 74) "RA 
., 5. Intheſufferinfjs bf the Saints aid ſervants : 
'of God here inthis ( Ad. let witked and 'ungod- 
2.2 men reade their own doom), and certainly con. 
a D 2 clude, 


Oh bw 


5; 
A 


» FX . 


| SHES, 


a»  Eljaly move Done | 
alude,That then hays a heavy rockeningto make 
to God jn the day af account, that great is, the 
wrath.of' the, Almighty, againſt them, and fear- 
_ full the ] Judgewents that dox ayaic them : Behold 


Fr. oF 23. (ith the Lox YLeiſir.t the City upon which my name 


wry 


is called; and dee you think to eſcape ® you ſhall not 
Mon a Aud if the righteaze be fopy goo Pol no | 
«ſhall the ungodly, and the. Sinner sppear © Surely, it | 
he doe ſo (eyerely ſcourge his own Children with 
Scourges, he will rorment them with Scorpions. 


\Folamen abſerved in his time, Eccleſe 8, ri. That |; 


theconſe Judgement was mot ſpeedily execmted updu evill 
1\doerg.; therefore the heart+ of the ſopnex of men were 
wholly ſet upon wickedneſs. But there is no reaſon 
fort, if chey knew all ; alas ! they ſce not that 


7. _ with the Grave, and with Hell be at agreement ; 


7 16-14; Peace, peace unto themſelves, where there wo peace, 


ro their ſouls, Ede, bibe, Iyde, Eat, drink, and be 


W 25:27 
br "i Mecading noyic, Stulti hac wile Ts aight ſball tbe) 
SB T7 fetch 


? 


_ i Wi their day, is comming,they may make a Covenant 


but that > ah will not ſtand: The y may cry, * 


and (a ſleep a while incheir ſecurity, but their 
damaatian ſleepeth nor : they may fing Requiems - 


7 "merry 3 þut they lee not the hand- -wrciting on the 


WD nx Wall, Mene, Mene,® c. They art weighed in the bal-\ 
lance, and are found. too: light.: they heare not the | 


f 


- fetch awd tby foul, With what deriſion doth the 
lene God ſpeak to ſuch, Eccleſ. 11. 'g. Re- 


joyce,,O| young Man, in thy youth, and let thy heart 
 .cheere thee inthe dayes of thy youth, and walk inthe 
8 ſight of : thine eyes, and the: wayer of thine beart > Bt 
5 remember, that for all theſe things God will bring thee 
into judgement. But the Lord (peaks terror to them. 
” by his coyall Prophet Dawid, Pal. 50. a1. Thaz, 
' and thus haſt thon done; and I held my-tongne, and 
' thouthoughteſtme ſuch a one as thy ſelf : but I will 
reprove thee, and ſet thy Sinns in order before thee. 
Beloved, take this tor a moſt certain Obſeryation, 
_ 'Tis the 'moſt dangerous ftate in the world; for 
© a man to poe on m fin, and proſper ; to live in 
| fin, and to live at caſe, free from adverſity'#nd 
 * affliction: Epbraim # given unto Idols : let him alone, 
> | ſaith the Lord by the Prophet Hoſes,' cap. 4.17 
» | Nols iftam miſericordiam, (faith St. Jerome) Lord 
>» , ler me bave wone of that mercy, to be let alone in my 
r Sim: Seinge, ure, feca ut in Aternum parcas : Let 
me {ufferany thing in this life that thou ſhalt 
e plcafetolay upon me, that I may be ſpared in the 
e , . life ta come, and have nothing to ſuffer in the 
/- other world. Let all fecure finners know, There 
ic | + 18a Pit digging up for them, a very ſignificant ex+ 
1 piellian of the Prophet, Pal. 94. 13. Untill the 
'c P 33 


54 


| ly.: Now the longenthe 
Pit is in digging, the deeper it will be; and the 


deeper it is, the greater will be the fall ' intro ir, 
aug. the more impollible the-recovery out of it-3 
- and {a deep it may.bey-that- it. may letthe- ſinner 


- down. into Hell ict (elf. I conclude this Point 


with that Advertiſement. of St. Paul, which he 
gives to all ſuch ſecure. ſinners, Riw.'2. 4- Know 
ye. not that the pattence and: long ſuffering'of God 
IM i. ſpould leade to Repentanee ? But thou out of thine 
bardneſs, and heart thet cannon repent, veafureft up 


nunto.thy Jelf wrath ageinſt the day of wrath, and the 


declaration of 'tbe righteous judgement of (Gga." Arid 


what a miſerable thing is chis, for aman to trea«» 
ſuce..up unto himiclt wrath agadaſt che! day of 
wrath, and all hjs days to; ber:caerying fucll to 


| that fire, in which himſelf is eternably co burn? 


Eaftly, From this truth, let all men certainly 
concludge a Judgement ro come 3 for he that is 


the Judge of all the world-hath ſaid it, That he-will 


render to every Man according to' his works, Rom. 
A. 6. But we (ee, that ts not done in this life :_ In 
this: life. here are croſs diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, by which ic falls out oft times clean'eon- 
tzary: Solomon obſerved this in/his time, Eceleſ.'8. 
I 4+ That there:be righteowe' Mey to whom it cometh 
4c= 


I "OR. Caen 8», 
| PII OS” Ion y © lor 


'V 


3 gpecordingtovbe working 
wicked Men ro whom it cometb according ts the work, 
of the righteous. The royall Prophet David before 
him obſerved the ſame, Pſzl. 73. and complainerh 
of ir; That the wicked flouriſh, when the righteons 3.7" # 
periſh ; they live at eafe,and bave all things that their 
hearts can wiſh. When the righteous are under the 
Croſs, and under the Rod, chaftiſed every Mbrn- 
ing, and viſited every moment, Hic piztatis honos ? 
: Ts this the reward of Piety? Is this to render to 
 * - every man according to his works ? ſurely no:and 
23 if things ſhould reſt thus, then well mighe Saitit 
j Paul complain, That of all Mer, the Saints and: ſtr- \ 
ants of God were moſt miſerable + If in thyz life onely;Gor.18) 
we have hope, then are we of all Men moſt miſerable +19, 
” Butfay notfo, and think not fo ; but poſfefs ybur > 
© ſouls with patience for a time, and thark the'end, ” 
'- and you ſhall find, it is not ſo. Remember that 
| of Sr, Paul, As 17. yt. That Godt bath appointed a 
day wherein to Tudge the world in righteoaftefs, by 
bis Sonne Jeſus Chriſt, when he will make all theſe 
croſs reckonings right and freight, wherein he27755. 
will render tribulation to them' that have trou> 1-4-7 : 
| bled his, and to thoſe that have been troiibled, 
__ reſt with him; when he will ſay to all thoſe ſecure 
and ſenſuall ſinners, (as to the rich Epicure'in the 


Goſpel) 


C I Sager a | '& ; "IP I 
the wicked and there be 


fE 


(6 Goſpel) Fans We 21 op ww Ge " "One 
ved pleaſure, and theſe my ſervants received pain:uow 
they are comforted, and you are tormented: that's the 
day, wherein this Word ſhall be niade good, That 
.1+he will render to every Main according to. "bis works, 
therefore called, The day of refreſhing, As 3. 19 
The day of reflanration : : The day of the declaration * 
| the righteous judgement of God, Rom. 2.5. Gods 
TJudgements are alwayes righteous, butithey are 
not alwayes declared tobe fo:but then they ſhall 
be declared tobe ſo in the ſight of all the dd. 
men, and Angels, and they ſhall all, confeſs and 
ut vga, as. in the Plalme; Verely there 14 d- reward. for 

Malls the righteous : doubtleſs + hs is a God that Jucgeth 
the earth, 

\. Ando we have done with the Prophets focomd 
Satis eft, the ſecond of his eno ugbs, ſpoken in' re- 
ference to what he had ( affered Satis Tali, I bave 
ſuffered enough, We now pals to the third, C poken 
in reference to what. he had dope... 

. ' Satis Feci, 1 bawe done enough : "And this 

LE viſerb out of the firſt words of the 14. verſe, I 
-. have keen very, jealous, or zealous, for the Lord 

" Ged vwf Hoſts : This word is very {i ſignificatit and 

mn comprehenſive, it.contains in it much; as the 

wW- Faithfull gicharge of his Duty in the Office of a 

| y Prophet 
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7 Prophet whereunto he was called, hrs care to 

I maintain the true Religion and Worſhip of God, © 
4 his courage in reproving the ſinns of the ten. 
7 Tribes, even in the greateſt, Ahab himſelf not | 
| excepted; his zeal in convincing and ſilencing, q,;,. ; 
2 the Prieſts of Bal in thoſe perillous times, when 

{ they had the proteCtion and countenance of Au- 

| thority on their fides, and much more : And that 

| he did not theſe things coldly, negligently, per- 

! tuncorily ; but with all earneſtneſs and fervency, 

* (as the word imports) for it comes from 245, to 

| hifle,as Iron doth, when being red hot it 18 diptm 

1! Warer, ſuch was his aCtiviry in the performance 


: of theſe his duties, and fervency of affection : 
1 Quicquid egit, walide egit, as the Italians are ſaid | * 
1 to doe: The zeal of Gods Houſe did even conſume +ſoh-2- | 
| bim, as another Prophet ſpeaks ; he did theſe du- '* 
ties with zeal as hot as fire : Neither in this te- 
ftimony did he arrogate to himſelf any thing at 
all more then due, nor commend himſelf above 
his meaſure, the Story of his Life and AGions - 
evidently declares the truth of what he here al(-.- 
ſerts, That he had been very wealous for th; id. TOES. 
: Godof Hoſts, in doing bjs Will, in ſeeking bis Glory, : PEN 
Tand in wpholding and maintaining bis true Worſhip | 
} againſt all eppoſers, &c. =” OR 
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The, Eras from benerh are theſe - + 
firſt, Thoſe that are-for God, muſt doe-| 
"the will of God. | 
The ſecond, It is not enough to doe it, Opere 
”  , operato; but they muſt do it as it ſhould be done, | 
> :*-4_ in. duc manner, with due affections, and they | 
| muſt doe it home, orels it will never reach to | 
Elijab's ſatis eſt, Ir is enough. p 
The third, Ic ſha]l be their greateſt comfort in ® 
che evill dey, that they have done ſo : the illaci- # 4 
on of theſe is clear out of Elijab's Satis eft in the | 
Text, compar'd with the firſt words of the-14. ©. 
- irlt, Thoſe that are for God, muſt do the will 
of God i in thar Place, Calling, and Condition of # 
Lite wherein God hath ſet them : They muſt do 
 . his will, whether it be Prophet, or Apoſtle, or a® 
|. - common Chriſtian, Magiſtrate, or Miniſter, or © 
common Beleever, every one muſt in his el 
the will of God : It is our dayly Prayer, That by” 
"will may be dorie in Earth,as it is in Heaven : And in + 
"this Prayer, [s it fit that we ſhould over-look our _ 
ſelves ? No, as it is our dayly Prayer, fo it ſhould þ 
L be our dayly practiſe to doe his will : Not ewery / 
lled-7. one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, fball enter into | 
= "be Kingdom of Heavep, but be that doth” the will of * 
Dnt wy F Se” which * i in Heaven. Not the hearers, but | 
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theſe things, bleſſed are you if you doe them. Chri- ., 
Rianiry calls for Action 3 1t is not Logical, but 
Morall ; not {peculative, but practique : it conſiſts -* 
not in ſaying, nor in knowing, nor in'profeſling, 
but in working z there muſt be a Fecz in it: Regnuny 
Dei non datar otiofts, (as St. Bernard ſpeaks) The 
Kingdom of God is not given to idle profeſſors, 
and pretenders : The Calling of a Chriſtian is a 
laborious Calling, a Building, a Husbandry, a 
Warfare, all theſe call to work, there is ſomthing 
Z ro be done whereby we may bring glory to God, 
p good ro men;and comfort to our own ſouls : The 
ery Heathen were ſenſible of this, That they 
|| were bound to do ſome good in the Generation 
2 wherein they lived ; and they that did not ſo, 
? they were reproach't, as Kar ponaus terrz, An 
2 unprofitable burden to the Earth. Fruges. con- 
*ſumere nati : as if they were born onely to de- 
voure the good things of the Earth. He was an 
honeſt Moraliſt that ſpake it, Mortem: non timeo, 
4 " quia ita vixi, nt fruſtra me natum non exiſtimens : || 
Jy ain not afraid to dye, becaulc I have ſo lived, as 
fd that no man may think that I was born in vain : : 
WE reltimony that may ſhame many Chriſtians, that 
| ſolive and dye, as if they were born in vain, uri= 
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#1 * doom of the unprofitable ſervant in the Goſpel, | 

"1" Toke the unprofitable ſervant, bind bim hand fey 

. foot, and caſt him into utter darkneſs : He doth not | 
charge him as being an hurtfull teryant, but as an 
unproficable ſervant ; not with waſting his Talent, 
but with not improving it. Beloved, God looks 

we ſhould be profitable ſervants, that we ſhould | 

bring glory co his name, honour to the Golpel, ? 

-. and that we ſhould do 200d in our Generation, | . 


ming into it, not the worle : Can any man ima- v 
gine, or can it ſtand with reaſon to think, That # 
the moſt holy God, and wiſeCreator of all chings, | 7 
ſhould Create fach a Creature as: Man: is fork 
nought, and not look for {ervice from him, and 7 
plory out of him ? Why, there is no Creature char 
he hath made, though never ſo mean and defſpica- A 
ble, but he looks for glory by it, and "arcs out 3 
of it, in it's kind ; Natura nibil facit fruſtra, T he 
God of Nature hath made nothing in vain : And _ 
ſhall Man, the moſt. excellent piece of. the Crea- 
tion (next unto the Angels) be unſerviceable,and,? 
bring in nothing to. the glory of the Creator 2 | 
Maa, endued with ſuch rare gifts and abilities to” 
doc good" Awichall, both to him(ſclf. and others-:! 
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Nid the Creator endue him with ſuch rare excel- 
| Tencies above the reſt of the Creatures, {uch as” 
Underſtanding, Will, Memory, AfﬀeGions, Rea» ** 
ſon, Judgement, Knowledoe, Conſcience, for 4 
noughrt ? No ſurely, To whom much is given, of {ut , 
him much will be required : Great Receipts will 


make men liable to great Accounts : A time will-”- þ 
T1 


come when they (hall give an account both of :: 
cheir Time, and of their Talents, how they have ». 
nſed and improved them, what good chey have”* ? | 
done with them. Beloved, That man (hall never BY 
dye comfortably, which hath not in his life time, 
in ſome ſort, anſwered the end of his Creation : : 
The end of his Creation 1s, to glorifie God, to do 
good to men in his Generation,and to further the 
falvation of his own foul :. Bleſſed 5s that ſervants 
Z whom when by Maſter cometh, he ſoall find (0 doing, 340: 46: 
1 Uſer. i 
3 1. It reproves all carnall, careleſs, and ſecure 
Chriſtians,it I may call chem-ſuck, and not rather 
Epicures,or Atheiſts, that make no Conſcience at 
all of doing good'; ſure they think (ſalvation WH 
come of courte, and God will drop: down happi- 
_ nels into their laps, while they ſit ſtill, and never Mt 
3 Iookafterie, What ſhall we eat,or what ſhall we”. 2. 9 
3 drink, or wherewithall ſhall we be.cloathed 3.are” © 
[ the- 
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neceſſary, wholly layd afide : Surely a great part 
of the world are very Atheiſts, they either think 
EN 5 '= there's no heaven at all,or they are much miftaken 
_ inthe way to it, and the means of attaining it : 
AG) - We mult work, walk, run, fight the good fight 
Tin. of Faith; Scrive co enter 1n at the ſtreight gate, 
$-02, 7 through many tribulations, many ſufferings, ma- 
24. ny combarings; there are Corruprions to be mor- 
| pr: tified, Luſts co be crucified, Temptations to be re- 
G fi ſted, Afflictions to be ſuffered, Spteituall wicked- 
En neſſes to be wraitled withall : Qui cupit optatam 
' car ſu contingere metazn,multa tulit faitq, pins ſudavit 
> alſzt : Chriſtianity is no idle Calling, it will 
takeup the whole man, and the whote tine, it 
will keep us doing in the practile of all Chriſtian 
7 duries, and the exerciſe of all Chriſtian graces. 
> * -2, Fhis reproves the Scepticks, and Gnoſtichs 
of theſe times, whoſe Religion lyes all in their 
Brain, and in their Tongue, the Practique part 
_ of Chriſtianity they lay by, and place 'itail in 
' Theory and Speculation, they have found out a 
neerer way to heaven then ever ourFathers knew, 


the things that take up ; their care and thoughts? 
we But the Unum neceſſarium, that one thing that is 
hb 


' an eaſier,and a cheaper, they can talk themſelves $ 
4 Fhither, and diſpute chemſelves thither,, and all # 
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itatall; the good works which Chriſtianity calls 
for, they pay with good words ; their devotion is 
turn'd into diſputing, their faith into faFtion,and 
their charity into contention ; the mayne of Re- 
ligion they place in hearing of Sermons. Pliny 
writes of a certain Serpent, Aure concepit, Ore 
parit, That it concecives in the Eare, and brings 
forth at the Mouth ; as fit an Embleme tor ſuch 
profeſſors as can be : They conceive by the Eare, 

in an inſatiable deſire of Hearing; and bring forth 
at the Mouth, by endleſs diſputing, and diſcour- 
ſing. But as to the Hand by working, or the Foot 
by walking, their Religion teacheth not, without 


3} which,all the reſt is but vain,as St Laps tells us. Ghal- 


Therefore; Set me as 4 ſeale upon thine heart, and as 
a bracelet upon thine arme, \(aith the Church to 


Chriſt, Cant. 8. 6. Upon which, Se. Bernard thus 


3 Gloſſeth, In corde ſunt cogitationes, in brachi1s ſunt 


1 #perationes, ergo ſuper cor, ® ſuper brachium : The 
; heart is the (eat of affc&tons, the arme the In- 
ſtrument of ations: Set me therefore as a ſcale 


4 upon thy heart,and as a bracelet upon thiae arme, 


that with the one I may.everaffet, and with the 


1 other cff:& the things that pleaſe thee. Beloved, 
23 Not onely the Law, but the Golpel, every where. 
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calls for good works at our hands : Be zealous of 
good works, Titus 2. 14. Fruitfull in good works, 
Col. 1. 10. And let ours alſo learn to ſhew forth 
good works : What though they be not Cauſa 
Kegnandi, The cauſe why we ſhall reign ? yer , 
they are, Via Kegni, The way to the Kingdom,and |? 
the way which God hath appointed we ſhould 7 
walk in thither : What though they doe not ju- 
ſiifie, nor merit ? yet they are profitable for ne 
ccflary uſes : By them is our Heavenly Father glo- 
rified, the Goſpel of Jelus Chriſt honoured, and 
adorned ; They are evidences of the ſoundneſs of | 
our Faith, .the ſincerity of our .profeflion ; they '- 
bring comfort to the Conſcience here, and there 
is a certain reward for them in Heaven ; though 
not, Propter opera ; yet Secundum opera, according 
14, £o our works to be given unto us.  Bleſfed are the 
1 dead which dye inthe Lord, even ſo ſaiththe ſfirit, 
La. for they reſt from their labours, and their warks fol- 
' bow them : And happy is he which bath ſtore of 
Þro-71/. them in that day to prayſe him in the gates, 
_ Zach And thus much of the firſt inference, drawn 
'% from Elyjah's third Satzs eſt, that 1s, I bave done 
FE, enough : Thoſe that are tor God, muſt do the will 
f "TO .of —_ 7+ 
6 © - 2. The ſecond follows, and *cis this, That it is | 
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Elijah's roxe Demitts, gz 
7 notenough'to doe the will of God,Opere operate 3 
but they muſt doe it as it ſhould be done, or els 
7 it will never reach to the Sets eft in the Text: 
* Now this Sar eff, hath reſpe& to two things in 
'Z doing the will of God. Firſt, the manner of do- 
2 ingat, Secondly, The extent of it. The firſt re- 
2 quires, that it be done well. The ſecond, that it 
* he done home, they both are included in the 
' Word Zealows : | have been Zealous for the Lord 
4 Godof Hoſts. Zeale is a vehement afte&ion,come 
poſed of Love and Anger ; and Aﬀtions flowing 
from theſe two,arec ever done in earneſt, they are ' 


* 


4 done home, and throughly ; and fo ought we to 
2 doe all things that we doe for God : The Opme 
 9peratum, the work done will not ſerve the turne, 
* but it muſt be rightly qualified in all the circum- 
ſtances of it, and done in a right manner : It we 


a »%.* 
love the Lord our God, we muſt love him with a4 > | 
Pur heart, with all our ſoule, with all our mind, | 

gnd with all our ſtrength : If we ſerve him, WE Wat | 
mult (erve him with reverence and godly fear : If © 28: 2 
we worſhip him, we muſt worſhip him in Spirit, Jo 4. | 
and in Truth. Luther (aid well, That God loves Ade 7 24- 
perbs,rather then Verbs, the manner of doing. more 
$en che work done, the will more then the deed, 
hc mind more then the matter; we muſt not ſerve 


F God 
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'Go8 regtghnity, nor We muſt not i ſteve: y | 
halves, either of theſe make our obedience Fall |; 
ſhort of Elijab's Satzs eft in the Text. To ſay; we |; 
belbeve in God, we love God, atid wet fear God, | ' 
, and not to obey him ; to ſhew oar faith by our 
Works, and our fear by our worſhip, Non ſatss of, © FA 
it is not enough 3 but to our faith to'Joyn our | 
obedience, and to our fear to joyn our worſhip, ® 5 
ef 'and. to our love our care to keep his Commande- | 
ol ments, Satz; eſt, it is enough : To profeſs that we f 
| (v8 know Gad, to confeſs his Name, to draw neer | 
| unto him with our lips, and in all outward des © 
portment to have a form of godlineſs, Non ſatis 4 | 
eft, it is not enough ; but to know God in Chriſt, ! 
TR 599, reconciling the world unto himſelf, to draw neer:! | 
unto him with our hearts, and deareſt affefions, © ] 
y Tim 35 and with the form of godlineſs to ſhew forth the / b 
} {/ 4.42/-power of it, Satis eſt, it is enovgh : To cry Lord, | / 
L 
b 


of cm 2-29, 
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Np. Cord, as in LOS Goſpel, and Templum Domini Tem: 
Wisr.7. 4. pm Domini, The Temple of the Lord, The Temple 3 
F of the Lord, as the iy did an Teremy, Non ſat 
j eſt it is not enough : But to do the will of our Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, and in his Temple to ©, 
ſpeak of his Honour, and to worſhip him aright, To 
Satis eſt, it 1s enough. To make our boaſt of God, } F 
and of his Law, to heare every day a Sermon, to & 
knov 


f know-theMiftery of the Goſpel], to have a mouth - 
7 full of Scripture ready at all times to throw at 
3 an\adverſary in diſpute or diſcourſe, Nox ſatis eſt, 
it 1ynotenough : But to know the truth as it is*  * 
Þ in Jeſws, to regeive the truth with the love of 2 705-0 
7 the truth, to anſwer the end of the Evangelicall 
3 Law, which is love out ef a pure heart, a good !7j1-(- 
# Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned, Satzs eſt, It 7s 
©) enough. To bring multitudes of. Sacrifices and 
| ] Oblations unco the Lord, to ſtretch out our,hapds 
" 3 before him, and co make many Prayers, Non ſatie 
; A eft, It 3 not enough : But to waſh us, to niake us Fa.i.i@ 
: 4 clean, to take away the evill of our works from. 7 _ 
q before his eyes, to ceaſe to doeevill, and learn 
*.7 todoe well, Satrs eft, It enough. To come be- 
'N fore the Lord with thouſands of Rams, and ten 
' thouſand Rivers of Oyle, to give the fruit of wy, 
' body for the fin of my ſoule, (Micha 6. 6, 7.) Non -- © 
: ſatis eft, It 3s not enough : But, To doe Pudgement, ub. | 
230 love Mercy, and to walk humbly before the Lord, 4 
"Sat eſt, It 33 enough. To conclude this point, To. 
be admitted into the viſible Church, to be matri- 
,culated into it by Baptiſme, tolive in a profeſſed 
;{ubjection to the Gotpel of Chriſt, tocome to 
y *Church, to hear Sermons, to ſit out the Service, 
'3and at the appointed times to Receive the Sacra- 


t08 | 
* F 3 ment 
\t F 


(0 


| | fnient: of the Lords Supper] Chhongh 4 this be more 1 


ſatis ef, It #4 not enough : But tomake' ir our care Þ; 


then we can gain of many among; you ) Nvn . 


all the Jayen of our lite, to make good the Cove. *) 


nant which we'made in our Bapritme, to become +1 
Membersof thee invifible Church, incorporated 
ito it, and united unto rt by the bonds of faith, 
and of the ſpirit, to expreſs the power of the 
Word, Sacraments, and Spirit working by them 
in a conſtant holy walking before the Lord, as 
becomes the Members of that holy Society, Satis 
ez, It 14 enough. And ſo we have made good the 
ſeeond The: ; drawn out of Eljjab's third 
Satis et, in ewe ro what he had done, Satis 
Feci, I have done enough. But ftay a little, be- 
fore we take our leave of this Satzs eff, it is ne- 
cefſary we ſhould anſwer an ObjeGion that lyes 
In our way, and muſt be removed before we can 
ptoceed any further. 

Oh;. Quid audio? What ts that I heare ? Satis 
Feci, 1 hawe done enough : Who can ſay (o ? be he 
a Prophet, be he an Apoſtle, an Evangeliſt, be he 
the holieft of Saints that ever lived, can he ſay 
of himſelf, Satzs Feci, I have done enough: ® bo 

there'a Satyy' in our obedience unto which we ma y 
one; and then ſay, It z enongh 2 2 Our Saviour 
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7 tells us; Th bes we have done all that we'can, we Tk 7 
” dre uiprofitable ſervants : How then can x ſay, ” 
1 It 5s enough ? Or, I have done enough © 
$ ' Sol. To this [ anſwer by a double diſtin&ion. | 
Z -- Ficſt thas, There isa'Sati'ad Tutificationem 3 3. © 
7 And there is a Satis ad Teſtificationem : There is a 
| Satis as to Juſtification : And there 1s a Satzz as ta. 
+ Teſtification. As to the former, there ts no man 
' can ſay, He bath done enough. Enter net into judge- 
| went with thy ſervant, O Lord, for in thy fight ſhall 
no man living be juſtified, Pal. 143. 2. 
| Burtas to the later, there is a Sati ad teftifica= 
4 tiozem,to teſtification,that is, To teſtifie the truth. 
+; of our faith, the ſincerity of our obedience, and 
>the uprightneſs of our hearts in the: Service of 
- God. When Abraham was fo ready, upon Gods 
* command, to offer up his Sonne Jfaac in ſacrifice 
' to him, As to bring him to Mount Moriah, there toi 
«build ans Altar, to lay the Wood in order upon it, and 
"binde his Sonne to the Wood, to take the Knife in bis 
band, and to- ftretch forth his harid to Slay him : 
God ſtayes his hand, bids him hold his hand,proceed 
+ wo further, Saris eſt, 'Þ 14 exough, for now I know: 
© that thou love$Þ me, 'feeing thou baſk not refuſed to. 
\ offer up thine onely Sonze in Sacrifice to me at my com». 
Yeoend, Gen. 242+ Here's a Satiz ad Tefiificationem, 2.9. the 


Enough 
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J BY to teſtifie h his ni and ehals.; and * 


as to the Teltification of the loundneſs ofe I 
faith, the ſincerity of their obedience, ati: 


is a Satis which they may reach to, and of which 
God himfelf will teſtifie, and ſay, Satis e$i, Ir 5s 
enough, 

The ſecond diſtinQion in Anſwer to this Obje- 
Qion, is this : There is another two. fold Satz: 


Firft, Satzs ad perfeionem. 
Secondly, S2tis ad acceptationem. 


Firſt enough, In reference to perfe&ion. And, 
Secondly enengh, In reference 10 acreptation. 

As to the former, Nanquam ſatizest, we can ne- 
ver arrive to enongh, as to perfection : Our Saviour 
bath ſer us a Coppy,that we can nevei come ncer, 
489/1 Mat. & Be you perfe& as your beavenly Father is 
perſe&. Alas! our higheſt perfeGion, is to ac- 
knowledge our imperfection : and the beſt of us 
all, when we have done our beſt,to acknowledge, 
F000 Weare unprofitable ſervants : To contels, with the 
” Centurion, Domine non ſum digrus, O Lerd I ais. wot 
| MF gworthy the leabt of thy mercies : and with the Publi- 
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ſo, though none of Gods Saints.and\ ſervants can | "1 
reach to a Satr in reference to Juſtification; yet | 


- = DN * 
.Þ - 
Late. 
— 
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7 $4n;toFiay, Lord be mercifull to me of et So 
& thatifiwe look at perfeCion, Nunquam (at et, we 
Z (albneverarrive to that degree,or height of obe= 
© 4ience,as to ſay, Nanc ſatis eft, It 5s now enough. 
W 3ut if we look' at acceptation, bleſſed be God, 
7 here is a Satis,whereunto the Saints and ſervants 
7 of Almighty God may, and dee arrive, eyen in 
** his life, through the mercy of God, and the in- 
+ dulgence of our Heavenly Father, which, where2(. 8 
|| he {ces a willing mind, accepts of the will for the /?- 
2 deed, and of what we can doe, inſtead of what 
1 we ſhould doe, which accepts according to that a | 
7 man hath, and not according to that he hath not: - 
' Ando this rubb being removed, we paſs to the 
third Inference, which is this : 

That thus to have done, the will of God will 
 .} be our greateſt comfort ia an evill day, when we 
+ ſhall ftand in moſt need of it. Hezekiah found it 
| \ ſo, when the Meſlage came to him by the Prophet 
| " Iſayfrom the Lord, That he ſhould ſet bis houſe in 
; order, for he mu$t dye. O Lord remember, I have 
| © walked before thee with an upright and perfe& 
heart, and have done that which was good in thy 
> | fight, lay 3B. r, 3. Nehemiah found it ſo, who {as 
} | having done wotthily for the People cf God, in2-5:tad 
- - obtaining Commiſſion from the King of Perſia for. 


"bj . the 
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the reducing of the. Jews out of the Babylonifh 3 
Captivity, and building the Walls of Fernſalem, |: 
often comforts himſelf with the remembrance of *!; 
It, Nehemiah 13.14. Remember me, O my God in © 
this, and blot not out the kindneſs that I have ſhewed 
to thy houſe. And werſe the 22. Remember me, O | 
wy God, concerning this alſo, and pardon me according * 
tothy great mercy. And again werſe 31. Kemenber | 
* _ wie, O my God, in goodneſs. Indeed he needed not 
have put God in mind to remember him, the Lord 
would have remembred him, and his kindneſs. 
ſhewed to his people, though he ſhculd torget it : 
v Ged is not unfaithfull that he ſhould forget the 
9 '&- Jabour and love ſhewed unto his Saints. We ſee 
| in St. Mat.25.how he did remember it, when they 

had forgotten it that ſhewed it,ver. 42.4 3+ When 

TJ was hungry, you gave we to eate : when I nas | 

thirity, you gawe we to drink : when I was naked, © 

you cloathed me : ſick, and in priſon, you viſited me, »} 
A and MiniStred unto me : This they had forgotten, © 
(4-44, and therefore a:ked, Lord, when ſaw we thee 
| hungry, or thirſty, or naked, or ſick, ard in priſon, 
and Miniſtred unto thee 5 He remcinbred ir, when 
they had forgotten it,and doth not onely remem- 
ber it, Lut re ward it too, and now they finde the 
coumtort of it, With fuch a remembrance deth 
Saint 
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2 ' have keptthe Faith. Nenceforth 5s layd'u for' wi 
* « Crownof righteouſneſs. He was not afraid to ſing 


our Prophet in the Text, to make it his (uite to 
2 the Lord, To take away bjs ſoul, when he remembred, 
'* How zealons be had beer for the Lord God of: Hofts, 
: while he was in the body. The very Heathens were 
: ſenſible of this, and it was a great incitement 
Z to them to juſtice and honetty, and all morall 
\ vertue : Conſcientia  bere aGa wit*, multorumgue 
* * benefaGiorum recordatio jucund:ſſima eſt : The Con- 
24 ſcience of alife well ſpent,and the remembrance 
{ ©Z of much good done in his life time ; O what a 
z © Cordiall it is to an old man, a dying man. And fo 
 _ 1s the contrary, The remembrance of a life ill 
, ſpent, and of much cvill done in a mans lifc time, 
F 3 great a corrafive at ſuch a time ; Thou writeſt 
z © Ditter tbings againſt me, and mahkeſt me to poſſeſs the 
: FCinnsof my youth,laith Jeb,cap.13.246.and henone 
, Of the worit of men. Beloved, there will come a 
i _ Une, when Conſcience awakened, and enlighre- 
- hed, will be ſerious "# us, in calling us to ace 

®gount for things doneMn our life time, how we 
; Have ſpent our Life, our Time, and our Talents 
e-1 X eG, Gy what 
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7 '$atht Paxl comforts le Tim. 4.73] have. 
*"s. 4 x eta "lh |; 
; fonght the good fights eve finiſhed my comrſe, T 


out his Cupio Diſſolvi, T deſire to be diſſolved. Nor *4i/-f 


Z% 
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What: good werhayt 
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God, nor I | 
hath lived upon earch OXY. or fifty; or ſixty, or 
ſeventy years, or more, to doe nothing, but cate, 
anddrink, and fleep,and play,or worſe, and {pent 
kis life, Ant nibil agends, in doing nothing ; Aut 
sliud. agendo, in doing things impertinent, which 
is as good as nothing; At male agendo, or in do- 
ing evill, which is worſe then nothing ;and now 
is going out of the World, before ever .he..hath 
thought of his errand, wherefore he came into 
it : If this be not to be an unprofitable ſervant, 
what is? and what his doom. 1s, we have heard, 
and may Reade, Matthew 25. Beloved, Let this 
Meditation teach us wiſedom, fo to lay out our. 
ſelves while we live in this world, fo to improve 
our Time, and: our Talents, as that we may be 
able to give ſome account of them. to God,and to 
our own Con(ciences, fo to live,that we need not 
be afrayd todye, to be doing [ome good here in 
our life time, the remembrance whereof may 
yeeld us.comfort in our fzgkneſs, and hope in-our | y 
death, ſo to lay out ourMlves in this world, that fn 
we may have ſomewhat to take to in the other | 4 
| world, | 
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world, wheh' we ſhall <tr this, and all" ey we 

havein'i r, and fo (hall we be great gainers by the 

change. 

And ſo we have done with this third Inference 

| alfo,deduc'd out of the Prophets third Satis eſt, I 

Is indiigh! ſpoken i in reference to what he had 

done, Satis Feci, I have done enough. We now come 

ro the fourth, as ſpoken in reference to his Age, 

and the years 'of his Life, Satis Vixi, I bave lived 

| long enough. 

In all Tikelihood, the Prophet was now an old. 
man, and there arc five things which perſwade us 
to think ſo. 

Firft, He was Preſident of the Colledge of the 
Prophets, and the Prophets Children,fuch as were 
bred up in an Academicall, or Stadious way, 

$ whereby they might be fitted for that Office, 
| when called unto it ; he was Preſident over them, 

and that, was not a Charge for a Novice or a 

© NeophitE”ro undertake. 

| Secondly, He had wrought many great Mira: 

| cles, and Le great and ſignall ſervices among 

' | che people of God,(as his Story te ſtifieth) which 

' | were not the work of a ſhort time, and he could 

: I not be leſs then thirty years 01d when he was firſt 

| Anointed unto the Office of a Prophet, for that 

» G 2 Was 


whe yn Corerdergliy gp Bee. Jerom calle iya0d 
ii, 1, were ſo [t1]], che Church, would recewe no 


3 amige by It. 
\J5n-(9. 4 Turdly, He was now commanded to Anoint 
” 76 Eliſha Prophet to ſueceed in his room; an Argus 


ing, and was now ready to rcligne. 


| Fourthly, The laſt words of this Verſe: ſeems: 
s, to import as much, For I am no.better then my F a+. 


thers ; they had their time here on earth, and are: 
now dead and gone. I have had my time too,and 

what ſhould. I doe now, but follow after them, . 
and be gathered unto them, For I am no. better 

then my Fathers. | 

_ Fifthly, Becauſe he makes it his Requeſt, To be 
diſſolved, which.if he were in his. beſt Age, and 

firength, ard fit-and'able to. ſerve God and his. 
people in that high Office, he would: not have 
done,norcould, without ſin : In all theſe,reſpe&s, 

we may rationally conc!ude, l\e:was noW.an old- 
man-. And although there b2 nothing in this 

world ſo deſireable, as that it ſhould make a man: 
in'love_ with it in any ſtate of his life, and in his 


are. gone and. paft, when he is entring into: that. 
Da9. ftate of life, which David ſaith, It 34 but labour 
210. : þ | | | + AG 


. 6nd. 


ment,that he had finiſhed. his courſe in: Prophe (y- © 


6 beſt years 3. yet much more, when his beſt _dayes.. 
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ond ſorrow, and choſe years # approach, of which 
he Call lay, I have 20- pleaſure in them,-may he, & L.12. 


7 with good reaſon \be cont<nt to leave the > Ward, 
1 and make 1t his Requeſt, That the Lord woult take 


awity bis foule, When the keepers of the houſe trenr- 
ble, and the. ſtrong men bow themſelves; when the 
grinders ceaſe, becauſe they are few, and they wax* 
dark that look out at the windows : When the AE-45: 
ond Tre: ſhall flouriſh, the Graſhopper. ſpall be a* 


! burden, and all. the daughters of ſenging. ſhall be aba- 
| ſed : When the Silwer cord » lengthened, and the 46: 


Golden Ewzr broken, when. tha Pitcher. is broker at - 
tbe W. «ll, and the Wheele broken at the ifterne; Oe. - 
as that great Maſterof. Wiledom. elegantly de- | 
| ſcribes old Ape, Eccleſ. 12.3. &c, Then for awels 2.Scum+If. 
| Barwillai, to refuſe the pleaſures of the: Court :*Or + ©*< 
an old Siren, to ling his Nune dimittio:Or an a 2d Let 7 
Paul, To defire to. be. difſolveds Or an old Elijah,” Phil-125 
1 to beleech the Lord, To take- away bis: ſoule, is no 


Pl worder,and all this as old Agc «the y conſidertd* 
{ init (elf, without;any. other 'grievances-added to: 
| 1c to make 1t burdenſome, and-irkfome; it is: a:- 
1 burden to it ſelf; bur who ever ſaw it come; but* 
attended with -a.world of. infirmities to make tt- 
movte.tedious ,Catarrhs;Rheumes; Aches, Pabſics, 


| akings in. the Bones, Gouts, copſres,. and in 
| | alll 


_ 
| 
8 


— 6 oY 


n Ms 4 PYIS . 


, FEGFPL 


ther the ſecond be not worſe then the firſt, Upon 
theſc,and ſome other conſiderations, it hath often 
been my Prayer to the Lord God, and is at this 
inſtant, That he would not detain this ſoule of 
mine in this Tabernacle of Clay, wherein it hath 
now lodged theſe ſeventy years, and upward, unto 
extremity of old Age. But farther, If to all theſe 
there ſhould be added any external] prievances, 
poverty, and want, diſcontent in the Family, diſ- 
obedience in prodigality of Children, diviions 
among Brethren, vexatious Suits,or the like, theſe 
IG 9n- were enough, not only to make an old man deſire 
th "diſſolution, but to haſten it, and 0. bring his gray 
baires. with ſorrow to the Drive, 
- Anotherdiſcouragement to old ' Age that helps 
to take away the comfort of it is, That they are 
very apt to be deſpiſed, though it ſhould not be 


very face, and gray haires of an old man,as ſhould 
command reverence from the younger ſort, if 
they were not unreaſonably uncivill ; and hath 
$57. commanded it too, Thou 
| ».c hoary bead, and honour the Perſon of an old Man ; 
T1. "2-21 Age ite Hononrable, a Crowne of Glory (faith Solo- 
mon, ) 


al rheſe, inability rohelp6e Jeff, Senedh "TH 
itis a ſecond Childhood: and *tis a queſtion, whe- | 


ſo, God hath ſtampt ſuch a reverend aſpe@ in the 


ſhalt riſe up before the 
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hh whe aray vn my ſe are FE ſilver Crowne, and 
Image of Gods eternity, who.is deſcribed: to have 
bis bead and his. haire white as Waollor-Snow;Revel. 
| 1. 14 where he.is pleaſedſo- farrtohonourvid 
e, as to take a ſimile from the gray” haires, to 
ſhaddow forth his own Eternity :; yet ſuch is the 
| corruption and vitiouſnels,of, men, to make that 
the matter of their reproach, which ſhould be of 
| their honour: What more ordinary then call ſuch, 
| Old dotard, old foole, old any thing, that may ſound 
reproachſully : Honour thy Father that ' at thee, 
and deſpiſe not thy Mother when- ſhe is old Claith 
Solomon,) Prov, 23. 22. implying, that ſhe is 
never more ſubje& to. be deſpiſed, then when _ 
is old. _ 
[ will add but this one Hiſeoagmcncil more. ; 
which helps to take away from old men the com- 
fort of their lives;and that is this, That they ſee 
the world grows weary of them, although they 
have deferv'd never ({o well of it, yet, now they 
have done what good they can,and they fee they 
can get no more good out of them, they grow 
weary of them, and. would be hue of: thems-::T 
' have Read of a barbarous. Country, where, when 
men come to- that extremity of old: Age; that 
they grow uſcleſs, they knock them on-the head, 
ag aud! 


- - the Havenof quiet reft,and repoſe;to give them+ 


and bury them. We arehvt prown'to that batrba« 
riſme in Engla#d, but ſurely (I dee belecve) there 
are ſome that could wiſh'it were ſo, ſome cf their | 
very necr relations, ſo their hand were not upon 
them, elpecially, if while they live, they be any 
way trouvic{ome, or chargeable to them ; orat 8 
their death, they-look'for ſome benefit by them : |] 
A-ſtrange ingratitude, and: moſt unreaſonable, 
that thoſe which receive moſi benefit from them, 
ſhould affo:d them leaſt reſpe&,and be moſt wea- 
ry of them z.But theſe are great diſcouragements 
to old \Age, which may make them as weary of 
the World, as the World is of them, and wiſh 
with all cheir hearts, with oar Prophet in the 
Text, That the Lord would take away their ſole. 
I'will'concJude this Point, with my Advice to 
ſuch, though they need not be put in mind, that 
their day 1s far ſpent, and the night cloſing upon 
them,their Sunne is ſet, and they but as a Candle | 
ſpent to the end, and blinking within the ſocker, 9 
their gray haires, and wrinkled checks, their dim | 
.eyes, trembling hands, and weak lnees, reade 
unto them centinuall LeCtures of Mortality, and 
adviſe them to withdraw out of the tumultuous 
Sea of this troubleſome World, and to put in to 
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toBraysaand Meditation, romedinite wie ' -* © 

8. the. vanity,of the time. paſt, the ſhortwjefs af -;. '_ 

he time preſent, and Eternity to come 3/To: ſet {54-Mb 
| their, Houſe,and their Hears. in Ocder,avd to-pre> : 
pare for, a.change at hand, and,al the few. ayes Soft, 
of their appointed tame, to waite,till thatghange #7 
q doe come, that, ſo it may. be unto.them a bappy 
; change, and they may with hope and comfort re+ 
q ſigne their oules in to the hand.of their Creator; 
{ and not be afraid,to ſay, with our Prophet in the 
) Text, Lord toke away my ſenle, which is the Rev Fr 
d queſt it_ſclf, which in old SimeonaLanguage,.l 45 
call the; Prophets Nunc, Diminnyc; In. which .axcs © 
theſe three things < Firſt, The Perſon, The Lord. 


\ 


1 Secondly, The AQ, take away. Thirdly, The 
| From the ficſt,note,He might not take it away 
2 bimſelf, his ſoule was not his own, he might not 
of his own head diſmiſs ,it hjmſelt, though ie 
' were in him in never ſo much bitterneſs ; but he 
Ymulſt ſtay the time till God that /gaye' it him re- | 
Emands it again ;.in the mean time, In hz patience {4-2 
I poſſeſs his ſoule, and all the dayes of his appointed T: ix 14; 
Jt ime, waite untill bis change ſhould come. It.is there» | 
fore a deſperate courle of: deſperate men,to ante 
Adare this A& of God, by offcring violence to 
; H them- 


58 17 With. Dito oh exe 9 a, 
j #? 7. hrethagans et mo 'Tu&h'thinikt ereby 
28--2,- £6 ridchomfelves'of ſome prefent ericf,or difcon- 
| cent, by vidding theniſclves of their lives 3 "But it 
2} 622: belpfion of Satari to tell them fo; hertin they | 
) Yoobar Teape'6ut5 of ' the Frying-Pan into the } 
| Firgasthe Proverbers ; for if this life did ſeourg e ; 
Ion 7. ebetr with ſconrges? that other, without the ex- 
, tCradivinarymic yof God, wil torticar them with | 
Storpions: It wasſaid's 6f Henntbel, Thet be alice | z 
endbind three or foutPtheps of flrong ke 


af hy ons Her tp iy rime if 


dgainſ he baits o che worth We could aboe: 3 þ 
1-00 many: ſuch (God knows) which by hang» | 


mg; drowning;  poyfoning, and other Kinds of | 


death, have made away themſelves ; theſe our | 
elf: 


law: 


TA) Fe longs ode: fb \Felpne.of themſelves, -: x 
and. int nl eg hog pk rr m 
as they arecapable of being dead, by an. ignomi> _ 
If nious bugjall ; And yer Ldare not fay peremptori- 
| 20 all ſuch, chat. they are,certainly,and erernals 
ly damned, though thege he nathing viſible taus 
whereby we may. judge otherwiſe at. them; yet 
-who can. limit the mergies of ahe moſt: high, !or 
know whar feczet commynication{oh ſpitia there 
{ may be in them, between the\beginoing of the 
4 af, and the end of it, Inzer pentert ©: ſeater, be- 
rween the bridge, and $he bropkq petween. the 
(ticrup, andthe graund,;matey. 4: aok a, mercy I ,: 
S found. Jada was not damned;for hanging him< = 
3 f{s!f, þyt for his Treaſon : but;to; leaverhem co ** 


! | their, own. Maſter and, Maker torftand ovfall. 
| F .. Bux Secondly, ,There are more Felones: de. ſeg 
l.. ſelf-murderers, or which, at leaſt, are acceſſary to 
A KI own deaths then theſe, though the Law doe 
| Yootcall.them ſo. As firſt, All. lewd and ungodly: 


| perſons, which having net the fear of: God before- 


i their eyes, take wicked cquiſes, commit Robbe=- 
' & nies, Burglarics, Rapes, Felons, Treaſons, Murs 
' 3 ders,and other.{uch capitall Crimes, ſuch as that 
# the Laws of the Land take hold of them,and cut 


3 chem off, as not. worthy to live upon the Earth, 
; | H 2 nor 


Phu: y, 


S$loud:6hiefty ial bs 4s MY off Halft bo 
all ſuch are Abad) — tir owti des hs. 
>Seoondly(AN Hatirichd) Hi 'In gra pet tate 4 
far; which-by'"{atfeerinp {dfidken Irs 
tous hving; geftivy* 36 Dinkin fil 'rheir 6 i 
with woxlousbumours, whit breed 1 in them mor- 
roll OidaſteBddcts, Fevers;: Ptbpics, deny Pal: 
firs; anitiqhdol rely $y: "ich they: Thettth their 
dayen >The' hoonen oe gorge it long. ago, 
That Phures guild" quart ptadio : There were more 
dyed inremperance, then by the ſword, ©” 
L Laſtly AlguarrelfohOPeHbngfich 4s dtc tpr 


poriciags Homlalle Joe? fp 


RON give offence'to-othefs; and to provoke others 


ta give offence to'thein 5 andTo froth wordi'the 

fall to'blows;6t tochullengeonet ih6thet to fp >. 
DucHoinwiich; bar Paraiedare R's of Mar- 

der ,by thefixth Commandement; 4nd as well he ko 
that is kl led, 4ghe that killevhilif at fer ipeats. ' 


ryite hive death.) | fn {Gtic of cheſ(Ecifes can's ,» 


mani fay eonfiietrely 2Thas the Tier GoHD Yak s awdy ”y 
hae, he: *chrowerlvie > away: himſelts, and Ue= ” 
eoheris hitafolF, ,cn0 17 (259577 et911! i 3 
2:5] :Frbm! rhigch@ Prop ne Wahiogte Þ F: 
Lord To.take\awayl bit 'ſonte?; wer if Irifet?' Thir ® 
ago may not tak& {Way Bis 'dwn Gil | ” 
" "BY yet 8 
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ediahides Mcaceyon mules ſabe to Al- 
7 ply "God thae he would Uoe 1 1t:'So' did -old 
Stn before mentioned : So: did'St.Panl, 2 Tin. 
x. 6,80 did Moſes,Numb: r 1 ICH : So did" Job. cap- | 
68. 9186 did"Jerehiab; exp. 207 145 So did Tongs, *) ©* 
q-3\'So did our Prophet 1 in the Texc: | dare 
fior Juſtice ja! excuſe all theſe which Fhave men- 
cidiied) inf thischear Requeſt ;/ 1 fuppote- that in 
fors 6f 'them it'proceeded feos Paſſion, and iv 
pariente,and ſo'l & was their infirmiity,and blame. 
worehy'5 yea, in this our Prophet himdelf, if there 
- werebot in.this his Requeſt, a #acite ſubinifſion to 
_ the witl:6f-Go0d; it could not be excuſed, bat'ie * 
proceeded fron infirmicy in hinv + bue this doth 
notinfringe the truth of my inference, 


| \ oy » That in dope caſes, the. Seints and Servans of 
| _ Ali ghty G may witbont fin make it their Swite 
| to him, us he will cake away their ſouls, that 


{ A+ by de cath and. Golfer ferro, them From 
ti bejr bodies... 


or a F 


 - "Firſt, Tharſo he may be takenout of a wicked ; 
- world:: FY {what-a Hel] is it coa pious foul;tobe, \ Pol 2.7) 


-E _ Parviryy ina wicked!world? Fora'Lor to'live ty 3 
| 2 Sodom: A'Blavid rn Meſpech tt was a farr greater Pf 120-4 


: _ wh God'tliewed'to Enoch,in taking hiny * Gon 5 


Fc OU 


out « the. re 7 00 deKjecdink kbKeden 


that he ſhewed 46 Noob in a 4 7 
Sccondly, In'.cale of long- and gz: (barp 


and grievous Affidions : Oh Nos th, how {weet is 
- the remembrapce of thee tothe; fault: thak lives 
in bitterneſs 2:1 doe-not think the Lord did im= | 
pute it for fin to Feb, or Jeremy, that they were | 
fo weary of- their bitter Lives, and did ſaoken 
wiſh, Thos their change\might come. ' Or, that : 
Edward the ſixth did fin, when-in his-death-bed- | 
ſickneſs, heprayd ſo earneſt] y, Lord take ne ont of 
8b ibid W. orld. Nor Dr. Hamond, whoruader 
the gortures of the Stone, whereof he dyeil; -Þ 
* {often heard to ſay, Lord, make beſt beſt : though ; 
doubt not. but in all.cheſe, there was implyeiba | 
gacit ſubmiſſe on to the will of God. - 
-* Thirdly, That a.man maybe taken ava y from | 
the evill cocome ; This was a mercy promiled'to $ 
Foſs sþ upon his humiliation, (2 Kings 22. L9,20. ) jr * 
as it was the miſery of his ſurviving Sorine: 
kiah, to (ee the evill which his Father was "Taken |... 
from,and to ſuffer in it. Wiſe men fore»ſ(ct evill co ' 
come, in the cauſes of it, and in the fore-runners - 
of it ; And the Lord mentions it asa meicy,;'Thes 
- be will take them away from thoſe evills'; ; andthey 3 
may without {in Pray for that mercy;Iſey 57.1, 


Fourthly, | 


| 


#ne Dimiiees.. © 


a 1ph.e cliry my 'be freed from the 
barded'of theflcth, Lin the bondage of cortupti- 
on inherent mie; that Ground-lvie in the Wal}, 
which-witl never be pluckt out'root and braneh, 
eill che'wdlF be thrown down > It was under the 
ſenſe of this, that St. Paul cryes one, Rom. 7. 24 
O wretebed Man that I am: Who ſpall deliver me 
from the boy of this death?this will never be done, 
bat by the death of this body. | 
Fiſthly, In extremity of old ape, when a man 
3 becoms a burden to himſelf, and' others ; when | 
| heis fallen into thoſe years of which David laith;Pa. - 90s. 
4 His life 35 'mrothing' bus labour, and ſorrow, and the 
years of which 54 (hall lay, Þ have no pleaſure tn PI (2. 
them+whetnot bnely his body grows weak, bur. 
2 hirmind/ alſo; and his infelleQual! fachlties fail, 
| his underſtanding weak; his apprehenſion dull. his 
g 


memory unfaithfull, his aff-Qtions Childiſh,and he 
oat unſerviceable; not able to doe that good 


which he hath Gone, and fliould' dee * when a 
 man'becemes:thus ſaperannuate, he may doubt- 


# leſs, without fin, "make it his ſuite to Almighty 
; God, To- Poke away bis ſoule. 


] 

} | 

4 6 

| gs | Uſes | 

Ehis Meditation is uſeful! to comfort, atid' to» 
confirme- 
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”f  derations will make the paſſage rough þ 5 ] 


Teminuys ad.quem: And thefe twoconſfi- © 


that medinny eaſl {Cs | ; & ' 


3 74 - 


Firſt, For the ANA & quo, the World. we 
Jeave behind us, a very. ſink of ſin, a dunghill of 
uncleanneſs-: WY zoos b my nor xr, The whole 4 
*" Werld ly es in wickednels, as St. John aks, No» - 
thing in #4 but Sinne, and Sorrow, and Trawail, and | 
Trouble, and Mglice, and Miſchief, and _ which þ s "DP 
may well make any wile man out of loye wittvit, | 

and | 


pag _ we wh 4 


; tas ns ape (ear, of. eat | 
our. {elyes, or-0 ar&iengds 3 why fi ad /we make 
that the ob bieky pf. our.tear, which, others: have 
made the obje of their, hope and defire,?, Holy 
men, wiſe men, good. men, men thatihave had a 
great intereſt in the, world, have been willing to | 
lay down all, and to leave all, and made it their * 
: luite, chat they might dye, in aſſurance. of- a | 
_ change for a better life. To help us toi paſy : 
through this Gulfe with coinfort and courage, : 
weigh well but theſe two things. OL bo 


. What a World we teave x Fe us, ho : 
Terminwe 4 que. 


F- What a.,'World We; haye before 138, the ; 
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2 it, tolay down all, and take themſelves untoa 
oF private and Monaſticall life, which 1s a death to 

” the world, and the ſhaddow of death ir ſelf, 
Secondly, For the Terminus ad quem, Conſider, . 
what a world (in dying )we are going to,it would 
require a world of time, and words to deſcribe 
4 it : The beſt deſcription of it, is to deſcribe it to 
. be ſuch (for the tranſcendency of the glory of 
> it) as that it cannot be deſcribed, For neither hath 
= the eye. (een, nor the eare beard, nor can the heart of 
Yn comprehend the great things that God bath pre- « 
36k l | pared 


ande even weary yofit : ; The beſt things in it which 

men make moft account of, have been weighed 

to our hands by the wiſcſt of _the Sonns of Men, 
and upon the ek found, To be lighter then wanit 3 Pjgcn 
it ſelf ; not onely vanity, but vexation of ſpirit. For 4 2.0 
ficſt, They are all tranſitory. Secondly, They are 
not all ſatisfaory. Thicd] y, All imbierer'd with 
ſo many croſs Ingredients, that there is no true 
contentment in them, nor true comfort to be 

A taken out of them. We could ſhew you examples 

A of che greateſt of men, Kings, Emperours, Lords 

2 of the world, ſuch as have had as much of the 

plory of ir, and all other worldly good in it, as 

the world could give or lend;yet have ſeen ſo four 

into the vanity and emptineſe of it, as to delpiſe 
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Church Triumphant i in Glory : Now be you \well 3 
aflured, that all things cls there, ate ſuitable to 
theſe, which muſt needs render it tranicendents- | 
ly 3<yous, and glorious. O ! it we could but ©. 
draw the Curtain of Heaven, and look into the 
SanGium Sanctorum, to lee the joy,and glory that 
1s there, we woold never care for this world 
more, the moſt pretious things in it, wouJd: be 
deipited min our eyes, our whole lite would be no- | 
thing, but a Cnpis diſſolwi, & eſſe cum Chriſto : I £ 
DKeLs , defere to be g"—_ and 10 be with Chriſt ; and we } 


| 25, v5. '$ would 


Said 


4.23 


Hows it out In part, Heb-1 2. 35. where he 


ſhows the happineſs of the' Church Militarit, in } 
'- their Communion With the Chnrch Tri6inptanr, | 
« thus 3 But you are come to Monnt Sion, "and to the 


Cit y'of the l1wing Gol, the Celeftiall ervſa] Em, and 
to the company of - innumerable Angels : And ro-the 


Aſſeiibly and Congregiti ”m of the frſt- bor, wh. oſe 4 


names are'written in Heaven, and to God. the Tucge © 


of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt Men made perfet : 


| And to Jeſus the Mediator #: the New Teſtament, and 4 
to the blood of fprikling, which ſpeaketh berrer thin: 08 4 
then the blood of Abel, Here's a Delcription in * 
part of the Place, and Society which we ſhall goe } 
to, when” WE ſhall come to be joyned with the | 
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may with much more comtort think on death, 
with much more hope and confidence wait for 
rt ; and when 1t coms, bid 1t welcome, as our - 
. friend that coms to free our ſoul out of the pri- 
: ſon of the body, the ſole impediment of it's 
perfection, and to, open the dore to let us-into a 
better world, and into a better life. Thus of 
" Perſon to whom he makes his ſuite, The Lord. 

. Now we ate to conſider of the Ac, Take 


a my. ſoul. How doth the Lord take away 
ſouls. 


I 2 Not 
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ene 7 g ſte c | ewe me, op 44 aha a 
tak away, al, that we might be trauſlated thi- 
ther. 1 reade of one Cleombrotus, that hearing 
Plato diſequrſing of the Immortality of the ſoul, 
and the hap ineſs of the other, life to comey 
Threw binſf. headlong off from an high Rock to 


quit himſelf of this life, that ſo be might enter into that 
other life, that Plato ſo much commended: Andifa .- 


Heathen man could be fo ſcaſible of advantaging 
himſelf by his change into. the other life, upon 
thoſe weak grounds which Plato's Philoſophy | 
could give, ay to haſten his ewn death upon the 
hope of it : Surely we that, are Chriftians, and 

have better AA xg to build our faith and hope 
upon, then any Plato's Philoſophy could pive 3 


\ "| Needy nvlhilsricn SBiteadt } Wah no: 

chiddoteh Ft the Grſt® Cfcathbr® ying 
them a (leep together with their bodies; till*the ® 
Reſurre&ion, the Opinion of the. Ardbians : Nor | 
by'a Merempſuchoſts, rraſmittir'g chem” into ſome 
other boy, to informe then :*Nor"by fixing 
them as Starrs in the Firmament : Nor We ſending 
them into Purgatory, as the Papiſts reach : Bur 
. thou that gaveſt ic me, rake ic unto thy ſelf, 
4.4, Either by thine own immediate power and prace, 
#*24. who art a Spirit, and the God of the Spirits of 
GG.22- ' allflicſh: Or by the Miniftery of thy good Angels, 
E let them be ready to receive ir, at the parting of 
It out of my body, as they did the ſoul of Lezs- 
"Oy ru2, and to carry it up toreſt and plory : Thus, 

' Lord take away my ſoul. 

From hence, note firſt, That our ſouls are im- 
+mortall, they dye not with the body ; but when 

the body at the diſſoſution, returns t2 the earth, 
«/.q from ren the it was taken, the ſoul returns 20 God 
7 that gave it : All the expreſſions ot holy men 
db dying, imports as much ; Lord Jeſus receive my 
| ' ſpirit, laith St. Stephen. Father, into thy bands I 
91 comment! my ſfirit, ſaith our Saviour; Lord rake 
diway - ſoul, {aith our Prophet ; all expreſling 
23.46. ther faith in this truth, That their ſouls were 
p Lie 
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immortalÞ: eter PR th can "__ the body, wy heh " 
4 ore' riot able 't3kill the ſoul, faith our Saviour : *% — 4 
2 then, the foul cannot be killed. Our bleſſed Lord 
: diſpuricg with the Sadduces concerning the Re- 
T ſurrection, Mat. 22. tells them out of the Scri. 
[F peures, That God was the God of Abraham, the God 
4 of Iſaac, ard the God of Jacob, who were dead 
and buricd a thouſand years before ; and from 
& chenee concludeth; The immortality of the ſoul, in« 
Fa(much;as God was not the God of the dead, but of the 
I living, ver. 32 their Spirits did never dye, their 
Z#ſou's were fill alive, and in | being, and he was 
Stheir God. 

3 Were Scripture ſilent in this matter, both 
FPhiloſophy, Reaſon, and Experience, doe all 
*ſpeak fairly for it, and perſwade to che belcife of 
"It : Among the Philoſophers, Plato was a Prince, 
"and Leader of a famous Seq; he was ſo poſitive 
In this Point of the immortality of the foul, that 
Upon it principally, he was (tiled Divine Plate : 
And in an Oration which he made upon this No.» 
ble ſubj<&, he did ſo clearly fer it torth, and 
| -withall the happineſs 6" ſtate of it after it 
vas freed from the burden of the flcſh,that ſome 
of his hearers did voluntarily ſhorten cheir lives, 
& haſten their deaths, by chrowing themſelves 


head- 


4 


F S "hos Ow 44 > ow Rocker and} «<—__ 
enely. upon 'this ,account; thav' they .might. lec 
forth their ſouls out of the priſon of 'their bodies, 
that they might the ſooner enter into that happi- 
neſs, of which he had diſcourlt unto them, They 
were Philoſophers of no mean account, which 
held the pre-exiſtence of ſouls (4. e.) That they 
had a being before they were pur into the bodlies, 
which they did enforme, aCtuate and animate, an 
Opinion which hath great Patrons amonglt Phi- 
lojophers, the Gymnoſophiſts of Agypt, the Magi 
of Perſia, the Brachmans of India, (as is betore i 
remembred) unto whom I might add lome Di- 
vines alſo, Origex for one ; and if this Qpinion || 
hold good, we need not ſo much queſtion, or 

doubr the ſouls immortality, for from the pre- 


exiſtence of them before they were. put ints the 
body, we may eaſily gather the. peſt-cxiſtence of 
them, after they were ſeparated from the body, ' 
and ſo conceive of the duration of them, both a . 
parte ante, and a parte poſt, and certainly conelude, |! 
That the ſoul hath no {uch de pendance upon the 
body, but it may ſubſiſt within it, and continue |} : 
In it's ſubſitence, though the body periſh: And | * 
although the ſoul united to the bbs they both 
conſtitute one Compoſtram z yet they are in them- | ! 
ſelves || 


7 
: 


falrenut wp Aleoroke ibffanoes, and neStheb gels | 
they, before their union, both proceed from one _.. 
Originall ; For the body is of the earth, eartby ; The / Gov. & 
fonls # of God from Ws: ry beawenly : Nor doe they 47: 46 
after their difſ-lurion, return both co one Place 5 
For the body returns to the duſt from whence it was E,{. 2. 
taken ; and the ſpirit returns to God that gave it 5 7. 
Tac one martall; as rhe maccer was, out of which »::  ;» 
he was made : The other unmorcall, as the Orie bh 
ginall 1s, from which it did proceed, even the 
breathing of the Almighty 3 God breathed into 
that earthly lump, the breath of life, and ſo Man be» © 7. 
eame @ living ſuul, an immortall ſoul, according to 
{ thenacure of that immortall (pirit, from whence 

- his ſoul did /proceed. Me thinks, it is a good 
1 evidence to me of the immortcaliry of the toul, 
to conſ{tder the operations of ic in our dead 
- [4 flzeps. and dreams, at which times they are not 
#2 onely capable to receive, underſtand, and remeim> 
, \ ber Impreſſions, Revelations, and Informations ; 
= butallo attively, to exercile the principall tacul. 
! ticsof ir; che [magination, the Reaſon, the Me- 
mory, the afic&ions of Joy and Sotrow, Hope; 
and Feare, Love and Hat:ed, Complacence and 
Diſplacence, Anger, Deſire, 8c. and theſe as 
paſlioaatcly as carneiily, when the body is in a 
dad 


1 | Ulead: fleep, and_the: ſenecs- bon apy a9 elicy 
_ __ ond doe if it were waking ſo that  thedoul is 
>. '-.- not onely waking, and alive, but aQiveland © 

-- * Tative in the exerciſe of the principall faculties 
| of it, when the body is as dead, and it hath no 
«+ ,,., commerce with it in thele operations, and in the 
exerciſe of theſe faculties. The deepeſt fleep that 
91-224. ever man was layd into, was that of Adamywhen | 
2. _God took the Rib out of his ſide, and thereof | 
made the Woman ; yet Adam's ſoul was not | 

dead all this while, nor {eparated from his body ; 

* but he could tel], when he awoke, what was 

--1.23, done unto him, 26d declared it, ſaying, Tha # 
Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh ; his body | 
was no More aſſiſtant to his (oat in this, then if 

it had been dead, or ſeparated from it, Famous | 
| 4.N-Bewas that dreame of Jacob, Gen. 23. Thoſe of | 
| Pharaoh, Gen. 41. That of Nebuchadnezzar, || 
Daniel 2. That of Joſeph, Mat. 1.20. That of ' 
theWile men, Mat. 2. 12. That of Pilat's Wife, 
Mat. 27. 19 &c, In all which, their bodies be- + 
ing in dead fleeps, their ſouls were waking, and |j 
_ capable of Inſtructions, Warnings, Revelations, | 
and Informations, in all which, their bodies were 
no more aſſiſtant, than if they had been dead, 
or their ſouls ſeparated from them, But what | 


need 
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"need Weidſtance in fo many of theſe, it was one 
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of 'the ways by which the Lerd ſpake to the Pa- 
triarkes of old; before the Flood, and to. the 
Prophets ſince, by which . he revealed his will 
unto them, and informed them in thoſe things, 
which he would have them to teach his people, 
touching the way of his worſhip, and fore-ſhewed 
them of things to come : Theſe things it pleaſed 
his heawenly wiſedom to reveal unto the Patriarkes, 
and the Prophets by dreams, in which their ſouls 
were waking, but their bodies as degad, and their ſenſes 
bound up 3 yet the ſonls bad their-operations, as they 
ſhall bawe, when they are ſeparated, much more free- 


ly. The like, is to be thought:of Trances, That 


. of Balaary 1s famous, Numb, 24.4What diflerence 56- 


was there'between his body then,'and the body 
of a dead: man ? Yet, at that time, his ſoul was 
ſo waking, apprehenſive, and intelligent, that 
he received. Revelations, of the moſt»: famous 
Prophefies, that.ever were revealed to any of all 


& the Prophets, ether before, or fince him 3 all 


which ate clear evidences of the ſouls immorta= 


lity : For being yer in the body, it hath it's ope- | 


rations, unto which the body doth no more con- 
tribute, then a dead Carkaſs ; much more being 
leparated from it,ſhall it more freely exerciſe the 
faculties of it, = 0bj. 
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Obz. Bay your wilt foy; is 1/Dbs that T bave | 
ſaid, and in all theſe inſtances, the ſoul bath been |\ 
meerly Paſſeve ; it hath received Impreſſions, In- | 
formations, Revelations being made unto it, and im- |: 
preft apon it. But it wonld come more home to the 
Point, to ſhew the aftivity of the ſoul in the exer- | 
ciſing of it's faculties, in ſuch times of Steep, | 
Drears, and Trances, or Exteſies. L 
Sol. Tis true, and ſo it would; Yet it is | 
ſomething to the Point, to ſhew, That the ſoul | 
at ſuch times when it hath no commerce with |: 
the body, is ſo intelligently capable of ſuch im- 63 
preſſions, and doth fo readily receive them, and |- 
remember them, it proves the waking of the ſoul |; 
"when the body i 1s a fleep, and the living of ir, | 
when the body is dead ſemblably. But farther, 
experience ceneherk, That the frab! in theſe dead |: 
ſleeps, trances, and deep dreams, is not onely Þ 7 
paſſive in receiving impreſſions, informations, and 
revelations, but a&ive too, in the- exerciſe of the 
faculties of it. Some are cf ſuch a temper, that | 
they never dream, or very {cldome. It is obs. / 3 
ſcrved in the Story of the Life of Biſhop Lake, 
That he did never eas, Some again Dreame | 4 
very much, and being of a ſtrong fancy, or 
imagination, have done ftrange things, by the 3 
operation | 


operation of that facnity, It hath been known 
of ſome, that in their deep fleep have walk't: 
Others talk much : Some in their deep ſleep, (as 
if their ſouls were taken out of their bodies ) 
bave ranged through the world, travail'd over 
Sea and Land, converſt in Woods and Wilder- 
neſſes, and brought in ſtrange reports of Occur- 
renccs they have ſeen, and met withall in theſe 
their imaginary perigrinations. Some have fallen 
upon: ſome Point of Divinity, or of Philoſophy, 
and: Diſputed ir-very carneſtly, urged their Ar- 
guments very. rationally, formed their Syllo- 
gilmes very Logically, in Mood and. Figure, and 
driven on their Diſpute very eagerly,;as. if they 
had been really in the Schools, and had'their Ad» 
verſary before them. | 

I remember. what the Author of Keligis Medici 
{aith of himſelf to this purpoſe in that Book, he 
ſaith, He hath in his deep ſleep, Compoſed a 
Comedy, divided it into Acts and Sczncs, perſo- 
nated his Aqors, furniſhed them with Language 
ſuitable to their Parts, and all as exactly, as if 
he had been in his Study, with his Pen in his 
Hand. All which things doe not obſcurely evince, 
That the foul is a pure ſubſtance of it (elf, di- 
ſtin& from the. body, both in it's efſe, and it's 


K 2 operari, 
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without the body, though the body were dead : 


ing,or being ſeparated frem the body,the body muſt 
needs perith; but the body periſhing, the ſoul 
doth not ſo, but hath ftill it's ſubſiſtence, and 
life within ie (elf, and a&Qs by it (elf, and that 
more freely, and vigorouſly when it is ſeparated 
from the body, than when;it is joyned with it, 
and therefore waits for it's: diſſolution, when ir 
ſhall be freed from the burden of the fleſh, the 
Priſon of the body, the ſole impediment of it's 
perfedion. Even the body is immortall, though 
with ſome interruption of fleep for a time : For 
a time ſhall come, When that mortall ſhall put on 
F 1(Gor, (5. immortality : How much more. ſhall the ſoul con- 
54, tinue in it's immortality, which. it never did 
| put off, nor is ſubje& to corruption, (as the 
body 1s) as not conſiſting of corruptible prin- 
ciples. 


TVſes. 

Firft, It is of Uſe to quiet our ſpirits, and to 
ſatisfie our minds, ſometimes troubled upon the 
conliderations of the* perple xitics of Providence, 
fo 


operari, init's betng,and in it s working ; that it can | 
ſubſiſt by it ſelf hve by it's ſelf, and a& by ir (elf, | 


That the body adds no perfeCtion to it, though it 
do add perfe&ion to the body: That the ſoul periſh» 
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cbs eratfidicpenCation of. avill and: Py to 
the good and the evill here, in this world : The 
unravelling of this Clue, of the ſouls immorta- 
lity from the beginning to che end, will guide us 
throwgh this Labyrinth, ſo that in the end, we 
ſhall ſay, The wayes of the Lord are right ; when a 
| day ſhall come, when it (hall be ſaid to the Epi- 
' cures of this world, which haye had their Por- 
: tion in this life, as in Luke 16. 25. Sonne, Remema 
| ber you have had your pleaſure in your life time, 
| and my ſervants received pain : now they are con- 
| forted, and you are tormented. 
2. This Meditation is of Uſe to comfort, and 
| to confirme us againſt the fear of Death, cither 
{ our own, of our friends, inaſmuch, as beleeving 
4 In the Lord, We ſball live. though we dye : And be land 26.4 
s that liveth, and beleeveth in "4 ſhall newer dye 
j = 7 Indeed, we ſhall not dye at all, total- 
ly 3 for though we lay down our bodies into the 
* earth to ſleep; yer our ſpirits ſhall not dye at all, - 4 = 
; but being delivered from the burden of the fleſh, | 
ſhall live with the Lord, and be tranſlated into a 
# ſtate of joy and felicicy, Ee meliore ſui parte, ſuper- 
4 ſtes erit, The betrer part is ſtill living, and there- 
fore the Scripture will hardly call it a death, but a 
I ſeep, 4 change, a diſſolution, a is wrture, a tranſlation. 
It 3, 
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©. g« Ttis of uſe for the contempt of this werld, 
in which we have no ſurer footing,'and' of the 
beſt things of this world, of which we have no 
better bold, nor longer enjoyment, but for this 
ſhort and uncertain life. 

| 4+ This Meditation, Of the Immortality of 
the ſou], is of ſuch ſpeciall uſe, to teach and to 
admoniſh, to prepare, and to provide for that our 
-6- future condition, to lay up for our ſelves trea- 
ſure in Heaven, that we may have ſomething to 
take to, when we come into the other World, Þ 
when we ſhall leave this, and all that we have F 
_(G- In it behind us; To make us friends of the Mam- | 
mon of iniquity, that when time coms, they may 
reccive us into the everlaſting habitations, to 
- lay here a good foundation againſt the time to |. 
come that ſeeing our ſouls are Immorta]l, and |! 
ſhall have an eternal] being, it may be in 'well- |: 
being 3 that ſeeing they ſhall live. cternally, it',; 
may be in bliſs and happineſs, now is the time 
to provide for it. O how miſerable will be the |. 
condition of thoſe ſouls, which having loft their |* 
tim- here, when this life is ended, ſhall be (wal- { 
lowed up into Eternity, and all that while ſhall | 
live in woe and miſery, in pain and torment, | 
caſcleſs, endleſs, and remedileſs 2 How much | 
better | 
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better had it been for ſuch if they had never 
been born ? Or being born, that their ſouls had 
dyed with their bodies ? Or living after them, 
there had been ſome period of time wherein 
they might have been extinguiſhed ? But when 
they muſt ſo continue for ever, That the worme ſhall 
newer dye, nor the fire never go ont, that they ſhall con- 
tinue in torment to all eternity : Who can cenceive 
the miſery of it ? That word Eternity, into what 


mind that thinks upon it ? Great wonder it is, 
| and a miracle indeed, that a point of ſuch great 
importance, and high concernment, ſhould be no 
more heeded and regarded : Some live, as if they 
had noſouls at all ; or if they have any, that they 
7 are but as the fouls of bruits, which periſh with 
their bodies ; and well were it with them if they 
did fo: they live,as if they never thought todye; 
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and dye, as if they never thought to riſe again : 
They have no hope in their death, nor any care of 
their Immortall ſouls ever after. To theſe, I ſay 
no more but this, Lord have mercy upon their poor 
miſerable ſouls ; they will have time enouph here- 
after, when 1t 1s too late, to ſec their error, and 

to repent of this their ſtupidity and ſecurity. 
Secondly, Note here the holy and heavenly ex- 
prellions 


: 


| a deep bottomleſs gulf doth it ſwallow up the © 


4 


lar. 9. 


pieRoki of c the Slints: and 'Sevvehts of the Lord 
at their departure out of this life : O Lord, I have! 
waited for {by ſalvation, ſaith the Pa criacke Jacob | 
upon his' death-bed, Gen. 49. 18: Lord now ler+ 
teſt thou thy ſervant depart i in peace({aid old Simeon, | 
. Lutke 2. 29.) for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, a 
Saint Stephen the holy Martyr, with theſe words | © 
breath'd out his ſoul, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit, |1 
A&s 7.59. Our Lord himſelf upon the Croſs, |* 
giving up the ghoſt, with theſe words breath'd his 
laſt, Father, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, | 
(Luke 23-46.) in ſence, the ſame with As Pro- | 
phert in the Text, Lord take away my ſoul. With | 
ſuch holy expreſſions: as theſe,did holy men dying | 
take their leave of the World, and breathe out jj 
their ſpirits. I could inſtance in many more, Bi- [5 - 
ſhops, Martyrs, Confeſlors, and other holy Men *: 
and Women dying, ſome .in my own hearing ; } 
others in the hearing of other menzand recorded ©?) 
in the ſtories of their Lives and Deaths, with the "7, 
gratious expreſſions uttered by them in their 1 
death-beds, in words full of faith, full of hope, 
full of comfort, much to 'the edification- of all | 
-that were preſerit ; and it is a great advantage't to | 
be preſent with ſuch men, at {uch time, for then | 0 
are they moſt ſerious, then are their ſouls looſing * 
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: nion.with him, you muſt call upon bu, Nome, prayſe 


q all diligence, and preſerve it pure, and undefiled, 2: 


: from: theprſpt.of theigbotlicg,a prominey- 
res,(as it were looking out before they. take their 
flight) then have they clearer . Viſion of things 
_ they, had before, when they. were. in the cloſe 
prifon of -their bodies, the. light. breaks in at the 
inks, and at the doors and windows opening to 
g let out the ſoul ; then have many of the Saints 
7 had: rare. Diſcoveries and. Revelations, by which 
they hayePropheſied of things to come 3 and the 
words of dying men, are much'to be heeded, and 
regarded. But if. you would have. the Lord to 
draw.neeranto:you in theſe: Ways When, YOu aKe 
dying, you-muſt-draw;, necr to. God .1n | his, wa yes 
while you are hving,z :Lou myſt, acquaiet. your, Wal 
with God, and be at peace. mith him, ,as. Elip as 
} ſpeaks in Job, cap..2 2 /2;k- you mf. live i in.com: 


£ 


' him, end give him thanks, worſbip bim, and doe h3s 
wil}; then will he own you; and be mercifull to you. at 
| that time, and draw neer unto _you,' and have. 4.care of 
/ your ſoul, that it ſhall not miſcarry : but be himſelf 
£ wall take it away. 
F- But ſecondly, If you would have the Lord #o 
# take away your ſoul, doi muſt keep your ſoul with Pro. 4, 


that the Lord may own it, and accept it, and 
ola ce 


Plice 16 ciorig/the "belly ſoulrot his Saiwvts, and | 
:his redeemed onet. The Lord'our God is a holy | 
[ a6.h God, of pure eyes, which cannot behold any |: 
F 3, thing that is impure, but with indignation ; and | 
| there is nothing more odious to: him, 'then finne | 
and corruption, nor which renders us more abo- 4 
minable in his fight: Compared therefore to Le. | 
profic, to the Leopards fpots, to menſtraous pol- | 
Forth: - Ff therefore our fouls ſhall be" preſented | * 
urito him ftained with ſinne, polluted with nn- |; 
cleannel(s, defiled with ſpitituall leprofic of cor- | 
ton, ſpotted with noifome huſts and preatures; 
Wilt the Lord Took at them? will he own them ? * 
will he xt them ? Can we defire the Lord, or ; 
—_ he will #ake away ſuch ſonls © or imploy | 
; good Angels to fetch them, as he did to re- 
vert. C ike bn yi Lezerns, and earty it into Abra- 
ham's boſome ? Neo, here are other fout-gathe- ” 
rers ready to take away ſuch fouls, even thoſe - 
which were mployed to fetch away the foul of | 
the coveton: rich Man in the Goſpel, Luke 12. 20.' / 
If we would have the Lord te of away our 
| Ts xy fouls, we muſt preſent them pure unto-him, with- | 
27 our ſpot, and blameleſs : They muſt be waſh't } 
u-4.5, cleatd in the blood of the Lambe, and cleanſed » 
by the fanQifymg vertne of the holy Ghoſt ; our * 
Y Con- E 


; 
' 4 
: 
| 


. {FREY 


_ 'f 
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Conciences, the LO = the ſon}, Muj Wo 9 
be: purged from dead works, to aye the clo Ged. 7 


We muſt purge our ſelves from all fltbineſ of 2-(2vv.7.x. 
Fleſh and Spirit, and grow up in true helineſs in the 
fear of the Lord : The Place which our ſouls are 
| to goe to, 54 holy, the Company holy, the exerciſes 
| holy, and ſo muſt our ſouls bealſo, that they may 
be ſuitable to all the reſt, and then the Lord my 
| fake away our fouls, and place them amon 
| them in joy, happineſs, and glory. Thus of :/' TY | 
| 48. The ObjeG follows, [My ſonl.] F 
i 3- Branch, The ſoul is the ſpirityall part of 
Man, the principall and cfſcatiall part whereof 
Man doth conſiſt, the fountain of life, ſenſe, and 
} motion, which by the ſpirits vitall, naturall, ani- 
mall, the ſouls curſitors running into all the parts 
;of the body, actuates, and informs it, and uſeth 
it as an Organor Inſtrument whereby to perform 
arts {cverall operations. This ſoul of man 1s pre- 
/tious in thele (even reſpetts. 
Firſt, In reſpe& of the Fountain of it, It pro- 
'ceeds ovigingiiy: from the immediate breathing of 
+God himſelf : For when God had made Man of 
Ithe tuſt of the earth, he breath'd ints bim the breath 
gof life, and Man became a living ſoul, Gen. 2. 7. 
Secondly, In reſpe& of the rare faculties of it, 
L 2 the 


WAY Gonbut PENS a 
pears | 
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-_- AﬀeWiony. ement; Witedon Knows. 
ledge, Conſcithee! c higheſt of all the reſt,con- 
Gdered in-both' Wobarts of it, eurnigucls, and. Iinivrie, 
the 6ne ; THT HR fre zrhe rs The Cy" Cow 
trowller; Sb. 
Thirdly Inteſp e& of the cnmbrtality of:i it, Te 
dyes not with whe body. ; but being taken « out it of 4 
: he boty if preſerVs; unto Brernity.” | Ki þ 
an. ſ.26 Foiirthly, In teſpe& of the [mage of God © once | 
F'27. pen upon it, "Which though miſerably deface: 
fince; by the fall ; ;z yet not ſo utterly ra'zd out,but 
thele are poodly-lineaments of that Image' yer |, 
left upon it': Neither is it fo irrecoverable, bur | 
that by the ſpirit of gracc,and the grace of fandi-F 
fication, it may be to repaired and-renewed, az '/ 
that the ſoul may be, and is ſaid till, Thereby to. 
be made partaber of the Divine Nature, 2 Peter 1.4, 
not in the ſubſtance of the Deity ; bur in holi-;.. 
neſs, and righteouſnels, widedaey, knowledge, * 
poodneſs, love,and light, which are as the beam! ; 
of the Image of God (hining upon tc. jo 
Fifchly, In retpe& of the purchaſe of it, It i 
the price of blood, not of Bulls and Goats, but 4 
the Divine Blood of Feſwus Chriſt onr wm" 
z Pctcr t. 13. 


Sixrhlj_ 


- Slides The aſvdatite ef ſoril may appear, - 
by tb&epains'and coſt that Satan'and' bis Inftru-. {Lu 
ments will be at to gain a foul; they will com- "94 
pala Sea and Land to gain a foul ; give a King- 
dow fora ſonl, Mat. 4.:8. AU the Kingdoms of 
1 theforld; with. the glory-of. them, Omnia hzc tibi | 
4 dabo, All-theſe things will I give thee, if thou wilt, 
| fol. down and worſhip me, verg. - 

Seventhly; By the great care that Almi ahty 
God bath taken to preſerve ſouls, and to favs 
them from periſhing : He hath given his Word to- . 
dire& them, his Miniſters to inftru&' them, his 
Sactaments- to confitme them; his Spirit to 
guide them, and his Angels to guard them, and 
all this to preſerve _ and to {ave them from 
riſhing.. . 

; In all theſe reſpedts, it- appears, That fouls are 
pretious : Our blefſed Lord, which well knew the 

price of ſouls, lays one ſoul in one ballance, and 

4+ the whole world in the other againſt it; and uport 

+ the tryall, tells :us, That one foul weighs down J 

the whole world in the other ſcale : What ſhall is : fk.) 


profit a Man to win the whole world, and v0 loſe bi: FAY 
Cut O 


Uſe. 
:. It ſhould teach all men to value their ſol 
ItTP 


according to the worth of them, and nodbo de- 
roy cliem, nor to paſs them away:ſaicacleſly; 
and inconſiderately, as ordinarily. men dee: to 
their eternal undoing : Some deſperately wound 
them to death, by deſperate, wilfull, and pre- 
4 ſumptuous ſins : Heale my ſoul, for I bave fianed 
'* againſd thee : Implying, That by ſinne he had 
wounded it. Some ſell their ſouls, and that for 
,/ erifles, that are worth nothing ; for pleaſures of 
ſinne, which ate but for a ſeaſon ; for treaſures of 
wickedneſs, which profit nothing; for fatisfyin 
ſome finfull luſts, which are worſe. then nothing + 
Some give away their fouls for noaght;for: ans 
in which there is ncither .pleaſure, nor profit; as 
Curſing, Swearing, idle and tewd Communica- 
tion, and the like; theſe make the worſt bar. 
- _PSainsof all. Others pawn their fouls, they will 
> { (1. give themſelves liberty to walk in the ſight of 
9) their own eyes, and in the wayesof their own 
| heart, and to ferve their luſts but for ſuch a time, 
and then they will take up, and repent, and re- 
cover themſelves, and their ſouls again, as if it 
. were in their own will, and pawer, to come in 
when they will : All chele make il! bargains, 
and paſs away their pretious ſouls for a thing of 
nought, which all the Kingdoms of the world 


cannot 


- cannot buy again # We fee this, we hear it, and 


to fatisfic their baſe, ſinfull, and unreaſonable - 


; ſcience, forfeit the favour of God, their hope of 


! Boalaars was good and honeſt, juſt and religions, 
' If he had keptir as well, Numb. 24. £9. If Balak 
' would give me his bouſe ful of ſilver and gold, I would 


bp 


we condemn; them for it ; Yet are there dayly 
amongſt us, that, are guilty of the ſame folly, 
and by Covetouſnefs, Voluptnouſneſs, Ambiti- 
on, Malice, Perjury,and the like, ſel] themſclves, 
and their fouls for leſs, and paſs them away upon 
worfe tearms, then they have done. Adam fold9-n36& 
himſelf for an Apple - Efan, for a Mes of Pottage 28.30.34: 
Achan,' for a'Wedyge.of Gold : Abgb, for a Vineyard pL 
Tuglor, for thirty pieces of filver. How many arc 5.t* - 
there to be found amongſt, us, which for leſs mat-/<#2* | 
ters will. lye, will ſwear, will forſwear, will fteal, 
deceive, cheate, and coſen, and what not ? Thac 


lufts, and humours, will part with a good Con- 


Heaven, their mrtereft m Chriſt, and in the 
Goſpel, fel] themſelves, and ſouls, and all, for 
tefs then a Meſs of | Portage, The refolantion of 


not goe beyond the Word of the Lord, to doe more or 
Let it be the reſolution of every ſoul, and: 
God give us grace, and power to keep it. 

2- Are ſouls ſo pretious? Then let us look ro 
the nv 


bd » . 
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them catefully, Preſerve 'them'chifly, as we 


would doe our chieteſt'Fewelsi Keep thy foul 


. with all diligence, 'examine'the ſtate'of ir, ſee it 
' want- nothing of that which ſhoutd be'/for the 


happineſs and proſperity of. it : Ourcare is mich 


for the body, What ſball we tate, what ſhall' we 


drink, wherewithall fball we be clothtd'? in 'the 


mean while, the ſoul is negleted; ſer by, "arid 
- [leaſt look'r after « Bur as our. Savibur'ſayes 'in 


a like caſe, Mar:6.'25 1s abt" the' body better then 


the -rayment ?So (ay I, 1s not the' ſoul better "then 


the body ? Is there aty'oommpattſon between the 


Jewel, andithe Cabinet that it is Jayd up'in 7 Te 
. *was' Martha's reproof, That / ſhe * cared for ' many 
- *things ore” then ſhe needed': And for the one. thing 
'That was move neceſſary, leſs. It is) our juſt reproof 
in! this caſe ; We enquire after the health *and 
welfare of our friends, and after their proſperity, 
how they thrive 1n this world ;\but without any 


regard ro their fpicitaal eſtate, and die well-tare | 
and proſperity' of "their ſouls. St. John, in his Þ 
Epiſtle to Gains, with a more ſpiritual falutation, 


"4 
- 


hath a more ſpecial eye to the” proſperit y of his 


ſou! ; Beloved, wiſh chiefly that thou doe preſper, | 
as thy ſoul proſpereth, 3* John:1. 2, Dawid did 
more rc3oyce in the good che Lord had done for | 

his þ 
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.for-his foul, ths for atl pe 


him, and for him in his body, in his eſtate; s 

any oalar Ins relations : Hearken tome (laith b Vs 
all. you that fear God, and I will tell you: what the © 
Lord:bath doxe for. my ſau: The: Lotd hadidone 
great things for him otherwiſe,and he could have 


given them a large Narrative of them ; but in his 


remembrance of his great fayours -to him, he 
paſles by all theſe, and mentions.the other, as 
farr greater then all the reſt, I will.tell you what 


| | #he Lord hath done for my ſoul : So, the care of 


all thoſe holy men dying, which'I have mentio- 
ned, was chiefly for thei ſafety: of their: ſouls, - 
Lord Teſus receive my ſpirit, Ads 7.59. F ather 5-9. 


| #nto thy bands I commend my ſpirit. And in the 70 


Text, "lon take awiy my ſoul : Though the bo- 


| dies of the Saints dying, are not to: be negle- 
| ed, but decently to be iater'd, as in hope and 
; expeQation of a bleſſed Reſurce&ion, as the bo- 
E dy as St. Stephen was, and the bedy of our bleſ- 


ſed Lord ; yet the care they had of their ſouls, 
{wallowed up all the care of cheir bodies, fo that 


| fit is not {o much as mentioned by them, nor liy 


our Prophet in the Text, but —_ his ſoul, Lord 
take away my ſoul. 


3+ Are ſouls ſo pretious ? Then this is a ſes 
M vere 


ey word) the care of ſouls) ro look well 


d.-'\' "to our charge, as ſuch'as muſt give an account of þ 
| \the: 1 APTN truft in the world, even the ſouls of | 


evemible, 
"count: to 'God, to: his people, and to his own || 
Conſcience in: thivinracter, Ads 26. 26. 1 am free 

from tbe blot of? all Men. 
'St. Pax! here ſpeakiof ? He was no Sword- Man, 
there was no fear of his ſhedding any mans blood 


ts, [ohan ade; wderetin 


Gods people committedhith our charge. I cannor bur 
when I rcade: St, Paxl giving up his ac- 


by violence: How coms he toclear himſelf from 


blood? (B#;): The) blood here meant, is more 


tious then the life-blood of: man can be, it is 


the blood of ſouls © implying; That if he bad not 


faithfully,:and” confeionably performed the du- 
ties'of his Paſtorabieharge amoripſt them, he had 
been guilty of .the blood of ſouls: Oh, let this 


fink deep into! our hearts, that we may not be. |. 
-come guifty of «lic-blood of fouts : How earneſt-[ 
ly ought we to endeavour the falvation of our}. 
People, as of our {elves ? And at the hour of 
death to Pray; That the Lord would be mercifhl þ 
-10: them, and take away their ſouls. 


Oueſt. Bat here now ariſeth a great Queſtion, 
a grand Inquiry, not without great caution and 


What blood doth | 


- 
»— IE - 


ſobriety | 


fobriety tnhentfolya; Tonching 3 e: J 
| ſeparated, and taken'ont of the bots} Phat (54H if 


» 
. 


them afterward ? Whether upon their ſeparation 


| they dee preſently enter injothat flate in which op 
| areto remain, and contipne, during this waſh ſpace of 


Eternity, without all change or «lteration of their- 


| condition ® 


An. [ anſwer no: For the ſoul of man from: 
the time of it's firſt being in;-him, whether by 
Creation, or by Infuſion, or by. Tradu&ion Ge- 
neration, 1 diſpute not : Nor of the praexiſtence 
of it before, an Opinion. that hathegreat Pa- 
trons too, eſpecially among the Philoſophers, 
the Gymnoſophifts of Egypt, the Brichmans of 
India, the Magi of Perffa, and the Jewiſh Caba- 
liſts ; and among them, ſome Chriſtians alſo, 
Origin for one ; but I wave that diſpute too : But 
| ppp my diſcourſe from the ſouls rſt being 1 in 
the body, from that beginning it paſſes it's im- 
mortality under three conditions, or a three-fold 
eſtace, every one of them different from other. 
The feſt i is the ſtate of the ſoul during the time 
of it's being in the body, which it doth aQtuate 
and informe. The ſecond 1s the ſtate of it be» 
tween the time of the ſeparation of ir from the 
body, by diflolution,and the re-union of it again 
M 2 with 


darific Reorre ion; nd the Hy 
» And the third is," from. that day 
ternity, ard for ever after. That theſe tliree 
Kates of :the Foul 'art' different one from: the 
Spher, þ Evident eri6ugh' = Of che firſt of cheſe 
we have experience in this life, while our ſouls: 
are In our. bodies, which are given unto us to: 
aQuatc, and: tnforme them, and! to'uſe them as 

ee | Ins, or-Anftruments: fot glorifying God by- 
+ them, andidoing good : Glorifie God in. your bo. 

E. tits, ani tn your ſpirits, for they are bj, 1 Cor. 6. 
=. 20: Phis:is:done; by giving-up the facultics of- 
” thi one, andithe-parts of the other:: Not- as miem-- 
: ber of unrighreonſveſt to unrighteouſneſi, but as in- 
a firuments. of: righteouſneſi unts bolineſs 3 and Ac- 
_ cordingly:as we have ſo done, ſhall-we give an ac- 
count unto God, inthe day of faccount': For- we: 
mmnſt all appear before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, to 
_ rehder-an account - for thetbings done in the body, whe-- 
therthey be good. or evil,3-Cor. 5. ig. Therefore 
Now: is "tha time of working; now is the time of 
Tim. doing our ſe] ves.good, now1s the time of laying: 
a;good foundation forthe time. to come, now is 
che time of: layipg-up that, which may befor the 
fkrcherance of- our account then ; now 1n this farſt 
Ratccob. rhooul, while. 1t.1s in the. body, muſt- 
| We: 
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we provide for the well-being of it in the'ſecond: 
eſtate, and in the third,and to Eternity : Now as 
chis firſt eſtate of che ſoul in the body, is different. 
fromthe ſecond eſtate of it,avitis ſeparated from: 
| the body ;ſo is that ſecond eſtate of: it.out of the: 
body different from the third eſtate of it, when' 
{ it ſhall be re-united to the body again, and put: 
into that.cſtate in which it. ſhall. remain for ever,. 
and.toall.Eternity, It is the general Opinion of 
| men, but withall, a general miſtake, That as ſoon: 
as ever.the ſoul is ſcparated from the body, it'pal- 
ſes immediately.into that eſtate cither of joy and 
glory, or of miſery and rorment, in which it ſhall 
remain forever, without any alteration.. True it- 
is, That at the ſeparation of the {ou} from the 
© body, there is'a particular judgement paſſes upon: 
it, by which it is made knowa to it, what ſhall 
become of it Ecernally, and is preſently put into: 
the beginnings, cither of the- one, or the: other, . 
and into a ſtate previous to' that third eſtate, in 
| which it is co remain for ever, without alteration: : 
[But that either the-ſouls of wicked men are- im« - 
;mediately upon their-ſeparation fromithe body 
'caſt into that extremity of miſery and 'tormient * 
'which-is prepared for them : Or that the'ſouls of * 
the juſt doe then paſs-into that height of joy and | 
glory 


glory-which God bath prepared/for'them, I doe 
confidently deny, and ſhall prove the contrary in | 
both the parts of ic. And firſt, For the ſouls of || 
wicked men, that they are not upon their ſepara- | 
tion from the body caſt-into; that extremity of 
torment which is prepared for them :-I prove by 
an Argument a Majori, thus : 


The wery Dewils themſelves are not yet caſt 
inte that extremity of torment, that they are con- 
demned unto. Therefore the ſouls of wicked men 
ere 108 immediately upon their ſeparation cafl 
into theſe torments, | 


The Conſequence of this Argument is clear, 
for no man will judge the ſtate of wicked men to | 
be worſe then the ftate of Devills. The Antece- 
dent I prove by twoclear teſtimonies of Scripture; F 
The firſt out of St. Met. 8. 2g; where thoſe fierce þ 
Devills which had poſſefted two men among the þ 
Gergeſens, (ecing Chriſt comming towards them, 
are ſtricken with terror at his preſence, and cry 
out, What hawe we to do with thee, Jeſus thou Sonne 
of God ? Art thou come to torment us before the time * 
They knew they were condemn'd to torment, but 
there was a time ſet, when they ſhould be caſt 
Into it, but that time was not yet come: and || 
there- þ 


» 
has CY 


: therefore fecing him comming. -towards them, 
7 + they. cery*out againſt him, as if he came to ante- 
date their milery, by caſting them into it before 
the time, Ars thou come to torment u4 before the 
' | 7rime? Theother proof is both a confirmation of 
the truth in hand, and an illuſtration of the Text: 
It is in the Epiſtle of Jude, ver. 6. The Angels alſo 
which kept nor their firſt eſtate, but Teft their ows 
babitation, 'he hath reſerved in chains of darkneſs, 
uno the Tudgement of the great day : Where you 
have the time, when they ſhall be caſt into: thac 

extremity of torment unto which they are con-- 
'demned, 'at the Judgement of the great day ; 
| F and theeſtate that they arc in, in the mean time, 
they are:ireſerv'd m chains of darknefs; the chains 
noting, 'the ſafe keeping and ſecuring of them, 
| ' that thus can no wayes make their eſcape : And 
| the darkneſs, noting their diſmal] and uncomfor- 
 þ table condition all that. while : They are reſers'd 
” dnebains of derknefs, unto the Tudgement of the greas 
| dey; an cxpreſſion borrowed from the ſtate of. 
' -condemaecd priſoners, which after they arc con- 
demn'd, are ſecured in chains or fetters, and caſt 
| into the dungeon, and there: reſerved unto the 
| dayof Execcuticn. And this is a ſufficient. proof 
| of the truth of this affection in the firſt pare of 
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"kt; as -obackion the ſouls of Wor war ff men; Thet the 
ſtate of their ſouls, from the day of their ſeparation 
from their bodies, untill the day of Fudgement, is not | 
the ſame that it ſhall be after that day, though it be | 
. 4 woeful eſtate to, as will farther appear-in the ſequel | 
.of this diſcourſe. We are now to make good this | 
Propoſition in the other part of it, Concerning 
the ſouls of the juſt, That they enter. not..pre- 


:ſently upon their diſſolution into the, fulneſs. of © 


joy and glory intended them, and' prepared: for 
them. And for that, I alledge, Rev. 6:9, ro, 11. 
where at the opening of the fifth Scal;' St. Fohn 
ſees under the Alter, the-ſouls of them that (were 
killed for the Word of God, and for the teftimony 
which they maintained. And they eryed with e loud | 
woice, ſaying, How long Lord, how Warwry and true, | 
Aoſt thou not Tudge, and avenge onr blood on them | 
that dwell on the Earth? And long white Robes were 


given to every one 3 and it was (Cid unto them, That |. 


they ſhould refi: for 8 little ſeaſon, until their fellow- |: 
ſervants, and their brethren that, ſpeuld be: killed, \ ' 
(even as they were ) were fulfilled; This Seripture | 
| makes for our. purpole all along; For ficft;, Who |! 
are-they that here complain, 2: The:Toext; ſayed, | 
j They: were Martyrs, and thoſe are-Saitits of- the | 
/ firſt "li: And if their ſouls were not received in- |: 
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#0 the faincls of joy and happineſs at their diſſo- 
lution 3 What ſoals are 2 But that they were not, 
| it appears, Firſt, By their complaint, How long 
| Lord ? bow loyg? Secondly, By the anſwer given 
!{ unto them, perſwading Ni# to waite for a ſeaſon; 
and 10 poſſeſs their ſouls with patience, till the reſt 
of the number of their brethren were accompliſhed, 
' without whom, they could not be made perfe, 
- and that could not be till the Reſurreion, and: 
the General Judgement at the great day. Aqui- 
| nas doth excellently deſcribe Sammnn bonum, or 

the higheſt felicity, to be, Quies Mentis, or Acqui- 
| eſcentia Mentis in ultimo fine, the reſt, or acqui- 
| elcence of the mind in the laſt end, beyond 
' which, nothing can be defired to make it more 
happy : But thoſe ſouls which yer cry, How long 
Lord ® how long ? doe declare, That they have 
' Not yet attained their #/timate end ; and there- 
| fore they doe not perfecly acquieſce, but are in 
expectation of a farther depree of fuller happi- 


! nels yet co be given unto them. And thus I have 


; made good this Propoſttion in both the Parts, That 
| the ſouls ſeparated from the body by Death, are not in 
| the ſame ſtate from the time of their ſeparation, to the 
| time of their re-union again at the day of Tudgement, 
| that they ſhall be in, after that day, to all eternity, 


But 
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"(Vati aha « ooifjnks binakcyo> al me, Fr 1 - 
what ſtate are. thay then, daring that time * Where are | 
they 2.0r, what ibecoms of thaw? ITED, 27 9RE .-- 
-- And to this Qzerie, I ſhall erideayour to fatisfie |) 
you too, arid:that," Ad partes, to both che parts'vf 
ir, both as it concerns the ſouls of the juſt, and 
the ſouls.of the unjuſt and wicked men. ' And | 
—"I to the ſouls of wicked men; If you ak Þ 
me; Where? or, In what ſtate they are  Lanſwer 
They are in the ſame ſta te, and in Ant fame places BM 
ng the evill Angels are in ; and-what that was, | 
you heard evennow out of FJude'6. 'they are ſe- | * 
cured in priſon, they are with 'them, reſerved in | ' 
chains, unto the Tudgement of the great day. For | * 
proof of this, take theſe rwo'Seriptures z the firlt Þ * 
'in'i Peter 24.19. The (econd'ir Luke 12. 26, In Þ - 
the firſt, St. Peter {peaking of the death of Chriſt, F | 
C1 

| 
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faith thus, ver. 18. Chriſt alſo ſuffered for fr mers, 

the juſt for the unjuſt, ru be might bring 1s to God, ; 
who was put to death: as concerning the Fleſh, but was 
quickned in the Spirit. By which ſpirit alſo, he 
went and Preach't to the ſpirits in Priſon, ver. 19. | 
It.ye .ask, What ſpirits 2 he'tells you, wer. 29: | 
Thoſe ſpirits which in time" paſt were diſobedient : In | * 
what time ? In the times-ef Noah, and before the | 
Klood, for: fo it. followeth. 3 ' When ence the long | 


$::9 ſuffering 1 


ſuffering of God ahode' iinithe.ddjes of Noali; mhils 
1 the: Ark; 44 preparing: wherein' few, 'that. is, eighd 
| perſons were ſawed from periſbing in the waters. 
{ There you have St. Perer plainly interpreting 
himſelf, that-ghe_ ſpirits here mentioned, are the 
| ſpirits-of. the ſinners of the old world, which: pe» 
/ riſhed in the Flood, but their ſpirits periſhed not, 
| neither. were they preſently ſent to the Lake of 
| everlaſting Burnings, but they are-fecuredin Pri- 
' ſon, as theevill Angels are, and {a reſerved'unto- 
; the Judgement of the: great day. That: place in 
| St. Like, (peaks the ſame thing, where the Voyce 
is heard ſpeaking to the ſecure Epicure, ſinging a 


Þ requiem to his own ſoul, ' Sou), take thine eaſe, cate, <9. 
| drink, and be merry, thou haſt geods layd up for many 


years : Alas ! he dreams of many years, when he 


| hath not many hours:to live : Srulte h2c noHle, Thou 


fool, this night ſhall they fetch away thy ſoul, then 


'Þ whoſe ſhall theſe things be? Nay, Whoſe (halt thou 
| be ? Thi night ſhall they ferch away thy ſoul : 
© Which they? The evill Angels. When good men 


dye, the good Angels are ready to receive their 
\ ſouls, as they did the ſoul of Lazargs, Luke 16; 22 
| end carry them into Abraham's beſome, Bur when 
| wieked men dye, the evill Angels fetch away 


their ſouls, Thon fool, this night ſhall they fetch away 
N 2 thy 


| 


| 


: 
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- thy ſrl: Aridwhither «(think you) Deke they to 

carry it ? but to their. own-Quarters, to thoſe Pri- 

ſons in which-:themſclves are ſecur'd, us #n chains 
unto the Judgement of the great dey. | 

But then, here-ari{eth another Queſtion, What 
thoſe Priſons are ? Or, Where it 4, that they are ſe- 
cared unto that day * 

And to this I Anſwer. There are three vaſt, 
Large, and ſpacious Priſons, in which the evill 
Angels are fronted, and with them, the ſouls of 
wicked men, unto the Judgement of the great 
day. And _ are, 


The Aire-« 
bf The Earth. 
3. The Sea. 
Firſt, The Aire, with all the ſeveral Regions 
of it, into which the Apoſtate Angels were bani- 
fhed : When for their Rebellion againſt their 
Creator, they were expell'd out of. Heaven. -For 
this, ſee St, Paul, in his Epiftle to the Epbeſtans, 
#4p. 6. 12. Tou wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood, 
bus againft Principalities and Powers, and fpirituol 
wickedneſſes in high places. And whar > Or, who 
ace thofe fpiritual wickednefles, but thoſe evill 
fpirits ? And what arc thoſe high places, but the 
Regions 


ALTAL 


' inthe Aire; tor even amongſt chem there is Oc- 
| der, and ſubordination : We reade of a Prince 
omong Devils, Ephef. 5.2 


The 'ſecond of thoſe Priſons, is, The Earth; 


; and therein firft, The vaſt and howling Wildecr- 


| neſſes, and places an-inhabited, where no foot. 
| doth tread, but where Oftriches doe dwell, where: 


| Ziindoth lodge, and the: Satyres' dance. 
{ * Secondly, The vaſt Caverns and Concavities 


within the Earth, among which, the hollow 


Mountains of Etna, Viſavins,and in Treland, that 
| hollow: vaule, ealled Saitvs Patricks Purgatory, are 


' famous in ſtory : Bur im America many ſuch, and 


' more evident Dens of Dzmons : But above al! 
' theſe, the vaſt hollowneſs in the very heart, and 
: Centerof che Earth 3 for who knows what vaſt 
; and ſpacious receptacles there may be for ſuch: 
2 ſpirits? It is not blo ave againſt any 
: Article of Faith, or of Seripture, to conceive, 


| receptaele for ſuch ſpirits, and by which that vaſt 
| and weighty body is buoy'd up, that it ſink not 
| any way towards the Circumference on any ſide, 
though 


| Regions bf the Aire ? And therefore is the Prin- 
cipal of the Devils, called, Thr Prince thit ruteth. 


| That there is in the very heart and Center of 
: the Earth, ſuch a vaſt hollowneſs, both for a fit-: 


as chough n no way ſupperixdeneicher by:Poa}s, nor 
_ Pillars. ..\Mhati4s ithatifpliaine the: yalt and 
weiphty Ships 'in &þ@'s as With: -al1 che Anebors, 
Ordnance,and ,Fiauttht .ir them; but the hol- 
lownels of them ? What, s it, that (aams the 
.- © Clondy in the Airey infinicely;greates, and vhare 
weighty then- they, {o as they fly:toand fra; but 
Le as bottles. in the: Aire, as, Job had, or likg blan- _ 
ders full of winds,: that they; (all not down, 
great daſhes, even-to. make another DNeluggi, but: 
the hollowneſs of them ? That {ach a 'hollow- 
nels there is in them, appears by the Lightning, 
the Thunder, and: the. Thunder-bolts, and the. 
ſpiritual yapour that; Proegedsjout of chetp,when 
they break of ſ{uch-farcs, that , fs penetnazes, and. 
burns, and breaks, ;and-tears, in. peeces 4h that, 
it lights upon : And ;who cazi[ deny, but: 1045 
agreeable to reaſon, that there, maybe. ſach- a 
hollowneſs in the heart of the earth, whereby it. 
may,by the power and provideace of the Creator, 
beſuſtained in the place which he hath appointed. 
forit ; and alſo be a fit receptacle of eyill ipirits; 
where they may be ſecured as in a Priſon, and re- 
ſerved unto the Judgement of the great day. In 
the Apoſtolical Creed, we profeſs ;to beleeve, 
That Chriſt deſcexded into Hell, And-St, Paul tells 
us, 
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; 


the deſcent of his-bod y.by bis buria], that \{carce 
went:tneo the Earth lat/all; but wasJayd an. the 


Sepulclire-which: Foſeph of Arimesthea; had made 
for himlelf in his Garden, which 'was above the 57 


Ground, or, .at..ltaſt,.the moſtopart of. it, it any 


part atiall of it were underzorwithinghe ground, | 


it was not1o low;as that we mnay ſay af it, It ww 
in the lower: parts of the Eartb, How then will you 
underſtand this: Article of 'oun Jords deſcent into 
Hell, except'you'underſtand it of his foul, and of 
his- ſpirit ? And »where will you find:this Hel! 
more agreeable-to-Scripture, and Reaſon, then as 


I have deferibed it ? and that, by bis Sprrit, he went 


to Preach tv -the ſpirits: in priſon there. 

The third vaſt Priſon wherein the evil! Angels 
are ſecured unto the day of the general Judgement, 
is, The Seo; for there are Sea: Spirits, as: well as: 
' Land Spirits, or Aerial Spirits. When the Dilci- 


ples, being ina Ship, ſaw. Chriſt coming towards 


them, walking upon the Sea,the Text {ayes, They. 
were troubled, and thought they had ſeen a Spirit, 


Spiritsthart did appear in the Seq, as well as: on 
the Land; And in. St. Matthew 8. we reade, Thas: 
ot the. 


HeWeſcelided ve rover mee wn wig yas into thedpwer Ep 
parts of the Eerth + This cannot. be underſtood of ” 


Mat. 14. a6. whereby it appears, That there were 1-72- 
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ol Devils being coffee of ehrawk hich t "= bad 
poſſeſſed, emtred into un Heardof Switie, and tax 


them headlong into the Sea :'by which is ſeems, 
JN 
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there was their abode. And in "Mark 5. which by 
many circumſtances ſeems not to'be the ſame 
with this of St, Matthew : we reade, Of 4 
whole legion of Dewils, entring a Heard of no leſs then 


two thouſand Swine, and carrying them with great 


violence into the Sea © theſe were Sea Spirits, whoſe 
abode was in the Sea, which is the third Priſon 


wherein theſe evill Angels arc ſecur'd; and con- 


fin'd unto the Judgement of the great day, and 
with them, the ſouls of wicked men, beth tobe 
brought in, and judged at that general Aſlizes, 
which though they be not till then caſt into the 
Lake of everlafting burnings ; yet is their condi- 
tion in the mean time woetul, aud miſerable : "Tis 
miſerable, to confider how wilfully they have 
forſaken their own mercy, and'what opportunity 
they have loſt of preventing this their miſery, 
never to be recovered, nor recalled : 'Tis mife- 
rable to lye in Priſon, i in ſuch a Priſon, and for 
ſuch Crimes, of which they know themſelves 
they ſhall be found guilty at that day, and con- 
paddle ro {uffer the yengeance of ever)aſting 


fire * 
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'Tis miſerable to ſee Hell open before them, | 
and þ 


and ready to receive them : *Tis miſerable in the 

mean time to lye under the wrath of the Al- 
mighty, and under the torments of a wounded. 
foul : Yet neither are the tormen +; of the ſouls 
of wicked men, during this time of their ſepara- 
tion from their bodies all equal ; as neither (hall 
they be after the general Judgement, as ſhall be 
ſhewed in the {equel of this Freatilſe ; but in the 
mean while, (having ſhewed you the ſtate of the 
ſouls of wicked men) it now reſts, that I ſhould 
ſhew you, What is the ſtate of the ſouls of juſt 
men,from the time of their [eparation from their 
bodies, till the time of their re-union again with 
their bodies at the day of the Reſurrefion. 

And in anſwering to this inquiry,the Scripture 
gives us ſome light in four expreſſions 3 When the 
body returns to duff from whence *twas taken, the ſþi- 
' rit returgs 0 God that gave it ſaith Solomon, Eccleſ. 
' 12.7. The Angels receive it, and carry it into Abra+ 
E ham's boſom, (aith St. Luke, cap. 16. 22. It 5s layd 
* mader the Altar, (aith St. John, Rew. 6. g. It zz car» 
| ried into Paradiſe,ſaith our Savicur to the penitent 
| theef upon the Crois, Luke 23. 43. All thele 
| are moſt comfortable, and heavenly expreſſions, 
| ſetting forth the bleſſed and happy eſtate of the 
| fouls of the juſt which they enter into, when 
| O they 


_ theyare delivered from the burden of the fleſb, 
the great impediment of their perfeQion z yes 
they doe not all amount to this, That upon their 

ſeparation they paſs into the higheſt Heaven,and 

into the fruition of the immediate viſion of God, 

and that fulneſs of joy and glory, that they ſhall 

enter into at the laſt day, when it ſhall be ſaid 

unto them, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, enter into 

the inheritance of the Kingdom prepared for you frem 

the beginning of the world. For we cannor imagine 

that theſe words arc ſpoken onely in reference to 

the bodies,then hewly rayſed out of the graves ; 

but to the whole man, body and ſoul united to- 

| 25. gether,and ſo to the entire perſons of them, Come 
3h yebleſſed, enter into the Kingdom. For that of Solo- 
>cl.12-7. mon, That the ſoul returns to God that gave it ; It is 
true, that is, It is taken up into the higher Hea- 

vens, and 1s in neerer communion with God then 

it was before, it 1s admitted neerer into his pre- 
ſence, it is taken into his more immediate care to 
diſpoſe of it,in a place and ſtate of bliſs and feli- 

gity, of joy and glory, even preſently upon the 
ſeparation of 1t from the body : For that of Saint 

Euke, That the Angels received the ſoulof Lazarus : 

the meaning: 18, That he was gathered unto the 

maſt. af the faithful; of which: Abraham is ſaid 
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to be the Father, and carried to a Place of Þ: 
intimated by Abraham's boſome : Sinus Patriarcha- 


rum vreceſſus, quidam eſt quiets #ternz, Ambr. For 


that of St. Fohn, Kew. 6. Where he ſees the ſouls of ug, 


the Martyrs under the Altar : the meaning is, That 
they were in a place of ſecurity, where no evill 


ſhould touch them ; as in the third of the Book of 


Wiſedom, The ſouls of the righteous are in the hands 
of God, and no evill ſhall touch them,v. 1. The Altar 
was an Aſylum, a place of refiage and protection, 
1 Kings 2. 28, The fouls of theſe Martyrs were 
ſeen ntder the Altar, to intimate their ſecurity, 
their ſafety, no evill might rouch them, 


As to that ſaying of our Lord, to the penitent © 


theet upon the Crols, This day ſhalt low be with 
me in Paradiſe - 1 give theſe two an{wers. Firſt, 
That Paradiſe is not fo limited to the hig heſt 
: Heaven, where the Throne of God is, but hae it 
> may comprehend {ome other place adjacent to it, 
' where he might bein joy and felicity with Chriſt, 
who as to his Divine Nature is every where 3 the 
word fignificth, A place of pleaſure : And {uch are 
the places aſligned to be the receptacles of the 
ſouls of the juſt, when they are ({eparated from 
their bodies, I anſwer ſecondly, That for the 


_ fouls of Enech before the Law, and of Elyab un- Gong: 
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der the Law, and of this penitent. theef under 
the Goſpel ; Idoe not deny,but they might have 
ſpecial priviledge in the tranſlation of them, that 
- the Lord in their examples might give good aſſu« 
Trance to all beleevers, and to all the juſt that 
evcr have, or ſhall live in any age of the world, 
whether before the Law, under the Law, or ſince 
the Law,as well of their a(cention, and glorifica- 
tion,as of their reſurreGtion : As to this penitent 
theef in particular, dying with him upon the 
Croſs, that he might ſhew a ſpecimen of the 
power. of his death, in ſaving, juſtifying, and 
glorifying penitent ſinners, though never {o great 
offenders : Bur then, we muſt remember with- 
\ all, that theſe were peculiar priviledges of fin- 
gular perſons : And, Privilſegia ſunt paucorum, 
the Civill Law will tell us, That Priviledges 
are the portion but of few: This doth not weaken 
the.truth of my aſcertion, Thac the ſouls of juſt 
men'dying, doe not immediately upon the {epa« 
ration of them from the body,paſs into the high- 
eſt Heaven, nor to the hipheſt glory, nor to that 
fulneſs of joy, which they ſhall enter into at the 
Reſurreftion, when they (hall be 1e-united to 
their bodies, and {o both together ſhall be taken 
. into the everlaſting habications, and ſhall ſand 


in 
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in \ the  @- God, and enjoy the beatifical!'. (foo 54 
Viſion, in whoſe light they ſhall ſee light, when LE 


: they ſhall ſce God tace to face, in whole preſence (2s. TA 
! is fulneſs of yoy, and at whoſe right hand there 4s. (6, 


' are pleaſures for evermore. This the Royall Pro»: 
| phet by his ſpirit of Propheſie foreſaw long agoe, 
and rejoyced under the hope of ir, Pſal. 17. 15. 
' T ſpall behold thy face in righteouſneſs : : and. when 1 
' awake, 1 ſhall "vg ſatisfied with thy Image : When 1 
| awake, that is, in the morning of the ReſurreQi- 
on, then I hall be (ſatisfied with thine Image, 

| then, and not tyl then, ſhall [ be fully ſatisfied 
| with thine Image. 

\ Bur then here ariſeth another Queſtion, az 


there did of the ſouls of wicked men, } Lil are- 


the ſouls of the .juſt in the mean while, between the 
| timeof their ſeparation from the body by death, and 
| the re-union of them with the body at the ReſurreG&i- 
on? Where are they ® What becoms of them ® In 
” what ſlate and condition hawe they their being * What 
' w% their imployment 2 What 4 their enjoyment ? To 
all theſe four Quzries, 1 ſhall endeavour ro give 
you ſome ſatisfaction, as touching the Place, the 
State, the Imployment, and the Enjoyments ok 
ſouls ſeparated. 

And as to the firſt of theſe, The Place of the 


ſouls 


wth 
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4% arared. 'I ſhalt not ſendyot' tothe Ely. 
-" "ſianfields of the anticnt Potts to ſeek'them': Nor 
to the Gardens nor Orchards of the Heſperides : 


. , © Nor to the Mabometan Paradiſes ; all theſe concei- 


ved and beleeved, That the ſouls of wertuons and 
Juſt Men; as ſoon as they were ſeparated from the body, 
did paſi into ſome place of reſt and joy, wherein they 
were not deceived : But fer want of a more di- 
ſtint knowledge of the Place where they had 
their being, and their ftate in it, they ſet it forth 
by comparing it to the being in thoſe places 
which they conceived to be:moſt happy,pleaſant, 
and joyous. But certainly, that which is moſt 
" agreeable to reaſon in this caſe, and is no way re- 
pugnant toany Article of Faith, nor to any diſ- 
covery it Seripture made to the contrary, is this ; 
That the ſouls of the juſt, being ſeparated from 
the bodies, doe paſs into thoſe high Heavens 
which are above the Starry Firmament, as the 
ſouls of 'wicked men doe paſs into the Regions 
of the Aire below it. For that there are Hea- 
vens above the Starry Firmament, it cannot be 
denyed : Two we reade of before we come to the 
Empyrean Heavens, where the Throne of God 
38, and where the Lord of Hoſts, with all his holy 
Angels keeps his Court in Majeſty and oy 

| OS. 6 


gf 
w » 
is - 


The lower moſt of theſe, is called Celam Aquenn,: 
The Watery Heaven, from the clearne(s, and the 
| tranſparancy of it : The other above that is cal- 
| led, Czlum Chryſtallinum, The Cryſtal Heaven, 
| from the purity, and the pellucidity of -it, for 
 ftill the higher the Heavens are, and the ncerec. 
| they approach to the Empyrean Heaven, where 
' the Throne of God is,the more glorious are they, 
' and the more noble the Inhabitants 'of [theme 
Now between every of theſe Heavens, there is a 
vaſt ſpace of infinite capacity ;z and it muſt needs 
be ſo, by reaſon of the greatneſs of their circum- 
ference,the leaſt and loweſt of them isof greater 
capacity and comprehenfion, then all this ſpace 
| that is between the Earth and: the Starry Firma- 
ment, and the reſt greater then: it proportiona«: 
bly. Now I would ask, Of what »ſe theſe vaſt and 
comprehenſive Heavens are, if this be not one, To be 
" the receptacle of the ſouls of the juſt, when they are 
} roken out of their bodies? Natura nihil facie fru-- 
: ftra, The God of Nature, the Creator of all things; 
| bath made nothing in wain : There is no part of rhe: 
| world 'which: he hath: made, but he hath ſtor'd,, 
| and ftock't it with Inhabitants ſuitable to it x: 
The Earth he hath-ſtor'd and ſtock't with Beaſts? 
' and! Cattel,,the' Sea'with: Fiſhes; the' Ayrerwithi 
Fowle; 


I Fowle,'a ans rs Karat Tele deelgess: every of 


the Spheres above” it, with Starrs and Planets, 
which by their light, hea te ,influence,and motion 
divide-the/ times, and \Governe. this' inferiour 
world : The Starry Firmament that'is ſpread out 
as a vaile between this inferiour, and the ſuperi- 
our world, between theſe lower andthe higher 
Heavens, it is peopled (as it were) with innume- 
rable Golden Starrs of ſeveral magnitudes, ſpeti- 
ous to behold, and pretious for their uſe and in- 
fluence : The Empyrean Heavens, the bigheſt of 
all the reſt, is ſror'd and Inhabited with Angels, 
and Arch- Angels, Cherubims and'Seraphims, and 
the other Orders of thoſe Heavenly Courtiers 
that ſtand in the preſence of God, waiting his 
pleaſure, and ready to execute his will, and” to 
fulfill his Word : Thus the whole Univerſe is ve- 
pleniſhed with Inhabitants ſuitable to the places 
which the Great Creator and high diſpoſer of all 
things hath appointed for chem. And doe theſe 
beautiful Heavens, the Aqueal and Chryſtalline 
Heavens, ſo ſpecious, and ſo ſpatious between 
the Starry Firmament and the Empyrean Hea- 
ven, ſtand voyd and empty without Inhabitants? 
No, it cannot be, but they have their Inhabitants 
too, And they are the ſoul of the juſt, when they 


are 
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one ſipirated fram their bodixs by death #nd-diffolu* | 
tiny who beirig next unto the Angle in holineſs; are 
placed in receptacles next unto them in glory. The 
Chryſtalline' Reaven next and immediately under * 
the Emrpyrian Heaven; and the:dqueal;or Watry 2AM * 
Heaven next immediately under it ; and,as they :: i. "WF 
have attained.to the degrees of purity here in this | 
life, fo are they diſpoſed of into the one, or into 
the .other of "them, neexer, of farther off from 
the Throne of glory ; for as after the Reſurrecti= 
on, there ſhall be ſeveral and different degrees of 
glory ; ſon this ſtate of ſeparation, the fouls ſc- 
parated, (hall be in ſeveral anddiftceent degrees 
of yoy and happineſs, according as they are pre. 
pared for it, and have atrained to ſeveral degrees. 
ot holineſs and. purity in this life, while they. | 
| were in the body, | Thr 79 4 '[ 
Secondly, If you inquire into the flate of thoſe '*" WM. 
| ſouls ſeparated, it muſt needs be bleſſed and glorious, 
| ſuitable to the glory of thoſe Heawens wherein they 
7 are 5 Where firſt, They are. delivered from the 
; burden of the fleſh, the body, the very priſon 
| Wherein they were detained, and ſole impedis 
ment of their perfe&ion. Secondly, They are 
| freed from all fin, and ſorrow, concupiſcence,and 
| Corruption 5 from all temptations and lollicitati= 
P ons 


olafroaelieato (ki chevderit; ;arid whe fleſh, en 
from aft cheeviitof. this lower: worjd-whitch they 
have left behind them; and which now, As that 
glorious Woman; Rev. 12. 1, they trample wer their 
A 24. feet, all naps = from their eyes, \llb ſorrow anil 
F4: (4. (7 grief, and pain are'flowne away,they dyed in the Lord, 
they are bleſſed, they reft from their labonrs, and ſo 
they are in wt herds, s boſome. They arc in' the 
kom of God, as Solomon (peaks, Wiſcdow J- 1. fo 
that noewil ſball pouch them; they arc got above the 
reach of the malice of men or Devils, i #ni;, (as 
the Greek Proverb hath it) ox? of tbe danger of the 
gh + And fo' their ftate'agrees with that which 
St. John ſayes of them, Rev. 6. That he faw them 
under tbe her yet all this is but their privative 
happineſs, confilting in- their freedom from all 
evill, and their 926 from all danger 3 z bur they 
ate in preſent poffefſion of a poſitive bleſſednefs 
too in a great meafure, and high degree of pre- 
fent joy and glory : Their very imployment is a 
part of their blefledneſs, which is. no leſs then 
Angelical, to laud, and prayſe, and magnifie the 
Hving Lord, te fing Hoſanne to Hoſannab's in the 
bigbeſt, and Hellelnjahs to bim that ſitteth upon the 
Fhroze; to admire the glozy, and the greatneſs, 
and the goodnets, and the power, and the holi- 


| 
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neſoof the highty ord God,of which'they have 
nawa clearer ſight and apprehenſion then before; 
. and ip particular, tiis ſingular, and unſpeakable . 
grace and goodneſs unto them, which. hath dane 
{uchigreat things for them, as ta bring them thi 
ther, to triumph in the apprehenſion of: it, and 
to rejoyce and glory inthe ſence of it. I know 
notwhether:L:(hould rather ranke. thefe things 
under their imployments, br their enjoyments, 
| they are bleſſed duties which are bath ; Wich 
what ſweet contentation, and ſelf fatisfaGion 
dqe: they: converſe together in! pure love and 
light 2 With what joy and comfort-can they n 


remember the difficulties, and the-dangers which 
they have paſt through in theic comming thither? 


What temptations ? What affliftions they have 
met withall? What ſtrong corruptions they have 
wreſtled with? What imporcunate luſts they have 
denied and {ubdued ? What follicitations: fram 
the World, from the Fleſh, and from the Devill, 
they have reſiſted and rejected, and how now 
they bleſs themſelves that they have done fo,and 
Gad thatgave them grace and ſtrength to do it ? 
With what joy and prayſe doe they congratulate 
one another, in their happy victones over fin and 


Satan, Death and Hell, and all the enemies of 
| P 2 their 


 - 


«Oo 
their ſalvdeveing ind iidchriciiyfelpi theo 
The ddgeA nd: aka CO 
, Ne/..4- tween them and Heavenzand thathaving eſcaped 
_ all the'corruption; that is in the:Worj& through 
Luſt;: they-are at length arrived to then Phace 
where: they would, even/'to: the 'top of: Mount 
Syox; the Place of their reſt and joy, where now | 
they-are taken ancorneerer: /Countmunionvwith 
;thenthey-could , be; before; chey k4vemore 


} 


clear manifeſtation of him,{wect influences from« 4 
a 


c/o axon _ him 3 (they converſe with || 
_ Anpeloptongratulatingithem in theirhappine 
Do 2x0f- joy and prayſe, Gel ot 
thenvinto thoſe Heavens, the /habitations of theirs 
happineſs, the:Paradiſe of ' their. joy and glory. 
And now; their Charity invites chem to Pray for | 
the whole eftate of Chrifts Church militans here on 
earth, That the Lord would guide them, and keep them 
#n'the way of. truth : That' he would bring them ſafe 
| through alt the dangers and difficulties that. ftand in 
2TK44.3. the way between them and Heaven: That the Goſpel 
\\ #. way havefree paſſage through the world : That it may 
run, profſper,and be'gltrioxs : That by it; he wouldeall 
. in all: that are yes. wncdilgd That he; would fhorrly 
eecompliſh the number of bx Ele, and haſten bis' 
Kingdom ; that they with thens, aud. all others #bat 


foal 


 Rfijils meme Damme Tos 
ſhall depart ent of this life in the faith and fear of his 
hely Name, may -bave their perfe& conſurimation, and 
blifs, beth .in bodly'and ſoul in bis eternal and everlafte 
glory 's 1 6 
| Which ts the third eſtate, in which immortal 
ſauls doe paſs their immortality, which begins 
from the day of the general Judgement,and lafts 
ftam thence toall Eternity. 
Of which, though we had the Tongue of Men, 
* er. Angels, it is impoflible to ſpeak to the full, and 
as the ſubje& requires: O' Eternity, Eternity, How 
j« the Heart aſtoniſh't, and the Mind ſwallowed up, 
that enters into the thoughts of it, with the ſlate of the 
Juſt, and the unjuſt in it, the-joy and ploty of the one, 
and the miſery aud torment of. the other 7 both which 
being unexpreſflible, I ſhall forbear to enter into 
the deſcription of them, and in ſtead thereof,one!ly 
referr you. to the words of the ſentences at the 
prcat day to be given upon them both t The ſeh-* 
7 tence of ablolution to the juſt on the right hand; 
| Andof-condemnation to the wicked on the left, 
both which, the. Judge himſelf chat ſhall pro-' 
nounce them, hath cold us before hand, and lefe * 
us #7 terminus upon Record, Mat, 25. 74: %c 
And firſt, The fentence of abſolurion, becauſe 
that ſhall be firſt:pronoinc'ty that the wicked or ' 


.” theleft hand may {ee Heaven opened, and:have a 
tof the joy and plory of the Caleftial Para- 
te; and fee the juſt taken into-ity and ſer down 


_ Heaven, and themſelves coft oxit ; that they may ſee 


what happineſs they have loſt, by wilfully for- 
ſaking their own mercy, and putting from them 


what\happineſs, joy, and glory the ſervants of 
God arc arrived unto, whom they deſpiſed, to the 
greater aggravation of their forrow and miſery : 


Fl fiſt pronounc't in theſe comfortable words, Come 
' ye bleſſed of my Father, enter ints. the Inheritance of 
£94 the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
* the world: Every word carries in itlife and glory 5 
Come ye bleſſed ones, take poſſeſſion of a Kingdom: : 
Who ? And what are we,that the Lord ſhould do 
ſo much for us (may they well ſay) as to give us a 
Kingdom ? That's the day, of which St. Paw wri- 
ting to the Theſſeloniang, tells them, Jeſwe Chriſt 
ſpall be admired in all them that beleewe,2 Theſ..1. 10! 
not onely by them, but in them,by Men and An- 

els, to lee that the Lord hath cxalted his poor, 
kle and deſpicable ſervants to { high ho- 
nour, that he hath brought them hitherto: Thes 


ſhall 


10. with Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of 
the Kingdom of Heaven offered unto them z and' 


Therefore ſhall the ſentence' of Abſolugon be 


_——T- 
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ſhall the righteous ſhine as the Sunze in his bright- Mich-1 'W 
neſA(Wiſcdom 5. 1,2,3, 4+ inthe Kingdom of their Eo 
Father. 

- Afcer this ſhall the Judge turne himſelf to the 
wicked, on the left hand, and pronounce againſt 

| them the ſentence of condemnation, in theſe 
| words, Ite maledif&i, Goe ye curſed into everlaſting 
| re, prepared for the Devil and bis Angels « Every = 

' word full of death and terror 3 Goe, and goe ye 
| curſed, and goe into fire, ant fire everlaſting, and 
| fare prepared, (lay 30. 33.) and prepared for the 3 

Dewvil and bis Angels : ff theſe ſball goe imo ever- //(ab-KYY 
| lafting torments, ard the righteous into life ererngal.” © 

And this is the third eftate of immortal fouls, * 
| and in this they ſhall abide for ever, withour alte- 

' ration, without end. And fo l end my Diſcourſe 

| upon this SubjeQzin which, I may truely ſay with 1 
| Moſes, I have ſet before you life and death, bleſſing ()91-39.W 
| and curſing, Heaven and Hell, that fo you may '> © 
| chuſe the better, and that you may doc. it in 
7 time, while remedy may be had, That you may 
live and not dye ; that you may be bleſſed, and not 
! enrſed; that your Portion may be in Heaven, and not 
| 3 Hell, Amen. 
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| [* reſts now, That I ſhould ſpeak fomethingof 
** the third Part of the Text, In'theſe words, 
| For I am no better then my Fathers. 


Bu: an interveritent: occafion'makes me idter- 


poſe a few. Lines for'the ſatisfaftiorwef' ſome, of 
whom I heare they ſhould ſay, That in the former 
Diſcourſe, Concerning the ſtate of ſonls ſeparated from 
their bodies, I Preach't new Dotirine ; And d5k't 
wherennto it was uſefull * Which exceptiori hath 


two parts in it : The firſt, Coneerning, The new-. 


neſi of #. And the ſecond/Concerning, The' nſe- 


leſneſs of it. To both which I muſt ſay fomething 


in way of Vindication. And'as to the firſt, The 
newneſs of it, To pals by all that hath been Writ- 
ten by the Learned Schoolmen of 'the Komiſh 
perſwaſion, becauſe they were of 'the Komiſh per. 
ſwaſion, (and yer, if we ſhould rezect all thatis 
written by the learned of the Romiſh pertwaſion, 


becauſe they were of the Rowiſh per{waſion) we | 


ſhall doe our ſelves as much wrong as them : bur 
tg wave them ; I could fill up my Page with 


the 


-W©. 


| / YT XITY T- yh * aid. M1 
the teſtimonies of Learned, and, holy menunex- 
' ceptionable, which have decla 


declared themſelves of 
"the ſame Judgement in this matter, That neither 
the ſouls of the juſt, nor the unjuft, doe immedi= 
ately upon the ſeparation of them from the body, 
paſs into the ſtate of their eternal being, but in- 
to a ftate intermediate, and different from the 
third ſtare, at leaſt in degree; in which they doe 
remain untill the ReſurreGion, and the generall 
Judgement : The one in Priſon, the other in Pa- 
radiſe : The one. mong(lt the evill Angels, the 
other among.the good Angels : The one in the 
mouth of Hell it ſelf, and in the begianings of 
woe and torment in a great degrec;and the other 
in the very entrance into the higheſt Heaven in 
bliſs and joy, and happineſs unſpeakable,and glo- 
rious. I ſhould make a long buſineſs of it here 
to cite, and to recite the teſtimonies of the Anci- 
ents in this matter ; but to ſave my ſelf and 
Reader that labour, let me intreat him to con- 
ſulc the Writings of an eminence Divine, well 
known and approved of in the Evangelicall 
Churches for Learned and Orthodox, and Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of Lauſanna, 
| mean Bucanus, a man as direfly oppolit to 


Purgatory and Popery, as Light is to Darkneſs, in 
bis 


" 
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his Common Places, Lor! 29. under the Title, 

De Vita zterns, he propoſes this very Queſtion, 

| ro reatay : Firſt, Of the ſouls of the faith- 
FO 


Anne anime piorum nunc 2 corporibus ſeparatz 
' . perfeia, © conſummata beatitudine fruantur ® 


Whether the ſouls of the faithfull ſeparated 
from their bodies, doc preſently enjoy perfe& 
bliſs and conſummate happinels ? F 
. Unto which, he makes this Anſwer : F 
J 
c 


 Saths ſit nobiz ſcire illicd 2 diſceſſu 6 corpore, ſpiri- 
b tum redire ad Deum, qui dedit illuam, Ecclef. 13. 7: 
> __Efſe cum Chriſte, Philip. 1. 23. In Paradiſo, Luke 
' 23+ 43+ In pace, Sapien. 3. 3. Ty requie, Heb. 4. 3. 
In conſolatione, Luke 16. 25. In refrigerio,Sap.4.7. 
In ſecuritate,Job 11.15. In manu Dei, ut minime at- 
tingit enum cruciatus, Sapien. 3.1. In glorificatione, þ 
Wiſd. 5.1. Thus Engliſhed : x 
Let it be enough for us to know, That preſent- | 
ly upon the departure of it out of the body, the |: 
ſpirit returns to God that gave it; that it 18 with | 
Chriſt ; that it is in Paradile ; that it is 1n Peace, | 
in reft, in comfort, in a place of refreſhment, in þ 
ſecurity, in the hand of God, ſo that no evil ſhall 
touch it ; that it is in glory, all glorious expreſl- © © 
Ons, 


the Saints which they pals into, preſently.upon 
the ſeparation of them from the bodies. But 
then, mark what follows, he comes in upon all 
this with an adverſitive tamen, notwithſtanding, 
which in anſwer to the Queſtion. here propped, 


ons, ſetting; forth the. ha Py rare of the ſouls of 


eth : 


Quia tamen reſurre&ionem corporum expeFant, 0» 
fruitionem pleniſſimmam onnium bonorum quz Deus 


promiſet diligentibus ipſum, non in perſea, @- 


jam conſummeta, ſed inchoata , beatitudine werſari 


dici poſſunt. Engliſhed thus :. _. | 


Yet notwithſtanding, Becauſe they expect the 
Reſurre&ion of their bodies, and the moſt full 


fruition of all thoſe good things, which God hath Gor 2-1 


promiſed to them that love him, they may be ſaid 
to be not in the full fruition of their perfe& and 
conſummate happinefs, but in the beginning of 
it, or their happineſs inchoated, and begun. 
Thus Bucanus Com. Loc. 39. pag. 447- 

And for proof of this, he alleageth the ſame 
Text of Scripture'that I have done, Kew, 6.9,10, 
11. Vſque quo Domine ® How long Lord ? how long ? 


Aquinas brings in another Scripture for proof 
of this truth, 2 Tim, 4. 8. From henceforth 3s layd 


Q 2 up 


hath the force of a negative, for thus it follow. -4»)\»{ \ 
X42 2 
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ap for we # Crown of ty Veda Bb" the Lovd 
the righteeus Tudge ſpall give nito me at that day. Ar 
what day FAQ the day of his glorious appearing, 
as it folle ws 1n the ſame Text, When Chrift ſpall 
«ppc 7 is flming fire to render vengeance. 2 Thef. 
1 Ts 7. When the Sonne of Man ſhall come'in the Clouds, 
4.30. with power and great glory, and all his boly Angels 
with bim : That's the day of his appearing z At 
that day fhall St. Pax! receive his Crow, not be- 
fore ; till then, itis kayd'up for him. At that day 
hall thoſe ſouls under the Altar, before mentio- 
ned, receive their Crowns of Martyrdome alſo : 
For the preſent, there were \'white Robes given to 
every one of them ; but not the Crowns, 2ill that 
day: The fame alſo doth he affirme of the ſtate 
of the ſouls of wicked men ſeparated from their 
bodies : Sic puniri, ut etiem reſerventur in diem ju- 
 dicii lenge alirs aſperioribus pens zternys, widelicer, 
in corpore, © anima cruciandi : That they are ſo 
puniſtied here, during the time of their ſepara- 
tion, that they are alſoreferved unto the Judge- 
ment of the great day, then to be tormented in 
Frith farr mere ſharp and gricyous 


.-- 
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bady and foul 

"But if yow would ſe more of Antiquity in 
qheſs matrers, and will be ar the pains of it, doe 
v ' _ but 


" Elijah ; 2une Dimirese? Ir7 
but.confallt 4:hanaſivs, in an Epiſtle of his, cited 

by Epiphanimr, Hzrel. 77. And in his Book, De 
Incarnatione Verbi. St. Cyril, De re&la fide ad Theo- 
 doſium., Oecumenizs,and divers others, who in ; cir 

| Expoſitions of that Text in St.Perer, 1 Pet. 2: 19. 

| Wha" was put to death as concerning the F lh, but 

quickyed by the Spirit. By which Spirit, be went and 

Preach't to the ſpirits which are in Priſon : Prove _ 

firſt, Chriſts deſcent into Hell : And upon the words w.acd 

following, That he Preach't nntothe ſpirits, or ſouls 

| detained in that Priſon : As St. Jude ſaith of the 4-6: 
evill Angels, That they are in priſon, and bonnd in 
chains of darkpifo, reſerved unto the Fudgement of 

| the great day: The cvill Angels, and the fouls of 

| wicked Shock | in the ſame condition, both 

' ſecur'd in Priſon, both in chains, both reſerv'd 

| unto the Judgement of the great day : And it 

| will follow by the rule of oppoſits, That if the 

ſouls of the Saints and Martyrs be not yet in the 

7 fruition of their perfe& and confummare happi- . 

{ neſs : Then neither are the ſouls of wicked men 

/ in that exquiſite torment, which they are con- 

| demned unto, and into which they ſhall be caſt 

| at the Judgement of the great day : But that 

there 1s an in termediate eſtate,  o__ that very 


wacill 


112 Elijah's nune Dimittes) 
untill that day : And, I think, this 1s ſufficiently 
proved in both the branches of it by Scriptures, 
ſtrong and cleer for it, and by the judgements of 
holy and learned men commenting upon them z 
and ſo is a ſufficient anſwer to the firſt Part of the 
exception,and enough to free me from Preaching 
New DoGrine, and to declare that I am not alone 
in this Opinion ; Of the intermediate eſtate of 
14.6 ſouls ſeparated from the body, both of the juſt, F 
and the unjuſt, nor walk in an untroden path, F 
'9-- where no foot is gone before me. 
The fecond Part of the exception lyes in this, 
That it 5s uſeleſs : That admitting theſe renents be 
true, yet they are uſeleſs : It demands therefore, Þþ 
Whereto they are uſeſull 2 To which I Anſwer. | 
So]. The knowledge of them is uſefull toma- | 
ny ſpeciall purpoſes ; Particularly to theſe: | 
E Firſt, It is very fatisfaQory ro the mind of 
X A every man (I chink) that hath a ſoul, to know 
=> the ſtate of it, both preſent and future ; yea, to 
, know as much of it, as is knowable : Knowledge | 
is pretious, and a great delighe unto the ſoul; | 
When wiſedom entreth into thy beart, and knowledge | 
delighteth thy ſoul, laith Solomon, Prov. 2.10. So Þþ 
knowlege is a delight unto the foul, and the Þ 
more high, and excellent the Obje& is, about þ 


which 
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which it. 18 converſant, the more excellent and 
pretious its the knowledge. But what more high 


' and pretious Obje& can there be, next unto God, 


and the Angels,then the {pirits and ſouls of men? 
What: more worthy to take up our moſt ſerious 
thoughts, and diligent ſtudies, then the diſqui- 
ſition of thole high things that doe concern 
them ? What more ſatisfactory, then the attain« 
ing of them in all thoſe things that are know- 
able. 

Secondly, *Tis uſefull for preſerving of men 
againſt Atheiſme, that brutiſh ſinne, which doth 
ſo ſpread it (elf in the werld,and invaded ſo great 
a part of the Souns of men; for though they doe 
not ſpeak out plainly with their Tongues, yer 
how many of them {ay in their hearts and lives, 
There 34 no God, nor Dewil, nor Heaven, nor Hell, 
nor Angels, nor Spirits, nor ſouls of men? and all 
through their ignorance of this Point, That they 
cannot ſatisfie themſelves, what becoms of the.; 
ſouls of men ſeparated from their bodies, through 
ſo long a trak of time, as two, three, four, or 
five thouſand years intermediate, between the 
time of their diſſolution by Death, and their re- 
union again at the Reſurredion. 

Thirdly, *Tis uſefull ro confirm men in the 


aſſurance 
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aflurance of the Immortality of the ſoul, white 
it informs them what becoms of it, where it is, 
and what 1t does, or ſuffers, where is the place of f 
It, whac the ſtate of 1t, what the imploymenes, Q 
what the enjoyments : Concerning all which, b 
being before ignorant,and in the dark, they could 


not tel] what to think of the ſouls of men, more 11 
then of bruits, of which Solomon takes notice, 
Eecleſ. 3.20, 21. ſpeaking in their Languape; Who | © 
knoweth heebes the ſpirit of man aſcend upward © | TC 
and the ſpirit of a beaſt deſcend downward ? All goe 
to one place,@c. and therefore rann away in'theis 
own fancies, and vain imaginations, into divers 
Errors, concerning the ſouls of men dying : Some þ ©! 
imagining they were annihilated, and altogether Þ f! 
extinguiſhed : Some, that they were laydaſleep, | *4 
as the bodies were, till the Reſurre&ion : Some, | bi 
that they were tran{migrated out of one body Þ fe 
into another: Some one thing, ſome another; in Þ 8! 
the midſt of theſe doubtfull varieties, they began F de 
to queſtion, whether there were any difference | Hi 
between the ſouls of men, and of bruits, as Solo- | * 
ion here intimates; and for want of ſome more Þþ 
diſtinct knowledge in this matter, lived at a ven- þ th 
ture, Apainſt all theſe errors and evills, the | Re 
truths here delivered are aſure and ſoverainge re- | thi 
| medy ; þ 


Elijah's »8ne- Dimintes Tar 
medy ; the vain imaginations in which men rann 
away in the variety of their own fancies,concern= 
ing the extin&ion,annihilation,fleeping, tranſ{mi- 
gration, &c. of the ſouls of men dying, all dye 
before theſe truths here delivered, and vaniſh 
away, and mens minds are fetled and confirmed 
in the aſſurance of the immortality of the ſouls, 
while they doe diſtinaly inform them, what be- 
comy of them, into what receptacles they are 
received upon their ſeparation, and in what ſeve- 
rall ſtates they paſs their immortality. 

Fourthly, It is uſefull for admoniſhing' of all 
men while they are in the body, to take care of 
their ſouls, and to provide for their future condi- 
tion, to preſerve them pure, that:upon their ſepa- 
ration, they may be taken up into thoſe pure ha- 


bitations, into which no unclean thing may en-'ſ2 91.21-Y. '- 
ter, not to defile, or clogg them with ſinne and 246 (NF 


guilt, whereby they may be preſt down, and hin» 
dered in their flight and paſlage into the higher 
Heavens, the glorious receptacles appointed for 
them. 

 _ Fifthly, It is uſefull for the overthrowing of 
| that Limbus Patrum, Limbus Infantum, and other 
| Rooms and {pacious Places in the Fabrick of 
the Popiſh Purgatory, which they have erected 


& 

by 

{ 

[ 
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in their own 1maginations for receptacles, wherei 
in they would lodge the ſouls 'of men, when they 
-are ſeparated from their bodies, there to remain 
:For a long tra& of time in priſon, and in pain, till 
they be ſufficiently purged and puniſhed, except 
'there be ſome extraordinary means uſed for the 
.relicfe, or releaſe of chem, or for the mitigating 
of their pain, cither firſt, by a multitude of Mal- 
| ſes dayly ſaid and ſung for them. Or ſecondly,By | 
the ſuffrages of the living, praying for the dead ; 
from whence all theſeEpitaphs upon their Graves 
'and Tombes, Orate pro anima, Pray for the ſoul of 
ſuch a one. Or thirdly, By ſome munificence, or 
eminent works of Charity done upon their ac- þ 
count. Or fourthly, By applying unto them ſome F 
of the works of ſupererogation, taken;out of the | 
Treaſury of the Church, and by the Popes ſpecial Þ 
favour confer'd upon them, &c. Theſe imagina- | P 
ons (before the truth in this Diſcourſe declared) þ 
fall to the ground, while it teacheth, That theref 
is no ſuch Linbrus Patrum as they pretend to, nor. 
nced there any ; but chat their ſeuls preſently] 
upon the ſeparation of them, paſs into the Etheej 
riall Heavens, where they arc in reſt, and peace, þ ſo 
I bliſs, happineſs, and glory, that the blood of þ tl. 
Gal.4,4, Ehriſt ſped in due time, that was, in the fulneſs of þ tt 
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time, was as eftcQuall tothe le, waſhing, 
ſaving, and ſanQifying of the ſouls of the Fa 
thers that. lived in the firft generation of the 
world, before his coming in the flefh,as it 1s now, 
for the purging, waſhing, ſaving and ſandifying 
ef the ſouls of belecyers ſince his coming, and 
| will be to the end of the world, that as to the 
; vertue of his Death, Paſſion, ReſurreQion, and 
| Aſcenſion, He was a Lombe ſlain ſrom the beginning Ru: 7, 
of the world, and whoſe going out have been from the | 
beginning, and from everlaſting, as the Prophet Nec-$2- [4 
Micha tells us : And as the Apoſtle declares him, 
Teſus Chriſt yeſterday, and to = aud ube fame frnge 
ever. 

Laſtly, It is uſefull for the anſwering of char 
great wn king with which we are ſo trequently, 
and ſo importunately urged by inquiſitive peo- 
ple, to ſhew them, where Local Hell z : They can» 
: not ſatisfie themſelves where Local Hell is ; and 
' therefore they are apt to belceye, there 18 none at 
' all : This Diſcourſe f(atisfies them where it is ; for. 
the preſent, It is where the evill Angels are confin'd, tu. 6. 
and ſecur'd in chains of darkneſi, It is where the © 
| ſouls of wicked men are impriſoned ; both reſerved to 
' the Judgement of the great day : And where that is, 
this Diſcourſe tells ; and not this.Diicourle, or 

R 2 Treatile, 
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Treatiſe, but the Apoſtle St. Judewver,6.'St, Paxl 
Epheſ. 6. 12. Epheſ/5.2; St. Peter, u Pet. Z-19. 
Thoſe places where thoſe evill Angels, and where 
the ſouls and ſpirits of wicked men are impriſo- 
ned, and' ſecured untill that day; are rhe Local 
Hel for'the-pteſent. If you ask further, Where 
E'otal Hell ſball' be, after that great day *'1 Anſwer, 
What-need you look any further for it, then'the 


*--., "yaſt-ſpace conteining this wretched and wicked 
+. - Inferiour \World wherein” we now' dwell; You 
= know what St. Peter hath Propheſied concerning 


ic, with all the Elements in it, all the Creatures, 


- and works upon» it; all} the: viſible! Heavens over. 
' it, that they ſhall be conſumed by fire, 2 Peter 


-” 


3: 10, The Heavens ſhall paſs away with a noyſe, 
ond the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, and 
the Earth,-with the works therein ſhall be conſumed 
by fire. Now, when theſe” things ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed, conſumed, annihilated, what need we look 
any-further- for a Local Hell then this vaſt ſpace 
which theſe mighty bodies/ took-up, when they 


- were in being ? When there ſhall be no Sunne to 
"rule the day, ner Moon, nor Starrs to govern the 


might, nor to divide the times ; there ſhall be no 
diftinftionberween day and night; but all ſhall 
be'night wkhout day, when the Sunne (hall be 

| AG 
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no more, the Earth ſhall be no more, all theſe vi- 


| (ble Heavens within the reach of the conflagra- 


tion ſhall be no more, there's ſpace enough for. 


| the Local: Hell ſo much enquired after. I have 
| deſcribed to you before the preſent Hell, the Pri- 
' ſons in Wwhica the evill Angels, and ſouls of 
| wicked men with them are ſecur'd unto that day, 
and ſoare already in the beginnings of that Hell, 
' and torment into which then they ſhall be 


plung'd, and (ſent, with an 1te maledi&i : But that's 
the day,of which St. 7ude ſpeaks, Unto which they 
were: reſerved, when the "5 ſhall be execu- 


' ted on them to the full, and they ſhall be caſt in- 
_ tothe extremity of torment in the Lake of ever- 


laſting burnings; and thats the Hell, the gene- 


ral Hell, the Local. Hell, ſo: much enquired hey, 


; 
- 


| we need. not goe farr to ſeek it. 


There are two plauſible ObzeGions aniakt 
this Opinion, which yh tothwart this, That this 


; inferiour world wherein we now dwell, 34 to be the 

place of General, and Local Hell, her the _ 

tion of it by Fire wo 
x. 'The firſt 1s this, That th# world ſpall not WA 

then conſumed, but onely purged, and refined by that 

Fire, the fubſtance of it ftill remaining. 


2. The 


« © ai 
no mote, the Sea ſhall be no more, time ſhall-be 
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2. The ſecond this, That though it ſhould be ſs ; 
yet there ſhall be another world newly created in the 
roome of it, out of St. Peter, > Pet. 2s. Newer- 
theleſs, we look for new Heavens, and a new Earth, 
according to hls promiſe, wherein- dwelleth righte- 
onſneſs. b- 
To the firſt, I would deſire you to conſult Cox- 
radus Vorſtins upon this Text of St. Peter, who 
urgeth twelve other preffing Texts of Scripture 
for the utter aboliſhing of this lower world by 
the conflagration at the laſt day : which arc ſe- 
conded by the conſent of many Fathers alſo, Ce- 
minuentur in nibilum, (faith St. Jerome) they 
ſhall be battered into nothing. Anmhilebantar, 
(faith St. Hilary) they ſhall be annihilated: I 
nibilum redigentur, ({ay the recognitions of Cle- 
mens.) But to goe no farther then St. Peters own 
words in the Text and context, they bear it cleer 
enough for the Abolition, not the purgation of 
this world by the conflagration : For doth he not 
ſay puncually, ver. 7. That the Heavens and Earth 
which are now, are kept in ſtore, and reſery/d unto 
fire againſt the day of Tudgement © And doth he not 
ſay plainly, wer. 10. That acoordingly, the Earth, 
with the works therein, ſhall be burnt up ®' not bare- 
ly burnt, but barnt up. Doth he not come to par- 
5 ticulars, 
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ticulars, and ſhew, Thoſe great bodies ſhall be der 
ſtroyed, the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
noy(e, andthe Elements ſhall melt with ferwent beat, 
the Earth Uurnt up ? And wer. 12. That all theſe 7 
things ſhall be diſſolved : But diflolution doth not 

mend a Fabrick, as Serrarizs well urgeth againſt 
Suarez, in this caſe. And wer. 13. That we are t9 
look, for New : Put all thele expreſſions together, 


They are reſerved, and kept for Fire : They ſhall 


be burnt up : They ſhall paſs away with a great noyſe: 
Melt with ferwent beat : Be diſſolved ; and all 


this while, and amongſt them all, not one word 
of Purgation,Purifying, or Refaning, or Reſerving 
the ſubſtance of it : It is clear, Sr. Peter himſelf 
ſpeaks not of a Refining, in reſpe& of the quali- 
ties; but an utter abolicion of the ſubftance it 
ſelf of this old world : As the Pageant being fini- 
ſhed, the Stage is taken away : So all the Trage- 
dies which are AGed upon the Stage of this 
world, being ended, the Stage ſhall be pulled 
down, broken.in pieces, burnt with fire, as an 
Engine or Fabrick of which there is no more uſe, 
it ſhall be no more. 

But what ſhall we ſay to the other Objection, 
rayſed out of the words of St. Peter, wer. 13. But 


we lack for New Heavens, and a new Earth, ac- 
cording 
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Fiiihs nome Dante. 
| whe to his promiſe, wherein dwelleth righteouf. 
neſs. | 
Which words ſeem to import, That though 
this preſent old World ſhall then be diſſolved, 
conſumed, burnt up ; yet (if there do not ſpring 
_ uvp(asa Phoenix) out of the Aſhes of it another 
World, yet) God will Create another new world 
in the room of it, and then we are 'but where we 
were, in re{pe& of the ſpace, and place, and room 
we ſhould have for Local Hell, theſe New Heavens 
and Earth will take it up. 1 
To this I Anſwer, That indeed, we doe look 
for new Heavens, and anew Earth, according to his 
promiſe, aud according to St, Peters words, and 
ſhall enjoy them too, and dwell in them. But 
what are thoſe Heavens? but thoſe higheſt Hea- 
vens, the Czleſtial Paradiſe, the glorious habi- 
tations of the Saints, and of Gods Ele&, which 
he hath prepared for them from the beginning of 
the world, and into which he will receive them 
at that day, when he ſhall ſay unto them, FVenize 
Nl 1.28 benedi&i : Come ye bleſſed, enter into the Kingdom 
3h "prepared for you from the beginning of the World: 
* and thefe are called New; not in reſpe& of their 
new making, but in reſpect of our new taking 
poſſeſſion of them (by a moſt happy change) for 
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our new habitations : So that, New Heavens, and” 
New Earth, in this place fignifieth no more, buta 


New Habitation, farr more glorious then this that 


we now have in this lower world ; that as now, 
the Earth under us, and the Heavens over us, are 
the place of our Habitation ; ſo, after theſe ſhall 
be deſtroyed, that we may not fear we ſhall want 
a Habitation, he tells us, We ſhall haveanother, 
and a better Habitacios: farr more excellent and 
glorious then this is, which in alluſion to theſe, 
he calls, New Heawens, and New Earth ; to make 
us know, we ſhall be no lolers by the change : 
And for this Expoſition, I might quote you Au- 
thors enough, Ireneus, Hilary, Hypolitus,and others: 
But. I will cite you a whole Library of Fathers 
and Schoolmen, and all in one, —_— was himſelf 
a living Library, I mean, the late Learned and 
Reverend Lord Biſhop of Worcefter Dr. Prideanx, 
Regins Profeſſor in the Univerſity of Oxford, and 
KeSGionfpt Exeter Colledge, in which [ lived under 
his Government ſome years : He Preach't at the 
Court upon this very Text, 1 Peter 3. 13. his 
Sermon 1s in Print, and Incituled, The Chriſti-. 
ans expeGation ; where all along he proves, The 
New Heawens, here mentioned, to be no other, 
but the bigheft Heavens, appointed for the Ha- 

S bitations, 
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bitations of the Saints 'in glory. 

But what need we trouble our ſelves to ſearch 
the Libraries of the Fathers and Schoolmen, to 
ask their Judgement and Conſent in this matter? 
St. Peter himſelf has cleered the Point in queſti- 
on to our hands, That the Heawens in the Text, Þ 
though. here called New, can be no other, but þ 

; thoſe glorious Heavens above, now in being : For 
thus he further commendeth them to us, That 
#hey are Heavens, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs 
ke Loh not ſay, wherein ſhall dwell righteouſneſs, Þ 
in the future ;z but, wherein now dwelleth right: 
. ouſzeſi, in the preſent Tenſe. We cannot ſay ff 
Heavens hereafter to be Created, That righreos. | 
neſs now dwelleth in them, before they are in be-P} 
ng : But the Apoſtle ſaith expreſsly of the He | 
vens which we look for, That righteonſweſo now | 
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dwelleth in them; therefore they are now in being, 
long ſince Created from the beginning. Tha 
which is in expeCGation, and the neriſicſs herf. 
mentioned, 1s not to be underſtood in reſpe& «|: 
the making of them, or the future being «| 
them, as if they were not yet in being z but i 
reſpect of our entrance into them, our taking 
Poſſeſſion of them, and Habitation in them, i 


they ſhall be New to us. I know there are 1 
the 


; 
& 
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the other Opinion, not a ew. for the New Creath. 


on of a New World, New Heavens. and a New « oyo- 6% 


Earth in the room of this preſent World, when 
it ſhall be aboliſht and diſſolved. But ſce how 
weakly they profecure that fancy, when they 
would confirme themſelves, and others in it : 
They tell us of what excellent uſe it ſhall be : 
As firſt, For a Monument of what hath been, 
Secondly, For a receptacle of ſuch as had des» 
ſerved neither Heaven nor Hell, ſuch as they 

thought were not capable of the one, and they 
thought it pitty they ſhould be condemned to 
the other ; (ſuch as aint, dying without Bap- 
tilme, Idiots, and ignorant people, that wanted 
capacity to underſtand the truth ; honeſt moral 
men, which never had the way of Goſpel-ſalya- 
tion made known unto them, ſuch as Plato, Ari- 
ſtotle, Platarch, Cato, &c. Thirdly, Thatit mighe 
be an out-let, or as it were, a Country Houſe 
for the Saints and Angels to-come down into, 
where to ſolace themſelves for their recreation, 
and the like ; all but Rabbinical fancies, and 
Teſuitical ſurmiſes, without any Dround any 
where, but in their own imaginations : As if 
the Laxd had not room cnough wherein to 


diſpoſe of his-Saints and Angels, and all his re- 
S 2 ipecively, 
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| ſpeQively, except he ſhould make another New 
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World to entertain them in. Whereas our Savi- 
our tells us, Their receptacles were prepared for 
them from the beginning of the World, Mat. 25. 


bn.s Known to the Lord are all bis works from the be- 


ginning : and he will not have ſo many ſupernu« 
meraries in the end of the World, as that the 
Fabrick made in the beginning for the reception 
af them, ſhould not ſerve the turn. But to ſatiſ- 
fie the doubtfull in this ſcruple, let it be well 
minded what St. Peter ſaith further here in this 
Text, We look for new Heavens, not for a new 


Heaven, in the ſingular, but for new Heavens, in 


the Plural number : By whieh it appears, there 
are more Heavens then one in the World above 
for the Lord to diſpoſe of his Saints and Angels 


in; a Juſtification to what I have ſaid in the for- | 


mer Part of this Treatiſe, wherein I affirmed, 
That there are more Heavens then ons abowe the 
Starry Firmament.' I named two between it, and 
the Empyrean, or fiery Heaven, where the Throne 
of God is ; And who knows how many more 


there may be? Let no man obje& againſt this, 
what St. Paul {ayes of his Rapture inte the third | 
Hezven, and therefore there are no more, that |? 
doth not follow ; a man 1s taken up into a third | ? 
place; | 
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place ; therefore there is not a fourth, nor a fifth : 
It would follow rather the contrary, that there 
were : For, Non dicitur primws, viſt in ordine ad ſe- 
eundum : A firſt is not laid to be fo, but in order 
toa ſecond, and ſo forward ; In rumeris ordinali- 
bxs, in numbers of order,till you come to the laſt. 
I ſay farther, that in ſuch accounts, areſpe& is to 
be had where you begin to number, according to 
which, the ſame place may fall in account to be 
firft, or ſecond, or third, or fourth. Thirdly, The 
Heavens are ſaid to be more, or lels, as they are 
diſtinguiſhed and divided. So Ariſtorle numbers 
but cight, Prolomy nine, Purbacchius ten, Maginys 
eleven 3 and this diſtintion they make from the 
diſtin& motions they have obſerved in the wan» 
dring and fixed Starrs. Our Chriſtian Divines 
generally number but three, and that from Saint 
Paul's rapture,mentioned before : Yet a Reverend 
and Learned Biſhop of ours, I mean, Biſhop Bilſon, 
in his Survey of Chriſts ſufferings, numbers four, 
and that fourth to be thar which is called, The 
Heawen of Heavens : For, That Chrift 3s ſaid to 
bawe aſcended farr above all Heavens, Ephel. 4. 
I 0. | 

Thus you ſee, here are great varietics of Opi- 
nions touching the number of the Heavens, and 


the 
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_ the Czleſtial Orbs : And yet inthe midft of all 
this variety, the difference is not ſo preat, bue 
It may be fairly reconciled, ſo as there ſhall be 
found no contradiction at all betwixt them : as 
thus, Be they as many as they will, they may all 
conveniently be divided, or ſorted into theſe 
three Heavens, or compages of Heavens (if you 
will ; The Aerial, the Syderial, and the Ethe- 
rial Heavens: Under the firſt of theſe, is com- 
prehended all that ſpace, which from the Earth 
upwards, reacheth unto the Moon, the loweſt 
of the Luminaries of Heaven, Foules flying in 
it, are called, Foules of Heaven, Mat. 6. 26. Un- 
der the ſecond, is comprehended all thofe Orbes 
and Spheares wherein the Starrs are placed, whe- 
ther the fixed, or the wandering Starrs : The 
Starrs are called, Starrs of Heaven. ' And under 
the Third, is comprehended all that infinite 
ſpace, which is above the Starry Firmament, and 
the Sydercal Heavens, be it never ſo-preat, or 
the Heavens in it never ſo many : And fo in this 
three-fold diviſion of the Heavens, into Aerial, 
Syderial, and Etherial, we ſhall eaſily reconcile 
Aſtronomy, and Divinity together, the Mathe- 
mafical! Account, -with the Theological. In it 
_ St. Paul may find his third Heaven Biſhop Bzl- 
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fon his fourth ; Ari 


ſtotle may find his eight 5 
Prolomy his nines ; Parbacchizvs his tenn 5 and 
Maginwe his eleven ; and neither of them wrong 
other in the reckoning, ſo they ſeek them while 
they are there in being ; but that muſt be be- 
fore the conflagration here in this Text Prophe- 
fied of by St. Peter. For in the great burning 
here ſpoken of, the two former, the Aerial, and 
the Syderial Heavens, with the whole compages 
of them, will be deftroyed, burnt up, diflolyed, 0 
they all fall under the fury of the Conflagration. 3 
St. Peter hath expreſt the manner of it in Tra- = 
gical expreſſions, filling the heart with terror 
and aſtoniſhment to think on : The burning of 
a Houſe, a Towne, a City, is a lamentable ſight. 
At the burning of Jeruſalem, and the Temple, 
Titus himſelf, (which was the executioner of r Y 
it) lamented greatly, and was ſore grieved, and F + 
troubled at ſo lamentable a ſpectacle. But what "tr 
was that, in compariſon to this, not ſo much 

as the burning of a Cottage in compariſon of x 
it ſelf ? The burning of Sodam and Gomorrah, om: }' 
Admab and Zeboim, four Cities in the Plaine, NR * 
with fire and brimſtone from Heaven, was af. 
Type of this burning, but flenderly repreſent= 2225 | 
ing it, as ſo many bonfices to a mighty burning. 
The 
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The Prophet Iſaiah, fore- telling the horrible de- 
ſtrucion of the King of Aſſyria, ſhadows it forth 
under the Type and Title of Tophet, or Hell, Iſay 
39. 33-in terrible tearms, as before remembred, 
For Tophet 4 prepared of old : yea, even for the 
King it 14 prepared,(meaning the King of Aſſyris, 
which in his cloſe fiege againſt Feruſalem, lay 
there with his Army, and went off with the loſs 
of one: hundred fourſcore and five thouſand 
men) he bath made it deep and large : the pile 
thereof 3s fire, and much wood : the breath of the 
Lord, as a ſtreame of brimftone, doth kindle it. This 
Tophet was a Valley on the South ſide of Fern- 
falem, CFoſh. 18. 16.) in which the Idolatrous 
Fews did burn their Children in the fire, 70 offer 
them up in ſacrifice unto Moloch, contrary to the 
expteſs command of God, Lewit. 20.%. It was 
| called Tophet from Toph, which in the Hebrew 
ſignifieth a Drumme ; from whence Tophet the 
diminutive of it, fignifying, « little Drumme, or 
'  Tabret ; becauſe, while theſe ' Children were 
burning, the Idolatrous Prieſts beate upon theſe 
Drumms, and played on theſe Tabrets, partly 
for the ſolemnity of the ſervice, and partly to 
drown the erying, and ſhreeking of the poor In- 


nocents'in the flames: It was the Land of one 
Hin- 
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Hihnom, thereforeicaied, The Veley of Hinrniom : 
And'in the New Teſtament, Gehenna, and taken 
for Hell, Matth.5-4+: Matth, 8-9: Joſiah had 
| ſuch indignation againſt this Idolatrous place, 
that in his great Reformation, 2 Kings 23. 10. 
He defiled ir, he made it the veryſink, and dung- 
hill of the City, a place for the execution of 
+ Malefactors, and where thoſe which were denyed 
burial, were caſt out, and lay unburied, a place 
where to carry and caſt all the noyſome Carrion 
of the City, where the Foules of the Ayre, and 
the beaſts might prey upon them ; yet, for tear 
\ they ſhould corrupt the Ayre, and cauſc infe@'. 
| ousdiſcaſcs ; there were continual fires kept al. 
{ wayes burning, to conſume the bones, and putri.. 
| fied Carkaſſes, whether of men or beaſts, which 
| were caſt out there : And for the loathlomneſs 
+ of the plice, and the continual burnings in ir, © q 
It was called, Gehenna, Hell, and Hell fire : Unto 2 
Which, it 1s probable our Saviour alludes, when Tx 
_ deſeribing Hel, he ſaith, The Worme never dyes, Mane 
nor the Fire never goeth out : The Worme that is 42. 4: - i 
bred out of thoſe putrefaRions, which farther + 
gnawing, cauſeth farther putrefaGion, never cea- 
ſeth to adminiſter matter of burning to the 


fire, nor the fire ever goeth out, or ccaſeth to 
ads T INS 
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© feedrit Tel :vpþob itt: Yet, a6: there are, divers 
degrees: of heate in the fire, and the fiery fur- 
| nace into which the. three Children were 0 
Dong. was heat iſeves times:hotter, then,at other times : 
So it isclcer by the: Scriptures; That the torments | 
of the danmed, are not all equal. 

| uk >  We'reade of the ſervant, That hnew bis Mas 

77 46 ſters -will;and. did-it: not- + Ang of another, That 
a knew it not, and: did it not, The former was to 
be beaten with many ſtripes : The latter was tobe 
beaten: too, but with fewer. ſtripes. The Stoicke | 
-were-farr -out- in their -Moralls, , When they 
taught ; Peccato eſſe zqualia, That all ſinns were 
equall. @ur Saviour his expoſition of the ſixth 
Commandement, hath; taught us otherwiſe, 
Metth.,5. 22, when he ſaith, Thet whoſoever i | 
angry with his brother unedvifedly, ſhall be in 
danger of the judgement : and whoſoever ſaith 
wnto bis .brether, Racha, ſhall be worthy to be pu- 
- ed by the Councel : but wheſoever fpall ſay |; 
k x hss "hs Theu fool, ſhall be in danger of |. 

' - Hell fare. Where under the forme of thele |. 
three; Courts among the Jews : Firſt, The | 
.Court.of Fhree, or the Trinmwiri, here called, : 
Fhe 7 


udg ment, which had the hearing and pu- | 
viſhing of ſmaller matters. Secondly, The |: 
Court |: 


Court of three ad ewenty, here called, The 
' Conneel, which had the' hearing and. puniſhing 
of crimes of a higher nature. - And thirdly, 
Of the higheſt Court of all, confiting of three- 
ſcore and eleven, which they called: their Sare- 6-4 
drim, which Judged the higheſt matters, and i 
puniſhed by death it felf, whether by hanging, [ 
beheading, ſtoning, or burning in Gehenna, be- £0 
fore mentioned ; he clearly ſheweth, that there | 
are great differences of ſin, and- ſinners ; and ſo | 
rhere ſhall be alſo of puniſhn{@ats proportiona- 
bly, under which the dainibed ſhall be held, and 
tormented in Hell for evermore. ' Unto which, li 1 
the enlargement of Topher, by the deſtrugion = 
ef this world, in the great Conflagration, ſhall | 
be much conducing, i in giving convenient roome '$ -£ 
! for it. And as the puniſhment, and torment of y 
' _thedamned in Hcl! ſhall be of divers, and dif- 
ferent meaſures, and degrees; Potentes petenter 
erverabuntur : Mighty men, ſhall be mightily «5; | 
tormented ; ſo, that the joy and glory of the ”: 
Czleſtial lohabitants, ſhall be as different, in , 
meaſure and degree, is clearly revealed in Scri- 
pture : They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the bright- ; 
neſs of the Firmament, and they that turn many 23 


to 0 gray, ſhall ſhine as T Starrs for ever 
zL 2 and 


j | ' 


end ever, Daniel 12,3. Which Saint Payl in 
x | Cor. [15 further confirms, and more clearly 
explicates this, There 5s one glory of the Howe, 
another of the Moon, arid another glory of the Starrs: 
for one. Starr differeth. from, anather Starr in glory, 
wer. 414. And then, to; prevent all miſtakes, 
and diſputes about it, he applyes it to this very 
purpoſe, werſe 42. Even ſo 3s the ReſurreGion 
from the dead. And to this doth this Text of 
Saint Peter well agree, where it ſayes, We look 
for new HeavenS in the Plural ans, (who 
knows how many) Ethereal Heavens, but he 
that -made. them ? but Heavens they arc, 
therefore ' more then one, and this neceſſary 
for .two Reafons. 

Firſt, For the vaſt ſpaces that are required to 
diſpoſe of the Caleſtial Inhabitants in, ſpaces 
which no man can meaſure for multitudes, which 
no man can number. 

Secondly, For the orderly difpofing of them 
in thoſe Heavens according to the dignity, and 
glory ; the purity and holineſs of thoſe that 
ſhall be placed in them. For as one Starr ; fo, 
ene Heawen, differeth from another in glory, In 
,, y Fathers Houſe are many Manſrons : thoſe 
* Manſions not of equal beauty and magnifi- 


cence 3 
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cence 3 variety of Manſions, for variety of In- +4 
habitants : To ſome are reſerved Crowns, to | 
other Laurels : Some are clothed in White, the CORTE d 
immediate pediſſequz of the Lambe, which fol- ; 
lows him whereſocever he gocth : Others attend 
- at a farther diſtance. In the ſecond and third«GÞ- 
Chapters of the Revelation, there are ſeven ſc- 7 
veral rewards aſſigned, to them that owercome. (2, 2, ; 
' In the nineteenth of Saint Luke, we ſee, upon 4-17: 19. 
| the Account given by the ſervants of the im- 
' provement of the Talents committed to their 
| truſt, One 3s made Ruler over ten Cities : Another 
' over five: every one hath his reward (accord« | 
| ing to his care and faithfulneſs) proportioned Þ 
! unto him. But what need we mulciply words, 4 
' in a caſe ſo cleer : Conſider but the preſent hk 
! Kate of the Czleſtial Inhabitants, the holy An- 
' gels, now 1n glory ; and from thence, you will '? 
: eaſily colle&, what the ftate of the Saints ſhall | l 
fi 
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be after the Reſurre&ion : You will finde them 
: diſtributed into ſeveral Claſſes, or Orders of 
Angels, in dignity and glory, one above ano» 
3 ther : For we reade of Angels, and Arch-An- Subs.9 $ 
2 gels, of Cherubims, and Seraphims, of Thrones, F 
* Dominions, Principalities, Powers, &c. all which 
|3are ſo many Orders, and ſfeverall Degrees of 
| Angels 
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Angels excelling one another 'in dignity and 


_ glory. And if there be ſuch gradual diſtin&i- 
* ens now, of - the Angels divided, and diſtribu- 


ted into ſo many Orders, one above another in 
the Czleſtial Hierarchy 3 certainly much more 


muſt it needs be ſo, afrer the ReſurreRion, 


3 \.. when the number of the Czleſtial Inhabitants 


ſhall be ſo infinitely augmented by the acceſs 
of all the Saints, and cle& people of God, 
which have been from the beginning of the 
World, and ſhall be to the laſt man that ſhall 
ſtand upon the Earth at that day. And-it were 
ſtrange, That all' theſe ſhould be limited to orfe 
Heaven to' be diſpoſed in, which 1s all that ſoine 
of you ſeem to allow ; but that Saint Peter 
hath better inform'd us in the Text, when he 


fayes, We look for new Heavens, Heavens in the | 


Plural, Heavens enough for the Creator to 
diſpoſe of all his people in, and to fort them 


fo, as that they (hall all be in thoſe Heavens, | 
which are moſt convenient for them, and ſuit-| 


able to them, and for them to be Inhabitants 
in, and all theſe new too ; not becauſe then 


newly Created, but becauſe we ſhall then new- |$ 
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ly take Poſſeſſion of them, and ſo they ſhall be]? 
new to us 3 not in themſelves, For they were}! 


Created 
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Created of old, from the beginning, from the fonn- 


davien of the World. Let our Saviours own words, 
giving peſſcſiion of them, ſatisfic, and ſilence 
all further diſpute, or queſtionings in this mat- 
ter, Matth, 25. 34. with which, I (hut up this 
Diſcourſe, Come ye bleſſed Children of my Father, 
enter into the Inheritance of the Kingdom prepas= 


red for you from the fonndation of the World. 


